
 

D R A F T/ U N A P P R O V E D 

MINUTES OF THE STANDISH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

HELD ON THURSDAY, MAY 21st, 2015 

AT STANDISH VILLAGE HALL 

 

The evening began at 7.30pm with tea/coffees. 

 

Present: Cllrs S.Oppenheimer (who chaired the meeting), S.Dicker, D. Montague, and G. 

Stevens, eight members of the public, the clerk. 

1. Apologies: Stroud District Cllr S. Davies. 

2 Minutes: The minutes of the Standish Annual Parish Meeting held on May 15th, 2014, were 

approved as a correct record and signed. 

3. Annual reports: Cllr Oppenheimer emphasised the occasion was not a parish council meeting 

but a meeting of the parishioners, to whom the council was accountable.  She had been hoping to 

step down as chair at the last parish council meeting but due to the council being low on numbers 

a decision about the chair’s appointment was adjourned until the council’s June meeting. 

Cllr Oppenheimer said development pressures had continued to occupy the council, with proposals 

for Horsemarling Farm, Javelin Park and Standish Hospital all discussed during the year. 

Horsemarling Farm had now gained permission for 19 dwellings, 10 new build and the rest 

conversions of existing barns/buildings.  It building took place Standish stood to gain a £33,000 

contribution towards community facilities. Such Section 106  community benefits were already on 

the agenda for discussion later in the meeting. 

The Javelin Park incinerator had gained permission although a legal challenge to that consent had 

been brought by Stroud District Council and was about to be heard before the High Court. 

The Standish Hospital site had prompted a flurry of activity with the Homes and  Communities 

Agency funding an Enquiry by Design process. The parish council had been represented on a 

Partnership Board about the site, and had submitted its response to a Draft Concept Statement 

about what was now called Standish House. Once adopted by Stroud District Council the 

statement would become supplementary planning guidance.  Enabling development was expected 

to lead to the restoration of the listed buildings on the site.   

Cllr Oppenheimer highlighted how a tiny parish council was dealing with big strategic issues which 

put the council in a difficult position.  

A Neighbourhood Development Plan group had also been formed and it was hoped its work would 

resume shortly, although more help was desperately needed.   



Cllr Oppenheimer said the parish council had been struggling to have enough capacity to deal with 

the above issues, especially since the recent resignation of a member who had suggested a 

merger with another council might be a way to tackle the workload. 

The precept had remained at £7,000, the Village Green had been maintained. 

Cllr Stevens presented the up to date position over the proposed West of Stonehouse 

development, part of the emerging Stroud District Council Local Plan.  An increased in the number 

of homes required over the next five years from 10,500 to 11,200 had meant additional sites were 

needed which included West of Stonehouse.  It was important to have a Local Plan to avoid a free 

for all by developers.  But West of Stonehouse was unsustainable because it was not large enough 

to have its own schools, doctors’ surgery etc. and was too far to walk to Stonehouse.  To travel by 

car its residents would either have to go along the congested A419 or along Oldends Lane which 

had a railway level crossing.  The Local Plan was being examined by an inspector but the houses 

had to go somewhere. 

Cllr Montague showed the meeting “20 is plenty” signs for Oxlynch Lane where there were issues 

of speeding vehicles.  He appealed to residents to keep their speed low in the lane.  

The clerk outlined the potential benefits from Standish providing Stroud District Council with a 

“wish list” of potential projects should any Section 106 benefit money be forthcoming from future 

developers.    

Cllr Dicker raised the possibility of a survey of foopaths in the parish.   

The vacancy on the council was drawn to the attention of the members of the public and appeals 

made for volunteer(s) to consider putting themselves forward for co-option. 

Questions from residents followed, including one about the number of affordable homes at the 

Horsemarling development.  It was thought three to five would be included.  A resident said a 

footpath/cycleway/horse trail was needed beside the B408 from Standish into Stonehouse.  The 

suggestion drew support and would be included in the expected NDP questionnaire about what 

was required in the community.   

Speakers were supportive of the footpaths’ survey and organised themselves to progress the idea 

during the summer of 2015.  A map would be produced and the survey publicised through Span.  

A resident drew attention to a Country Watch rural crime prevention survey. The survey would 

also be publicised through Span. 

A speaker spoke against any potential merger with another parish, saying Standish needed its 

own individual voice.  She was widely supported. 

  

 


