
MINUTES OF 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH, 2016 AT 7.00pm 

AT STANDISH VILLAGE HALL 

  

16/99: Present: Cllrs G. Stevens (chair), S. Dicker, S. Hartley, R. Kellie, SDC 

Neighbourhood Warden Stuart Beard, the clerk. 

16/100: Apologies: Cllr S. Oppenheimer, SDC Cllr T. Skinner. 

16/101: Declarations of Interest: Cllr Dicker, member Standish Village Hall Committee, 

Cllr Hartley, member Glos VAIN. 

16/102: Minutes: The minutes of the council meeting held on July 14th, 2016, were 

approved as a correct record and signed.  The minutes of the council meeting held on June 

9th, 2016, were re-approved due to a correction of minute numbering. 

16/103: Public questions/participation: Neighbourhood Warden Mr Beard said he was 

one of eight wardens covering the Stroud District Council area.  His patrol included 

Standish, Stonehouse, King’s Stanley, and Severnside places including Frampton-0n-Severn 

and Saul.  Mr Beard dealt with civil matters including abandoned vehicles and fly tipping 

and his responsibilities had recently been expanded to take in council housing and anti-

social behaviour of its tenants, in liaison with the police. Community safety was also part of 

his role.  Mr Beard was however leaving to join the police in December but expected he 

would be replaced.  The preferred way to contact him was via e-mail because it began a 

paper trail on the issue.  Cllr Stevens thanked Mr Beard for the reassuring information he 

had presented. 

16/104: County and district councillors’ reports: There were none. 

16/105: Financial matters: a) Council payments: The below list of council payments, 

with the dates the expenditure was incurred, was approved.    

PATA (payroll)     £22.50 6/10/11  

Qwertyop (newsletter)    £189.00 12/11/15 

HMRC (aug)      £27.00 28/9/11 

HMRC (sept)      £28.00 28/9/11 

J. A. Barber (aug and sept, incl stationery) £247.24 28/9/11 

b) RFO’s report: 

Wayleave payments had been chased and £163.74 received from Western Power 

Distribution for the seven years 2010-16 inclusive.  

 



The first quarterly comparison of spending to budget (attached) was completed in table 

form as requested by Cllr Oppenheimer. 

The clerk’s salary would rise, as per her contract, by one point from scale 19 to 20 with 

immediate effect as a result of her gaining the CILCA qualification. 

Consideration of a request for a £318 grant received from the Stroud District CAB was 

postponed until the March meeting. 

An error re: cheque number 000706 had been drawn to the attention of Lloyds Bank and a 

correction obtained. (The cheque was written for £143.06 but initially paid out at £143.60.) 

The external auditor’s certificate and report had been received and published as required 

on the council’s website. (The report drew attention to the need to more clearly minute the 

approval of Section 1 of the annual governance statement before that of Section 2.) Public 

notice had also been given on the website of the conclusion of the audit 2015-16. 

A VAT refund claim totalling £25.33 for the year 2015-16 had been submitted. 

 

16/106: Clerk’s report/correspondence: The clerk had re-submitted five modules of 

the 24 module CILCA (Certificate in Local Council Administration), passed all successfully, 

and had been awarded the qualification.  

Cllr Kellie asked for the council to consider requesting additional signage to counter the 

problem of HGVs being incorrectly directed onto Oxlynch Lane and Roddy Lane, possibly by 

sat-navs. Following his explanation of the problem, and discussion, it was agreed the clerk 

would contact the area highways manager requesting suitable signs to warn HGV drivers of 

the unsuitability of the lanes.  It was noted that in November 2015 the then highways 

manager had been asked to address the same problem. 

A reply from the Chief Constable was still awaited re: the litter dumped in Standish Lane. 

GAPTC had asked for a response to their draft letter (circulated) re: Devolution 

Gloucestershire. 

The clerk had still to further investigate projector/screen options. Members were, however, 

happy to trial use of the Village Hall tv as a computer monitor at their next meeting.  

The Stonehouse Town Council clerk had reported that Network Rail were planning to close 

two crossings, one which led from the footpath alongside Stagholt brook and the other on 

the opposite side of Oldends Lane playing field. 

Stonehouse would be suggesting that they re-route across its land and the County Council’s 

land.  When that was done Network Rail had said they would resurface the track. 

Stonehouse would monitor the condition of the track in the meantime but said it didn’t look 

too bad for daytime use at the moment. 

Traffic matters: 

Details of road closures – including Standish Lane -  for the Stroud Half Marathon on 23rd 

October, 2016, were received. 

The temporary closure of the A38 on 24th August, 2016, for emergency works was noted. 

Correspondence: 

The Cotswold Conservation Board annual review and Cotswold Lion 



Young Gloucestershire annual review 

CPRA Countryside Voice 

Sent earlier by e-mail: 

MP Mr Carmichael re: new government; and Around the Constituency 

CPRE Round Robin 

Cotswold Living Landscapes festival 

SDC July e-news 

Stroud Museum “Letter as Art” invitation 

Councils Connected 

GCCG 60 second bulletin 

GAPTC autumn training courses 

Stroud District CAB annual report and invitation to AGM 

Glos Wildlife Trust re: Fritillaries 

SDC re: new hate crime webpage 

Cotswold Conservation Board summer update 

GCC re: Changes to Stroud and Dursley bus services 

SDC re: new waste collections 

SDC re: taxi policy consultation 

The Door monthly update 

 

16/107: Broadband provision: Cllr Kellie had contacted the Fastershire campaign for 

help with the poor and intermittent broadband provision experienced in Standish. Tenders 

had just gone out for the improvement works required and contracts were expected to be 

awarded in December or January. Broadband speeds in Oxlynch were down to a half or 

two-thirds of their previous level.  A cable had to be replaced to make the service fit for 

purpose. 

 

16/108:  Planning matters: a) Responses -  Members’ informal responses to the 

below planning matters, made during the August recess, were received: 

Application S.16/1459/P3Q, conversion of barn at Bridge Farm –  Comment: Standish 

Parish Council supports the application but could not support any further development on 

this site because of the volume of traffic on the Haresfield lane and the lack of visibility due 

to the sharp bend. 

Application S.16/1511/HHOLD, outbuilding cladding at Cherry Fair - Comment: Standish 

Parish Council have no comment to make on this application. 

b) Application S.16/1724/OUT business park at Quedgeley Trading Estate East, 

Haresfield. Members’ acknowledged the Local Plan allocation of this land for employment 

use but were deeply concerned that the scheme was over development of the site which 

would lead to an overbearing increase in traffic movements along the B4008 through 

Standish. Councillors were also worried about the existing dangers of the B4008 for cyclists 

and about a currently hazardous cycleway near the East Quedgeley site, both of which 

issues would be made worse by the proposed dense development. Members asked that 



consideration be given to tree screening, and also the use of non reflective materials for 

the buildings, particularly their roofs, so that the impact could be lessened and neutralised 

when viewed from the nearby Haresfield Beacon and similar beauty spots overlooking the 

site. 

 

16/109: Updates: a) SDC Joint Cluster Group – The council’s representative on the 

group Cllr Dicker had no information to offer; b) Neighbourhood Development Plan – 

A meeting to resurrect the plan group was planned for October; c) Standish 

House/Partnership Board – Cllr Hartley had circulated notes detailing the first 

partnership meeting attended by P. J. Livesey, the successful bidders to redevelop the 

former hospital site with a total of 125 housing units.  Overall the plan was for low density 

building on the outskirts of the site with a higher volume around the ward blocks.  Cllr 

Hartley had highlighted the issue of the old nurses’ home but the firm was unsure at this 

stage whether they would keep it.  She had also asked for the possibility of some 

community use provision within the scheme to be considered. It was hoped plans would be 

submitted for permission in the New Year and that building would start by autumn 2017. 

The whole build might take two to four years.  A public meeting was to be held on 

September 21st at 7.30pm at Standish Village Hall to inform the community about the 

scheme and answer residents’ questions; d) UBB Community Liaison – Cllr Hartley 

reported that UBB, developers of a waste incinerator at Javelin Park, had presented a 

schedule of works completed, works due in the next two months, and works due in the 

next six months.  Piling was due to start on September 19th, 2016, but was not expected to 

be noisy, a bund alongside the motorway would be considered and a liaison group visit was 

being arranged to UBB’s Worcester incinerator. Proposals for planting trees to screen the 

view of the incinerator from various points in Standish were discussed and would be taken 

to a UBB meeting on September 26th, 2016; e) Multi-user B4008 trail – Cllrs Hartley and 

Oppenheimer had met Gloucestershire County Council senior land agent Jill Matthew to 

discuss the potential use of GCC land for the trail. Representatives of GCC Rights of Way 

and of the Mid-Glos Tracks and Trails Group were also present.  Ms Matthew had advised 

that GCC farmlands in Standish were listed for core retention.  She further advised that 

tenant farmers had the right to determine what happened on the land they rented and that 

as landlords the GCC would remain neutral.  The outcome of a grant application for funding 

for a feasibility study of the trail was still awaited; f) New council website – The clerk 

had a meeting booked in early October to progress matters with the web designer/trainer 

used by the Standish Village Hall,  whose Wordpress site the council was in future to share; 

g) Newsletter - The second newsletter had been circulated to Standish homes.  Cllr Kellie 

thanked Cllr Hartley for all her hard work on the newsletter, which was being produced 

twice a year; h) Public Rights of Way – The planned series of walks to inspect the 

condition  and accessibility of footpaths in the parish had yet to begin. 

 



16/110: Councillors’ items for future discussion/date of next meeting: There 

were no items for future consideration at the next meeting on October 13th, 2016. The 

meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………… Date: ……………………………………. 


