
 

MINUTES OF 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY, APRIL 14TH, 2016 AT 7.00pm 

AT STANDISH VILLAGE HALL 

  

16/46 Present: Cllrs S. Oppenheimer (chair), S. Dicker, S. Hartley, G. Stevens, two 

members of the public, the clerk. 

16/47 Apologies: Cllr D. Montague, Gloucestershire County Cllr L. Williams, Stroud 

District Cllr S. Davies. 

16/48 Declarations of interest: Cllr Oppenheimer member GlosVAIN, volunteer Stroud 

CAB, director Revolution R4C; Cllr Dicker member Standish Village Hall Committee, Cllr 

Hartley, member GlosVAIN. Cllr Hartley also declared a personal interest in agenda item 8 

re: quotations for repairs to the Horsemarling bus shelter roof and took no part in the 

discussion or decision. 

16/49: Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on March 10th, 2016, were approved as 

a correct record and signed. 

16/50 Public questions/participation: A member of the public drew attention to her 

revised planning application to replace an existing bungalow at Cherry Fair with an eco-

home.  

16/51 County and district councillors’ reports:  There were none. 

16/52 Annual Parish Meeting arrangements:  Suggestions for a speaker at the APM 

on May 19th, 2016, were discussed. It was agreed that if the announcement was made in 

time then the bidder chosen by the Homes and Communities Agency to redevelop Standish 

House, formerly Standish Hospital, would be invited to make a presentation. Cllr 

Oppenheimer would give a chair’s report, Cllr Stevens would speak on West of Stonehouse 

and Cllr Hartley on the Javelin Park incinerator.  Cllr Oppenheimer would arrange for a 

leaflet publicising the APM to be distributed with the Span parish magazine.   

16/53 Oxlynch Lane litter bin: The proposal for the additional bin had been made by 

Cllr Montague who was unable to be present. Members agreed with Cllr Dicker that it was 

passing motorists who threw down the rubbish and that therefore the bin (for pedestrians) 

was not required.  Stroud District Council had agreed to maintain and empty the bin if 

Standish PC paid £250 plus VAT for it.  Cllr Oppenheimer raised the proposal that Standish 

PC might wish to secure its own litter picker in future. 



 16/54 Horsemarling bus shelter roof repairs: Cllr Stevens had obtained three 

quotations for repairs to the roof, from which tiles had been stolen. He said all the quotes 

were from equally experienced companies. Cllr Stevens proposed, and the council agreed, 

to accept the lowest price of £292.12 plus VAT from Percy Blackwell (Builders) Ltd.  

16/55 Financial matters:  

a) Council payments – The below list of council payments was approved –   

        Date incurred 

Ecoarborist    £876.00  (11/2/16) 

Stanley Dicker   £6.00   (10/3/16) 

Post Office    £26.60  (28/9/11) 

J. A. Barber    £132.94  (28/9/11) 

J. A. Barber*    £26.60  (28/9/11) 

Sue Hartley    £4.94   (11/2/16) 

*Councillors omitted to sign cheque number 000677 last month. The clerk therefore paid 

the Post Office the February tax and insurance that was owed using her private Visa debit 

card. Accordingly the amount is now reclaimed by her from the council. 

b) Year end report – Due to the late arrival of bank statements the clerk had been 

unable to fully complete the annual financial statement.  Reconciliation was complete but 

further time was required to produce the receipts and payments summary 2015-16. The full 

year end reports would be presented to the next council in May. 

c) Auto-enrolment pensions update – The clerk had followed procedures required by 

the Pensions’ Regulator but no members of staff were eligible for auto-enrolment.  

d) Grant requests – had been received from both the Standish PCC and the Stroud and 

District Citizens Advice Bureau. Cllr Oppenheimer, who had declared an interest as a 

volunteer with the CAB, took no part in discussion of its grant request. Councillors decided 

to grant £900 to the Standish PCC which had applied for help with its churchyard 

maintenance. The clerk was however instructed to also point out to the PCC that the grant 

was made under its legal powers to maintain an open graveyard for burial of parish 

residents and not for upkeep of a churchyard. The CAB was granted an increased grant of 

£80.   

e) CPRE membership renewal – Councillors agreed to renew the membership with an 

increased donation of £50. 

 

16/56 Clerk’s report/correspondence: Cllr Hartley was concerned by the clerk’s report 

that GCC highways manager Andrew Middlecote had advised new verge marker posts were 

planned for Standish Lane. He had also said there would also be an inspection by his 

structures’ team. Cllr Hartley, however, believed the marker posts which had now been 

installed only highlighted the lack of safety on the road and failed to improve the situation.  

Cllrs Stevens, Dicker and the clerk had completed a review of the council’s records stored 

at the Village Hall.  On advice from the Gloucestershire Records Office minute books were 



retrieved for retention by the GRO and routine correspondence dating back many years 

was destroyed.  

The council had received a £1, 251.10 grant from government via GAPTC to enable it to 

provide a new website to meet the Transparency Code for Smaller Councils (and to replace 

its current SDC provided site which is due for withdrawal by December2016). 

Correspondence: 

Invitations to attend the CPRE Gloucestershire Branch AGM on May 4th, 2016 at Stowell 

Park, with guest speaker Jonathon Porritt, were accepted by Cllrs Stevens and Hartley. 

Invitation to and call for resolutions to the GAPTC AGM on July 16th, 2016. 

Notice of the temporary closure for repairs of the motorway overbridge in Standish Lane 

from May 8th-July 17th, and also from October 30th-December 23rd, all 2016. 

Cllr Hartley’s offer to leaflet households in Standish Lane about this closure was supported 

by the council. 

The CPRE “Fieldwork”  and “Countryside Voice” magazines. 

Forwarded previously by e-mail: 

SDC e-news March and  April 

MP re: Education; Natural England; and Vascular Disease 

GCC Councils Connected March and April 

Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group briefing March 2016 

GCC physical disability survey 

SDC devolution update 

The Door monthly report 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust re: loss of flower rich grasslands 

Cllr Oppenheimer drew attention to a further circular e-mail, not listed by the clerk, which 

invited members to a waste seminar at the University of Gloucestershire. 

 

16/57 Planning matters: Revised application S.16/0342 Cherry Fair, Standish, GL10 

3DA, demolish existing bungalow and replace with eco-home with annexed 

accommodation. The council were worried that the revised plans, although an improvement 

on the originals, might still be an imposition on the neighbour. Members asked that should 

the scheme be permitted there should be conditions a) to provide screening for the nearby 

Pump House and also b) to ensure the portal framed outbuilding was not used for 

residential purposes. 

 

16/58 Updates on: a) Neighbourhood Development Plan – A further attempt would 

be made by Cllrs Oppenheimer and Hartley to meet with the resident who had volunteered 

to join the process. The matter of the stalled NDP process would be raised at the 

forthcoming Annual Parish Meeting; b) Standish House/Partnership – A meeting earlier 

scheduled for the same date as this parish council meeting had not taken place and no 

information about any successful bidder to redevelop the site had been forthcoming.  The 



clerk advised she had received an e-mail from Stroud Commonwealth stating they believed 

they were still in the running.  Cllrs Oppenheimer and Hartley would write to the Homes 

and Communities Agency, which was handling the process, expressing dissatisfaction at the 

situation.  An invitation would also be issued for any successful bidder to address the 

Annual Parish Meeting, if they were chosen before the APM; c) UBB Community liaison 

– There had been no further meeting with the next planned for June 7th, 2016. Stroud 

District Council was assisting with air monitoring arrangements; d) Multi-user B4008 

trail – The clerk was instructed to arrange a meeting with the Gloucestershire County 

Council estates’ department to discuss potential use of county land for the trail; e) 

Oxlynch Lane grit bin – The clerk had liaised with the two residents nearest to the 

previously spilled and later relocated existing bin. Discussion included providing a concrete 

base for the old bin, providing a new lidded one, and its site including on the grass road 

traffic island. It was agreed councillors would all independently look at the spot and discuss 

the matter at their May meeting; f) New council website – As reported earlier in the 

meeting a £1,251.10 grant had been received to enable the council to comply with the 

Transparency Code for Smaller Councils by promptly publishing its information on the web.  

It was agreed Cllr Hartley and the clerk would meet to discuss the details of the council’s 

earlier decision to share the new Standish Village Hall website. Cllr Hartley presented 

potential costs of sharing the SVH site which totalled an estimated £260 for the first year; 

g) Litter pick – Three councillors and three residents had joined the tidy-up and 

altogether had collected 13 large bags of rubbish. Recyclable materials had been sorted 

from non-recyclables.  A flytip was discovered and the appropriate authorities informed.  

The possibility that Standish PC might wish to have its own litter picker was again raised by 

Cllr Oppenheimer and would be placed on the next agenda; h) Council records’ storage 

– this had been dealt with under the clerk’s report; i) Outcomes of highways’ 

manager’s walkabout – The clerk reported that Stroud District Council would look to 

replacing the Arlebrook street nameplate. The clerk was instructed to contact the highways’ 

manager for further updates. 

 

16/59 Councillors’ items for future discussion/date of next meeting: Cllr Stevens 

was concerned by a damaged road sign on the grass triangle outside the Village Hall. On 

advice from the clerk he would log it via the Gloucestershire County Council’s “Report It” 

website system.  Cllr Oppenheimer gave her advance apologies as she would not be able to 

attend the next meeting which would be on May 12th, 2016. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.05pm. 

 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………………… Date: …………………………………. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


