
 

MINUTES OF 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10TH, 2015 AT 7.00pm 

AT STANDISH VILLAGE HALL 

  

15/131: Present:  Cllrs S. Oppenheimer (chair), S. Dicker, S .Hartley, D. Montague, G. Stevens, 

Mr T. Jarman, two members of the public, the clerk. 

15/132: Apologies:  Stroud District Councillor S. Davies. 

15/133: : Declarations of interest: Cllr Oppenheimer member GlosVAIN, volunteer Stroud 

CAB, director Revolution R4C; Cllr Dicker member Village Hall Committee; Cllr Hartley member 

GlosVAIN. 

15/134: Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on November 12th, 2015, were approved 

and signed. 

15/135: Public questions/participation: A resident raised her concerns about speeding traffic 

in the parish and asked for solutions. She had attended in the belief that Mr Andrew Middlecote of 

Gloucestershire County Council highways would be present.  Mr Middlecote was not, however, 

expected and did not attend.  The resident was told of Mr Middlecote’s recent walk about the 

parish with councillors during which meeting many issues were raised, including speeding and 

signage.  Mr Middlecote’s report of the walk about was still awaited. There was also discussion of 

advisory “20 is Plenty” signs, which had been erected by Cllr Montague but then removed by an 

unknown person or persons. The resident was assured “20 is Plenty” stickers for wheelie refuse 

and similar bins were being considered by the council and would be discussed later in the 

meeting. 

15/136: Presentation from Community R4C: Mr Tom Jarman from Community and 

Revolution R4C thanked the council for inviting him and detailed the organisation’s pursuit of a 

circular economy which would regard waste as a resource of benefit to be used and not a burden 

of cost.   He screened a short video, distributed explanatory leaflets, and outlined his vision of a 

recycling plant which he hoped could still be an alternative to the recently permitted, and 

Gloucestershire County Council contracted, Javelin Park incinerator.  Questions and answers 

followed. Cllr Hartley expressed her view that the incinerator would go ahead and her concern 

that the R4C proposals might lead to three waste operations within a small area, the third being a 

gasification plant which already had planning permission at Smiths. A proposal from Cllr Montague 

that the council support Mr Jarman’s initiatives by writing to Stroud District Council was seconded 

by Cllr Stevens.  On a vote Cllr Oppenheimer, who had declared an interest, took no part.  Cllrs 

Dicker, Montague and Stevens voted in favour of the proposal and Cllr Hartley abstained. 

15/137: County and district councillors’ reports: A written report submitted beforehand by 

Cllr Davies, and circulated by the clerk, was taken as read. Cllr Davies was thanked for his report. 



15/138: Neighbourhood Development Plan: Appeals for volunteers to re-engage with/join 

this process and complete the NDP had not resulted in new helpers.  Council supported Cllr 

Hartley’s suggestion that the Royal Town Planning Institute be approached since it was 

understood its retired members might be able to assist.  It was further agreed that an article 

appealing for volunteers could be placed in the new council newsletter. 

15/139 Budget and precept 2016-17:  Councillors drew up preliminary budget figures for 

confirmation at their January meeting. Uncertainties would in the meantime be investigated 

including potential works to trees on the Village Green and the clerk’s possible salary rise after her 

Certificate in Local Council Administration qualification. Council supported the clerk’s suggestion 

that VAT would normally be outside the budget process since it was an “in and out” balance” and 

the council could claim refunds of all VAT paid. The council also agreed that in future a staffing 

budget heading would cover both the previous staff and PAYE headings. It was agreed council 

reserves were sufficient to fund special projects earmarked during 2016-17. 

 15/140: Standish postcodes: Cllr Dicker raised his concern that properties on Standish Lane, 

Standish, were identified by a Moreton Valence postcode and proposed that the council press for 

them to be changed to a Standish postcode. As, following discussion, there was no seconder for 

the proposal the matter was discontinued. 

15/141: Updates on: a) West of Stonehouse – Cllr Stevens highlighted matters from a 

meeting with Stroud District Council planners about this 1,350 home, warehousing and industrial 

development. Land in the site within Standish would remain for commercial not residential use 

because of the noise and vibration from the nearby railway. Further issues discussed had included 

pressure that would be created on existing local secondary schools, air pollution, increase in 

traffic, footpaths and dog waste bins. Council agreed to request Gloucestershire County Cllr Lesley 

Williams to arrange a meeting with Ms Jamie Mattock of her authority’s highways department. 

Councillors would also invite Phil Hardwick to their February meeting. Each occasion would be to 

discuss traffic mitigation issues.  Cllr Williams would be further asked to look into the provision of 

school buses form West of Stonehouse; b) Standish House/Partnership Board – No Stage I 

bids had been received for redevelopment of the former hospital site being marketed by the 

Homes and Communities Agency. The government agency was therefore moving to Stage II bids, 

those from developers, with a deadline of February 26th, 2016; c) Multi-user trail – Cllr 

Oppenheimer stressed the importance of getting the trail mentioned in the Gloucestershire County 

Council’s current consultation on its Local Transport Plan.  She would arrange a meeting with 

promoters of the route, the Mid Glos Tracks and Trails Group, and Stonehouse Town Council 

about response to the consultation re: the trail; d) Newsletter -  Cllr Hartley stressed her 

request for councillors to contribute articles to the first edition and requested they also submitted 

their pictures.  

15/142: Reports on: a) GCC funded public transport – Cllr Oppenheimer had attended this 

consultation. Standish bus services were not among those threatened with withdrawal of subsidy; 

b) NHS/GCC integrated community teams workshop – Cllr Hartley said priorities had been 

explained and priorities for the future discussed. Emergent issues had included social isolation, 

particularly among the elderly and in rural areas, and children and young people’s mental health; 

c) SDC Joint Cluster Group – Cllr Dicker had attended. The focus had been on dog fouling. 

15/143: Council payments: The list of council payments (below) was approved.  



Stroud Living Landscapes ( cut village green) £75.00  (6/6/13) 

GAPTC (training)     £50.00  (9/7/15) 

PATA (payroll)     £19.80  (28/9/11) 

J. A. Barber      £123.73  (28/9/11) 

Post Office (tax NI)     £26.80  (28/9/11) 

Standish Village Hall     £131.25  (12/12/15) 

N.B. Expenditure incurred dates in brackets 

15/144: Clerk’s report/correspondence: Green Square had discontinued their Stagholt 

pavilion housing project. The clerk was instructed to contact landowners Stonehouse Town 

Council about their future vision for the site. 

 

At this point a resolution was passed to continue the meeting beyond the 9.30pm set 

in Standing Orders. 

 

A sample “20 is Plenty” sticker had been delivered priced at £70 per 100.Council agreed to 

purchase 100. 

PCSO Debbie Campbell had appealed for Neighbourhood Watch volunteers. The appeal would be 

repeated in the new council newsletter. 

A report was still awaited from GCC highways officer Andrew Middlecote following his Standish 

walkabout. 

SDC regeneration officer Krista Harris had replied that her council’s Section 106 monies were 

allocated for recreation and affordable housing. Highways benefits (such as the suggestion of a 

speed limit contribution raised by Standish PC) were the responsibility of the GCC. 

A parishioner had advised the council that she had moved the Oxlynch Lane grit bin after 

complaining its salt had spilled and was threatening to kill her hedge. She suggested the council 

purchase a more effective bin. The clerk was instructed to research bin prices. 

Correspondence: 

CPRE “Fieldwork” and “Countryside Voice” magazines 

GCC draft Local Transport Plan on-line consultation until February 5th, 2016 

Forwarded previously via e-mail: 

SDC Joint Cluster Group agenda for November 18th, 2015 

Magna Carta archives event November 24th, 2015 

Junction 13 bridge repairs update 

MP x 3 (Fairer funding, November weekend, and National Security and Defence) 

GAPTC x 3 (devolution, news, and subs news) 

Councils Connected November 2015 

The Door monthly update 

SDC green sacks update 

Highways England re: M5 Junction 12 slip road resurfacing 

 

15/145: Planning matters: a) Application S.15/0801/OUT – A revised application had 

been received only hours before the meeting. Because of the tight deadline for consultation 

responses members agreed Cllrs Oppenheimer, Stevens and Hartley would draft a response and, 

after approval by all members, would submit it to the Stroud District Council planning authority; 

b) Planning approvals - applications 2015/0015/ASSETC (Stagholt Athletic Field community 



asset), S.15/2162/HHOLD and S.15/2163/LBC (Horsemarling Farm timber extension), 

S.15/2322/HHOLD (Box Cottage conservatory) were all noted. 

15/146: Councillors’ items/date of next meeting:  Vice-chairman Cllr Stevens would take 

the chair at the next meeting on January 14th, 2016, as Cllr Oppenheimer would be unavailable 

The next agenda would include a review of the Village Green trees’ survey, the Gloucestershire 

County Council Transport Plan consultation and the formulation of a response to UBB, the Javelin 

Park incinerator operators, about its community liaison meetings. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.40pm. 

 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………………. Date: ………………………..   


