
MINUTES OF 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH, 2016 AT 7.00pm 

AT STANDISH VILLAGE HALL 

  

16/16: Present: Cllrs S. Oppenheimer (chair), S. Dicker, S. Hartley, G. Stevens, Gloucestershire 

County Cllr L. Williams, Mr P. Hardwick and Mr J. Alexander both representing developers’ Robert 

Hitchins Ltd., two members of the public, the clerk. 

16/17: Apologies: Cllr D. Montague, Stroud District Cllr S. Davies. 

16/18: Declarations of interest:  Cllr Oppenheimer member GlosVAIN, volunteer Stroud CAB, 

director Revolution R4C; Cllr Dicker member Standish Village Hall Committee, Cllr Hartley member 

GlosVAIN. 

16/19: Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on January 14th, 2016, as amended by the 

clerk to include the dates expenditure was incurred, were approved as a correct record and 

signed. 

16/20: Discussion with Hitchins representatives:  The chair welcomed Mr Hardwick and Mr 

Alexander to discuss issues – especially traffic - affecting Standish after their company had gained 

outline planning permission for1,350 homes and industrial development West of Stonehouse. Mr 

Hardwick said Hitchins hoped to work closely with local communities and understood their 

concerns about the potential impact the extra traffic would have on them.  Transport consultant 

Mr Alexander described the assessments that had been made of existing traffic flows and the 

modelling for solutions that had been drawn from them. Cllr Oppenheimer drew attention to the 

exclusion of the B4008 through Standish from the assessments and highlighted the need for 

better cycling and pedestrian routes.  Questions were permitted from members of the public, 

including about buffer zones to shield existing homes from proposed industry, and answers were 

given. Cllr Oppenheimer suggested the new residents would enjoy Standish footpaths which would 

therefore need poop scoop bins and improvements to stiles and similar.  The development was 

probably 18 months away from beginning on the ground.  It was agreed the dialogue should be 

maintained. 

16/21: Public questions/participation:  A resident raised recent flooding near Stagholt Farm. 

Cllr Williams offered to make GCC officers aware of the problem. 

16/22: County and district councillors’ reports:  Stroud District Cllr Davies’ written report 

had been previously circulated.  He remained concerned, in relation to West of Stonehouse, that 

improvements to the A419 might not be adequate, that funding for the health facility was still 

under discussion, and that there was no funding for a pedestrian bridge over the railway to offer 

access to Stonehouse.  The SDC budget was to increase council tax by two per cent. 

Gloucestershire County Cllr Williams said the budget meeting was looking to a 1.9 per cent council 

tax increase, plus a levy for adult services, despite £23 million of cuts. 

16/23: Multi-user B4008 trail: The meeting agreed to take agenda item 7e) at this point for 

the convenience of Cllr Williams.  The previously discussed trail, put forward by the Mid-Glos 



Tracks and Trails Group, had been included in Standish Parish Council’s response (see also minute 

16/27) to the GCC consultation on its Local Transport Plan.   

16/24: Flood attenuation: This agenda item 12b) was also moved forward to assist Cllr 

Williams.  Several spots where flooding had recently occurred, due often to blocked drain pipes 

and culvert(s) were mentioned.  Three of the affected places were on the B4008.  Cllrs 

Oppenheimer and Dicker agreed to draw up a list for Cllr Williams to forward for the attention of 

the GCC.   

16/25:  Updates on: a) Neighbourhood Development Plan – A letter had been received 

from a resident keen to help with the stalled NDP process. There had also been some verbal 

offers. It was agreed Cllr Oppenheimer would try to convene a meeting of people interested in 

helping to investigate a way forward; b) West of Stonehouse – This had been dealt with. See 

minute 16/20 above; c) Standish House/Partnership Board – The closing date for second 

stage bids for the site was February 26th, 2016. The next board meeting was scheduled for April 

14th, 2016; d) UBB community liaison – The next meeting was to be hosted by Standish Parish 

Council at the Village Hall on February 17th, 2016 when the main discussion was expected to be 

about air and soil testing.  The terms of reference of the Community Fund Group and the 

Community Liaison Group were also expected to be agreed. A budget of up to £10 for 

refreshments on the 17th was agreed; e) Multi-user B4008 trail – this had been dealt with. See 

minute 16/23 above e; f) Newsletter – Cllr Hartley would alert the clerk when the next six 

monthly newsletter was due for planning. 

16/26: Consideration of expenditure on: a) Village Green tree works – Cllr Stevens’ 

explained three sections required attention.  They were a tree whose branch obscured the 

signpost on The Triangle, trees overhanging the road and the lane into The Court, and a tree 

overhanging The Court wall. His proposal that the lower of two quotations for all three areas of 

work be accepted was unanimously agreed. Attempts to gain a third price from The Conservation 

Volunteers had proved unsuccessful. EcoArborist would be informed they should proceed with the 

job for a total of £730.00 excluding VAT; b) Oxlynch Lane grit bin – A quotation of £148.19 

excluding VAT for a lidded Glasdon bin as recommended by highways manager Yakub Muller was 

left to lie on the table. This was to enable Cllr Dicker to consult residents who had earlier 

complained about salt spillage from the old bin. During discussion it was suggested a concrete 

base for the old bin might solve the spillage problem.  The site for the replaced old, or new, bin 

would also be agreed with the householders by Cllr Dicker. 

16/27: Response to GCC Local Transport Plan consultation: Cllrs Oppenheimer and Hartley 

had met the relevant GCC officer about the consultation and the Standish Parish Council’s 

response (attached) had been produced by them and agreed via e-mail in order to meet the 

deadline of February 5th, 20916. 

16/28: Council payments: The below list of council payments was approved with the addition 

of a late invoice from Qwertyop for £189.00 for production and printing of the first newsletter. 

The payment to Glasdon for the grit bin was cancelled as per minute 16/26b). 

HMRC    £26.60  (28/9/11) 

J. Barber   £128.96  (28/9/11) 

Gasdon UK Ltd  £177.83  (            ) 



*Date expenditure was incurred is in brackets. 

16/29: Clerk’s report/correspondence: The clerk had now submitted her CILCA (Certificate 

in Local Council Administration) for adjudication and awaited the results. 

 

Attention was drawn to the notes received from local highways manager Andrew Middlecote 

following councillors walk around the parish with him before Christmas. This would be placed on 

the next agenda. 

 

The council was complying with the requirements of the Transparency Code for authorities with a 

turnover of less than £25K by publishing required information on its website. However the Stroud 

District Council hosted website used by Standish Parish Council would be withdrawn by December 

2016.  The clerk was therefore instructed to apply for grant funding to obtain its own website. The 

grants were available via GAPTC to enable continued compliance with the code.  There was a 

possibility of the council sharing the Standish Village Hall new website which would be 

investigated by Cllr Hartley. 

 

Forwarded previously via e-mail: 

SDC January e-newsletter 

MP re: Festival of Manufacturing; Plans to restore Berkeley Railway; Teaching about Holocaust 

Highways guide and Amey newsletter 

Town and Parish Councils January forum powerpoint presentation 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust  

GAPTC training opportunities 

The Door monthly update 

Amey newsletter 

GCC Councils Connected 

Residents John and Pam Simonett offering congratulations re: newsletter 

CPRE re Queen’s 90th birthday/Clean for Queen 

SDC beacons for Queen’s 90th 

Clean for Queen 

SDC re: framework trees contract 

Resident Ben Middlemiss offering NDP help 

 

The Clean for the Queen correspondence prompted discussion of a future Standish litter pick.  It 

was agree to organise a volunteer clean up on Sunday, March 13th, starting at 10am at the Village 

Hall, after which coffee, tea and biscuits would be offered to helpers. 

 

Distribution of the “20 is Plenty” stickers, which had now been delivered, would be undertaken by 

Cllr Dicker. 

 

 

16/30: Councillors’ items: a) Review of council assets – Cllr Stevens drew attention to tiles 

missing from the bus shelter roof by Horsemarling caravan site.  Cllr Dicker offered suitable tiles 

he held in storage that were suitable for the repair and would liaise with a resident he believed 

might undertake the work; b) Flood prevention – Cllr Oppenheimer had circulated a video 



showing attenuation work elsewhere around the Stroud valleys and proposed the council take 

advice from a relevant officer of Stroud District Council, possibly at a site meeting.  It was agreed 

to approach the SDC on this matter. 

16/31: Planning matters: a) Consultation on Whiteshill and Ruscombe draft NDP – the 

council had no comments to make; b) Consultation o  Eastington draft NDP -  the council 

had no comments to make; c) Application S.15/0043/OUT – Ecotricity Eco Park proposal land 

at Junction 13 M5.  Cllr Stevens had attended a meeting of parishes near the site of this proposed 

5,000 seater football stadium and business park which would create 4,000 jobs with 2,000 car 

parking spaces. Members agreed unanimously to object to the scheme which was entirely at odds 

with the new Stroud District Council Local Plan.  Cllrs Stevens and Oppenheimer would submit a 

reasoned objection by the deadline of February 16th, 2016; d) Stagholt Athletics Field -  it was 

noted that this site within Standish but owned by Stonehouse Town Council had been registered 

as an Asset of Community Value. 

16/32: Councillors’ items/date of next meeting: Cllr Dicker was concerned by a Welcome to 

Stonehouse sign that was sited within the Standish boundary. The clerk was instructed to contact 

Stonehouse about it. The next meeting would be on March 10th, 2016. 

The meeting closed at 9.33pm. 

 

*Please scroll down for response to GCC Local Transport Plan consultation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSE TO  

LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN CONSULTATION 

 

 

THE PROBLEM  

 

Standish Parish Council welcomes the opportunity to respond to the consultation on the draft Local Transport Plan.  

We feel that the plan does not consider the challenges of the B4008 sufficiently, and we would like to make 

suggestions for improvements to this route as a rural access corridor, which could directly help to meet the 

objectives of the plan. 

 

The B4008 through Standish is an unlit country road, with many narrow sections and dangerous bends, and much of 

it does not have a paved footpath or safe walkable banks.  Yet Figure 15 of your plan shows that in 2013 the daily 

average vehicle count was 7,495.  This figure is likely to increase significantly with the housing development planned 

at Hunts Grove, employment development at Javelin Park and Haresfield and housing and employment at West of 

Stonehouse. The congestion on the A419, recognised in you overview on Page 64, will be exacerbated by the West of 

Stonehouse development, forcing more traffic onto the B4008.  The new business park and football ground 

proposed near Junction 13, if given planning permission, will increase the problem. Many of these new journeys will 

be short travel-to-work or travel-to-school journeys, which could be made by bicycle or walking if this was a safe 

option. At present it is not. 

 

B4008 AS A STRATEGIC ACTIVE TRAVEL ROUTE 

 

The overview of highways challenges in Stroud, Stroud Valleys and South of Stroud (SVS-CPS p 64) recognises the 

following key challenges for Active Travel: 

 

 Topography for cross valley travel limits walking and cycling. 

 Limited interurban cycle routes. 
 

The only relatively flat route linking the Stroud area to Gloucester and vice-versa is via Standish and the B4008, and 

indeed many cyclists to/from Stroud and Stonehouse already use it despite the risks posed by this unlit, dangerous 

narrow road.  Stroud District Council’s District Cycle Map assesses the B4008 as being level 3, acknowledging that it 

is a challenging route. 

 

An obvious way to increase active travel and reduce vehicle use would therefore be to make safety improvements to 

the B4008, encouraging more cyclists and protecting the brave ones who already use it.  However, the LTP does not 

identify this opportunity and fails to mention the B4008 in any of the proposed initiatives. This is despite a 

commitment to consider the following: 



 

 Cycle schemes to fill gaps, thus providing a safe cycle network;  

 New active travel routes linking new and existing destinations with existing networks; (page 68) 
 

Improvements to the B4008 would meet both these objectives: by addressing the most dangerous section of the 

route between Stroud and Gloucester, it would link the cycle path on the old railway line along the Ebley bypass with 

the cycle route starting at Javelin Park and going through Quedgeley; and in this way it would link all the new 

housing and employment developments mentioned previously into these existing networks. 

 

MEETING THE NEEDS OF STANDISH RESIDENTS 

 

The problems of the B4008 present a particular challenge for Standish residents.  We have gathered views through 

numerous consultation events (for our Parish Plan, at Annual Parish Meetings and more recently as part of our work 

to produce a Neighbourhood Development Plan) and have consistently received feedback that improvements to the 

B4008 are a key priority for our residents.  They have told us that: 

 

 young people cannot cycle to school because the road is too dangerous  

 many people are frightened to cycle to the shops or to work  

 walking along the road is almost impossible, especially between Oxlynch Lane and Stonehouse where there 
is no pavement or safe verge 

 horse riders are unable to link up with bridleway routes because it is unsafe to ride along the road or cross it 

 the speed of traffic is too fast for the conditions of the road 

 they have been involved in accidents and many near misses 

 they would support the creation of a safe route for walkers, cyclists, horse riders and mobility scooter users 
along the B4008 

 Dog walkers would like a safe circular route from Stonehouse to Standish Woods and back 

 Off-road cyclists - especially young people - who enjoy the challenges of Standish Woods, would like a safe 
access route, especially from Stonehouse. 

 

 

PROPOSAL 

 

We would like the Local Transport Plan to include a safe rural access corridor through Standish.  Our proposal is for a 

multi-use track along the B4008, which would be a Greenway for walkers, cyclists, horse riders and mobility scooter 

users. It would provide a safe route to work, schools, shops and other facilities and enable leisure activities. We 

believe that this would be well-used, not only by Standish residents but many others in the SVS area, making it a very 

cost-effective and valued investment. 

 

We recognise that our plans are still at an early stage.  We will need to do more consultation and research to 

determine the best route to meet need.  We intend to incorporate more detailed plans into our Neighbourhood 

Development Plan.  We will work with partners, including the Mid Cotswold Tracks and Trails Group, to raise funds 



and realise our vision.  Inclusion in the Local Transport Plan will be an important stepping stone in enabling us to gain 

the support and expertise of appropriate partners and funding bodies.   

 

A more detailed draft proposal is attached, prepared with the help of the Mid Cotswold Tracks and Trails Group. At 

this stage, this is indicative of what might be delivered and is not a final proposal.  It does, however, provide more 

detail as to how this proposal would meet many of the objectives in the LTP. We have summarised these in the next 

section below. 

 

HOW THIS PROPOSAL MEETS THE LTP PRIORITIES (Page 11/12 of draft plan) 

 

LTP Objective Challenges How proposal meets objective and 
challenges 

Securing conditions 
for sustainable 
economic growth 
 
 

Ensure sustainable 
travel choices are 
promoted in the 
planning process 
 
Ensure communities 
are well connected to 
services and 
opportunities. 

We have already missed a trick with 
the West of Stonehouse planning 
application, even though that 
development will for instance have 
employment facilities close to the 
B4008, which would benefit from 
cycle and pedestrian access.  It is 
important that any future 
developments in this area address 
travel choices along the B4008.   
 
As explained above, our proposals 
would not only ensure that our own 
Standish community is well 
connected to services and 
opportunities, but it would create a 
strategic active route for many 
others in the Stroud area. 

Enable communities 
to benefit from 
economic prosperity 
 
 

Ensure individuals can 
access employment, 
education and 
training opportunities 

A rural access corridor along the 
B4008 will ensure that new and 
existing businesses in Stonehouse, 
Junction 13 and Javelin 
Park/Haresfield will be able to 
encourage sustainable transport 
alternatives for their staff that will 
boost their business reputation and 
success.   
 
Local residents in Stroud and 
Gloucester will have safer access to 
employment, education and training 
opportunities. 
 

Conserve and 
enhance 

Encourage 
sustainable transport 

Improved Active Travel opportunities 
will help to reduce vehicle numbers, 



Gloucestershire’s 
unique natural, built 
and historic 
environment 

behaviours by 
improving travel 
choice 
 

preserving the environment along 
this section of the Cotswold Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

Create healthy, safe 
and engaged 
communities 

Maintain connected 
transport network 
which encourages 
walking and cycling 
for short trips. 
 
Ensure safe transport 
network which 
maintains walking 
and cycle friendly 
routes to a safe 
standard 

The proposed Greenway would 
encourage increased leisure activity, 
with a safe route for walkers and 
cyclists to access Oxlynch Lane and 
Standish Woods.   

 

ned: ……………………………………………………………………………… Date: …………………………. 


