
 

 

MINUTES OF 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 8TH, 2015 AT 7.00pm 

AT STANDISH VILLAGE HALL 

  

Present: Cllrs Sue Oppenheimer (chairman), Rachel Stafford, Graham Stevens, Stan 

Dicker, Gloucestershire County Cllr Lesley Williams, Stroud District Cllr Ken Stephens, 

the clerk. 

15/1: Apologies: Cllr Drew Montague. 

15/2: Declarations of interest:  Cllr Oppenheimer member GlosVAIN, CAB 

volunteer; Cllr Dicker, member Village Hall Committee. 

15/3:  Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on December 11th, 2014, were 

approved as a correct record and signed. 

15/4:  Public questions: There were none. 

15/5: Progress reports: a) Website -  There was no further progress; b) Oxlynch 

Lane speeding – There was no update.  Cllr Oppenheimer asked that her 

disappointment at the lack of progress should be recorded; c) Neighbourhood 

Development Plan -  Cllr Oppenheimer said there had been very little progress.  She 

hoped to re-invigorate the group responsible for the plan to enable its completion.  

An extension to the deadline for payments from the grant had not been permitted. 

Invoices from specialists Keystone Environmental and Avoca, both of whom had 

contributed to the NDP work were approved and the NDP accounts presented. Cllr 

Oppenheimer offered the view that the NDP would have some impact on future 

planning policies. During discussion Cllr Stafford proposed one last effort should be 

made to finish the NDP before the situation would be reviewed at the next council 

meeting;  d) West of Stonehouse -  Cllr Stevens had continued his involvement with 

the Strategic Planning Alliance (SPA) group, to which Standish belonged, and which 

was opposing this 1,350 new homes development.   A barrister had now been 

engaged by SPA. During considerable discussion Cllrs agreed to write to the 

inspector in charge of re-opening the Examination in Public of the Stroud Local Plan 

making three points: that the proposed new future housing  allocation of 11,200, 

including land West of Stonehouse, seemed to be based on unsubstantiated 

calculations; that Standish Parish Council wished to be given an opportunity to 

present representations about West of Stonehouse since the allocation included land 



in Standish parish; and that it was of concern that Standish had been omitted from 

the list categorising areas in the district for different levels of development and was 

in fact listed as level five for no development; ACTION clerk.  e) Standish Hospital 

Partnership Board -  Cllr Stafford reported that the latest board meeting had been 

cancelled and was rescheduled for 21st January, 2015.  

15/6:  County and district councillors’ reports: Cllr Williams had toured her 

county ward with its highways manager and asked for suggestions for improvements 

that might be considered, excluding tasks of ongoing maintenance.  Budget 

constraints continued with the county due to spend £27 million less in the 

forthcoming financial year.  Cllr Stephens highlighted the forthcoming resumption of 

the Stroud Local Plan Examination in Public, and also considered the community 

would greatly benefit from the completion of the Standish Neighbourhood 

Development Plan.  

     Cllrs Williams and Stephens left the meeting. 

15/7: Consideration of Section 106 community infrastructure projects:  The 

clerk introduced a practical helpsheet for town and parish councils considering 

projects which might gain from developers’ contributions.  The SMART – Specific 

Measurable, Achievable, Realistic and Timely/Targeted – project test was outlined, 

and also an application form was received.  It was agreed members would consider 

possibilities in readiness for discussion at the next meeting.  ACTION councillors 

 

15/8: Finance report and budget:  The list of council payments was presented.  

Cllr Stafford proposed, and it was seconded by Cllr Stevens and unanimously agreed, 

that payments be vired to the NDP budget because the value of the advice from the 

planning consultant on the changes to the Local Plan had proved fundamental to the 

NDP work. 

Payments  as follows were then approved – J. A Barber £137.61, Keystone Ecology 

(EbD) £1,493.02, Keystone Ecology (NDP constraints map) £1,512.00, GRCC (NDP) 

£375, Avoca Planning (NDP) £900, Avoca Planning (Westington) £1,000.  

The 2015-16 budget (attached) was amended and expenditure of £8,000 during 

2015-16 agreed.  Cllr Stafford proposed and it was unanimously agreed that the 

precept would be requested at a standstill £7,000 for 2015-16, less the £124 Local 

Council Tax Support grant. ACTION clerk. Cllr Stafford’s motion made clear that 

reserves would be used, should they be needed, to make up the £1,000 shortfall.  

She however stressed, and it was agreed, that such use of reserves might be only a 

one-off decision and that in subsequent years parishioners should be clear the 

precept would either have to rise or expenditure be cut. 

 

15/9: Clerk’s report:  A handyman had been asked to repair the rear guttering on 

the Oxlynch Lane bus shelter and to submit a price for a possible ceiling in the 



Horsemarling Lane bus shelter but, following discussion, it was agreed not to 

proceed with the ceiling. 
The council agreed to nominate Cllr Dicker, who had completed outstanding service 

to the community, to enter a draw to attend a Buckingham Palace Garden Party on 

May 20th, 2015. ACTION clerk 

Cllr Dicker said the Arlebrook sign needed repair and that the drainage gulley and 

pavement near the church needed cleaning. The clerk would report the matters to 

the GCC contractors.  

The clerk was to attend two GAPTC trainings this month. The first on January 14th 

“Finance Revisited” would highlight revised guidance for parish and town councils. 

The second on January 28th was a refresher “Preparing for Audit”. 

 

 15/10: Planning matters:   a) Javelin Park -  Cllr Oppenheimer reported extreme 

disappointment that the incinerator had been allowed on appeal by the Secretary of 

State. A possible judicial review of the decision was under consideration by 

incinerator opponents;  b) Application S.14/2860/FUL:  Cllrs supported the proposed 

balcony and escape stairs at Moreton Hill Care Centre, Horsemarling Lane. 

ACTJION clerk 

 

15/11:  Councillors’ items/date of next meeting:  Cllr Dicker reported that the 

bus stop at The Sheiling was being moved forward. The next meeting would be on 

February 12th, 2015. 

The meeting closed at 9.05pm. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  


