
 
 

MINUTES OF 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY, JULY 9th, 2015 AT 7.00pm 

AT STANDISH VILLAGE HALL 

  

Present:  Cllrs S. Oppenheimer (chair), S. Dicker, D. Montague, G. Stevens, two members of the 

public, Ms T. Penny of Green Square, the clerk. 

15/73: Apologies:  Stroud District Cllr S. Davies. 

15/74: Declarations of interest: Cllr Oppenheimer member GlosVAIN, CAB volunteer, Cllr 

Dicker member Village Hall Committee. 

15/75: Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, June 11th, 2015, were 

approved after it was an agreed that an omission highlighted by Cllr Stevens would be here 

recorded. The addendum to minute 15/68a was that Cllr Stevens had placed on record his feeling 

that the existing or a replacement Village Hall should be considered if there was any developers’ 

Section 106 monies available. 

15/76: Adoption of Code of Conduct:  An up to date Code of Conduct previously circulated 

was adopted.  Copies would be placed in the council records and on its website to ensure its 

availability to the public. 

15/77: Co-option of new councillor: An application for the vacant council seat had been 

received from Mrs Sue Hartley. At the invitation of the chair Mrs Hartley read to the meeting her 

letter which outlined her extensive experience as a local government employee, her involvement 

in the Standish community since moving to live in the parish eight years ago, and her other 

voluntary activities.  She and Ms Penny then left the room.  A second member of the public 

declined to leave and stayed for the discussion. Cllr Oppenheimer proposed and Cllr Montague 

seconded her co-option.  On a vote there were three in favour of her joining the council, with one 

abstention.The clerk invited those absent to return to the room.  Mrs Hartley was welcomed as a 

member of Standish Parish Council and took part in the rest of the meeting in that capacity. 

15/78: Presentation by Green Square:  Ms Terri Penny from the Green Square Group, 

comprised of three housing associations, circulated the group’s proposals for the Stagholt Playing 

Fields car park and talked the meeting through what was proposed.  Five affordable homes to rent 

and two more for shared ownership were suggested at the current pre-planning application 

consultation stage.  The site was within Standish Parish but owned by neighbouring Stonehouse 

Town Council.  Stagholt was considered a rural exception site in planning terms.  Green Square 

was working with Stonehouse TC on the project.  An example of Green Square’s recent work 

locally was Blackwell Court in Stonehouse.  A question and answer session, then general 

discussion followed.  Standish Cllrs were assured Standish residents would have first call on the 

affordable homes.  They requested a bus shelter as a potential Section 106/Community 



Infrastructure Levy benefit from the scheme, and stressed the need for elderly person’s 

bungalow(s) within Standish. A full public consultation would follow.  Ms Penny agreed to take 

forward Standish Cllrs’ suggestions. Cllrs agreed a meeting should be arranged, probably in 

September, with Stonehouse TC to explore joint Section 106 priorities. 

15/79: Public questions: There were none. 

15/80: Updates on: a) Neighbourhood Development Plan –  There had again been no 

further progress.  A suggestion from the clerk that an independent person, experienced in 

compilation of NDPs, could be approached to re-enliven the process and take if forward to 

completion was accepted.  The clerk was asked to set up an exploratory meeting with the person, 

the chair and a representative or representatives of the stalled Standish NDP Group; b) West of 

Stonehouse – Cllr Stevens highlighted transport infrastructure issues which clearly showed this 

3,500 home proposal could not be a bolt-on to Stonehouse but would have to be considered as a 

new stand alone development; c) Standish House -  Stroud District Council had adopted and 

circulated the new Standish House Concept Statement. Cllrs Oppenheimer and Dicker would 

represent the council at a meeting of the Standish House Partnership Board on July 13th, 2015; d) 

Footpaths survey - Cllr Dicker was awaiting further replies to the survey which had been 

circulated with Span; e) Section 106 “wish list” -  The Clerk had received information 

suggesting that the present Village Hall would only be considered for S106 support if the present 

short lease was considerably extended.  Cllr Stevens re-emphasised the importance of keeping a 

possible new village hall in mind for Standish.  The lease on the current hall expired in 15 years’ 

time and Cllr Stevens was keen to see a new hall earmarked for any 106 benefits that might be 

forthcoming. Cllr Oppenheimer pointed out the community would need to be consulted about such 

a big project and she suggested the possibility be included in the forthcoming NDP questionnaire; 

f) B4008 footpath/cycleway/bridleway -  The clerk outlined information available from the 

Mid Cotswold Tracks and Trails Group which appeared to assist the creation of this new 

recreational route which had been requested by some residents at the Standish Annual Parish 

Meeting. The clerk had gained an indication from a Stroud District Council officer that such a route 

might well be suitable for Section 106 benefit.  It was agreed the possibility of the route could 

also be included in the NDP questionnaire.   

15/81: Reports from county and district councillors:  There were none.  Cllrs asked the 

clerk to contact each reminding them of future Standish PC meeting dates and requesting written 

report(s) if they were unable to attend. 

15/82: Finance report: The clerk reported a request for grant assistance from the Stroud and 

District Citizens Advice Bureau.  Cllrs agreed to grant this charity £60.  External auditors Grant 

Thornton had completed and returned the council’s audit.  The annual return would now be 

publicised as available for inspection by electors;   a) Quarterly budget comparison -  the first 

quarterly comparison of budget to expenditure for 2015-16 was received and is attached; b) 

Council payments – The following list of payments of the council was approved: S. Dicker 

(paths map) £12.00, J. A. Barber £126.09, Post Office (HMRC) £27.60, Grant Thornton (audit) 

£100.00 and Stroud and District CAB £60.00. 

15/83: Clerk’s report/correspondence:  The Standish House Planning Concept Statement 

had been approved by SDC and an e-copy sent to members. 



Amey were preparing their winter adverse weather plans and had asked for snow warden etc. 

nomination(s). Cllr Stevens was prepared to be snow warden.  Cllr Hartley said her son-in-law Mr 

Chris Adlam had last year offered to be snow plough operator but had received no details about 

the proposed arrangements from Amey. The clerk was instructed to contact Amey to gain 

information about payment, training etc. required by Mr Adlam. Cllrs also requested a new lidded 

salt bin(s) and again the clerk would enquire whether Amey provided them. 

The Electoral Commission had published its final recommendations confirming Standish as within a 

three member SDC Hardwicke Ward from the 2016 elections onwards. This is subject to 

Parliamentary approval. 

Correspondence: Notification of Frampton Country Fair on September 13th, 2015; 

An invitation to the GAPTC agm on July 18th, 2015 at Highnam Community Centre was accepted 

by Cllr Dicker; A thank you letter for its grant (towards churchyard maintenance) was received 

from Standish Parochial Church Council. Notice of closure of bridleway EST16 and footpaths 

EST32 and EST33 for bridge refurbishment works at Black Bridge from June 22nd, 2015 for 12 

weeks; An invitation to an SDC event promoting local film locations would be forwarded to the 

Standish Village Hall Committee; An invitation to a meeting with the Gloucestershire Police and 

Crime Commissioner Martin Surl on September 9th, 2015 at Waterwells was accepted by Cllr 

Dicker. 

 

15/84: Planning Matters: a) Javelin Park – Cllr Oppenheimer had attended the High Court 

when SDC brought its challenge to the permission for the UBB incinerator at Javelin Park. She felt 

the objectors, including Standish PC, had a 50 per cent chance of success.  The judge was so far 

still considering her ruling. A meeting in Stroud about an alternative Bio Centre had been well 

attended and had presented a case which would make the incinerator unviable; b) Application 

S.15/0110/FUL – Cllrs noted that this high dependence annexe at Standish Vicarage, 

Haresfield, had been refused by the SDC. 

 

15/85: Councillors’ items for future discussion/date of next meeting:  There were no 

new items for future debate. The next meeting would be on September 10th, 2015. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.50pm. 

 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………...... Date: …………………………………………. 

 

 

 

NB: Please scroll down for quarterly budget comparison. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 

Quarterley comparison budget to expenditure 2015-16 

 

   Budget June 30th Sept 31st  Dec 31st Mar 31st 

 

   £  £  £  £  £ 

VAT   200  0 

Legal/audit/ins 700  610 

Staff   1,750  381 

Post/stationery 200  61 

HMRC (tax NI) 400  79 

Sec 137 (grants) 100  36 

Parish plan/NDP 1,000  0 

(inc planning fund) 2,000  0 

Mtnce/repairs/grass 200  75 

Sec 146 (church’yd) 900  900 

Training  200  0 

Sec 145  100  0 

Village Hall hire 250  0 

Misc   100  13 

   ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Total:    8,000  2,154 

 

 


