
MINUTES OF 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY, JULY 14TH, 2016 AT 7.00pm 

AT STANDISH VILLAGE HALL 

  

16/87: Present: Cllrs G. Stevens (chair), S. Dicker, S. Hartley, S. Oppenheimer, Stroud District 

Cllr Tom Skinner, Sarah Griffiths and Cullen Riley representing St Modwen, Mark Thorne (part) rep 

St Modwen, the clerk. 

16/88: Apologies: Cllr R. Kellie. At this point the chairman welcomed to his first meeting Tom 

Skinner, one of the parish’s three new Stroud District Councillors. 

16/89: Declarations of interest: Cllr Dicker member Standish Village Hall Committee, Cllr 

Hartley, member GlosVAIN,  Cllr Oppenheimer member GlosVAIN,  director Revolution R4C. The 

chairman, mindful of a later item about public footpaths, drew attention to the fact that several 

crossed his farmland and that he would withdraw from the debate later in the evening if any 

conflict of interests appeared to arise.  

16/90:: Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on June 9th, 2016, were approved as a 

correct record and signed. 

16/91: Public questions/participation:  None. 

16/92: County and district councillors’ reports: (This item was taken out of agenda order 

while the council awaited the arrival of Mr Thorne, the third member of the St Modwen team.) Cllr 

Skinner highlighted that refuse collections had the previous week changed to a new operator and 

that he would pass back any glitches to the council. Fly tipping had become a real problem and 

Cllr Skinner offered on advice from police and the Neighbourhood Warden on how to report it.  

Shed and farm crime was also again an issue and again advice was given. Cllr Skinner was aware 

of a considerable number of major planning applications in surrounding areas which might impact 

on Standish. Members responded by drawing his especial attention to the existing and expected 

volumes and speeds of traffic on the B4008 through Standish. 

16/93: Pre-application presentation re: East Quedgeley Business Park:  Representatives 

from St Modwen, proposers of the business park, were present and outlined their indicative 

scheme for the site, which was old RAF land containing former aircraft hangars which had since 

been used for storage and distribution. The company had been responsible for development of the 

nearby West Quedgeley Business Park. Both sites were allocated in the Stroud Local Plan for 

employment use.  St Modwen would shortly be submitting a formal outline planning application for 

East Quedgeley. The site was right on the motorway and St Modwen was looking at provision of 

storage and distribution facilities.  Traffic specialist Mr Riley said the site was predicated to 

generate 400 new peak hour trips of which 75 per cent would route towards the M5 and 

Gloucester, both north and south, and the remaining 25 per cent would go to Stonehouse. 

Discussion, and questions and answers, followed. Councillors expressed their concerns about 

increased traffic, including extra lorries, on the B4008 through Standish.  They were further 

worried about the dangers of the same road for cyclists and about an existing hazardous cycleway 

near the East Quedgeley site. The team from St Modwen then left the meeting. 



16/94: Financial matters: a) List of council payments: The below list was approved.  

                                                Date incurred 

R. Kellie (APM refreshments)  £50.86  12/5/16   

Standish Village Hall    £168.75  historic   

GAPTC      £50.00  1/7/16 

Softlink Computer Systems Ltd.  £60.00  17/6/16* 

Post Office      £27.00  28/9/11   

J. Barber (incs stationery)   £143.06  28/9/11 

GAPTC     £14.00   1/7/16 

*As permitted under Financial Regulations 3.4, urgent repairs 

b) Quarterly reconciliation: The financial situation at the close of the first quarter was presented 

and is attached. The clerk highlighted that when compared to budget it was clear that expenditure 

had exceeded – or nearly - the allocated spending in the following categories - legal/ins/fees £630 

(total budget £750), Section 137 £130 (budget £100), maintenance and repairs £1,022 (budget 

£500).  

The latter was, however, explained by works to the Village Green trees (£730) which were 

commissioned last financial year but paid for this year, and also by the emergency repairs (£292) 

to the stolen tiles on the Horsemarling bus shelter. 

Cllr Oppenheimer requested the comparison to budget be presented in all categories in a 

tabulated format which would be put before to the next meeting. 

 

16/94: Clerk’s report/correspondence: It was agreed that a letter of congratulations be sent 

to Gloucestershire County Cllr for Standish Lesley Williams after she was made MBE in the Queen’s 

90th Birthday Honours. 

Chairman Cllr Stevens had attended and found most beneficial a GAPTC chairmanship training 

course. 

Notification, with advice, was received from SDC of the withdrawal of the Jigsaw website on 

1/12/16. 

GCC had discussed the council’s snow plough/operative training request and concluded it was not 

a priority at present. 

Highways were in the process of relocating the grit bin at the bottom of Oxlynch Lane to the grass 

triangle (Amey ref 22006025). 

The matter of the condition of the access route to the Stonehouse allotments had been passed to 

GCC Rights of Way after GCC inquiries revealed it was a RoW (Amey ref 22006027). The clerk was 

instructed to investigate the ownership of this RoW. 

 Previously circulated via e-mail: 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust Walk4Wildlife and Barn owl help 

Fastershire news 

GAPTC AGM documents (July 16th, 2016, in Newent) 

Neil Carmichael MP re: Post EU referendum 

June “Councils Connected” 

The Door monthly update 

Amey highways re: reporting details 

SDC seminar for chairman and re: public speaking 

Cotswolds Conservation Board annual review 



GCC newly adopted Local Transport Plan 

GCC Sustainability Transformation Plan 

 

16/95: Public Rights of Way: Cllr Oppenheimer had received a complaint about the overgrown 

nature of a path in the parish and felt the issue was of general and wider concern. She proposed a 

proactive programme of members’ walks over several months to inspect the paths, understand 

their condition, and report the findings to the GCC Rights of Way officer(s) for action(s). Cllrs 

Hartley and Stevens agreed to support the initiative.   

 

16/96: Planning matters: a) It was noted that application S.16/0826/FUL for five dwellings at 

Welches Farm, Horsemarling Lane, had been withdrawn; b) Response to previously circulated 

Stonehouse draft Neighbourhood Development Plan. Members felt additional time was needed to 

study this plan and agreed to meet informally to agree their comment(s). 

 

16/97: Updates on: a) Neighbourhood Development Plan - Cllrs Hartley and Oppenheimer 

would have a last ditch attempt to pull together a meeting in September after which, if that was 

unsuccessful, the matter would be left to lie on the table; b) Standish House/Partnership 

Board – Cllr Hartley had previously circulated minutes of the latest board meeting at which it was 

stated that the Homes and Communities Agency had, after a bidding process, appointed P. J. 

Livesey to develop the former hospital site. The company was a specialist developer with 

experience of developments involving historic buildings.  P. J. Livesey were proposing a residential 

led development retaining key buildings including Standish House, the Stables, the Men’s and 

Women’s wards, the cottages to the rear of the site and the lodge at the entrance to the site, 

although the proposed demolition of the nurses’ home would be questioned. An early indication 

from the developer proposed that a total of 125 units would be delivered across the site including 

47 refurbished units within the listed and historic buildings (including the iconic blocks) and 78 

units as enabling new build development distributed across the site. The new build houses would 

provide a good mix of house types and sizes including cottages, houses, town houses, and mews 

style properties. The proposed scheme would retain public rights of way across the site, re-

establish the former historic gardens and maintain and enhance ecological features such as the 

pond and brook. The Homes and Communities Agency had an aspiration to integrate an element 

of community use within the scheme and would work with the council(s) to see how this might be 

included. A public meeting was being arranged for September 21st, at 7.30pm at Standish Village 

Hall at which an overview of the plans would be presented and residents would have the 

opportunity to ask questions; c) UBB Community Liaison – Cllr Hartley reported that the latest 

of these community liaison meetings had included considerable discussion of traffic movements 

around the new incinerator to be built at Javelin Park which had resulted in UBB agreeing to visit 

the site access roads and mini roundabout at peak times. A schedule of work, which was starting 

this month, had been circulated  Cllrs had begun work on identifying sites in Standish for native 

tree hedgerow plantings to screen the view of the incinerator and would shortly complete the task 

and submit their proposals; d) Multi-user B4008 trail – In close liaison with the Mid-Glos 

Tracks and Trails Group a bid had been submitted to the Gloucestershire Police and Crime 

Commissioner’s fund for £3,700 for the trail feasibility study. The clerk would circulate a copy to 

the member not on e-mail. Cllr Oppenheimer expected a decision would take a month or so. A 

meeting with GCC officer Jill Matthew was planned on July 19th, 2016, to discuss potential use of 

GCC lands for the trail; e) Council website - Formal notification had now been received that the 



SDC was withdrawing its support for council and community group websites on December 1st, 

2016. Standish Village Hall Committee had now confirmed that their existing Standish Village site 

could be shared with the parish council. Cllr Hartley would arrange the relevant training in its use 

for herself and the clerk; f) Newsletter - Cllr Hartley thanked members for their contributions to 

the summer edition which she would now complete.  Artwork and layout would be undertaken and 

it was hoped to distribute the newsletter by the end of July, 2016; g) Standish Lane litter – 

The office of the Gloucestershire Police and Crime Commissioner had formally acknowledged 

receipt of the council’s concerns about police reaction following the discovery of drug production 

refuse dumped in Standish Lane.  The matter had been passed to the Chief Constable, as she was 

responsible for operational matters, and a response was awaited; h) CAB services – Cllr Hartley 

had obtained figures that showed three Standish residents had been helped during 2015-16 by 

this charity, which offered drop-in outreach services on Thursdays in Stonehouse as well as its 

Freephone. 

 

16/98: Councillors’ items for future discussion/date of next meeting: Cllr Oppenheimer 

offered her apologies for the next meeting.  Cllr Dicker was concerned by the standard of grass 

cutting in Standish churchyard which was, however, the responsible of the Parochial Church 

Council.  The next meeting would be on September 8th, 2016.   

 

The meeting closed at 9.17pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………… Date: ……………………….. 

 

 

 


