
D R A F T/U N A P P R O V E D 

 

MINUTES OF 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY, JUNE 11th, 2015 AT 7.00pm 

AT STANDISH VILLAGE HALL 

  

Election of chair/vice-chair:  It was proposed by Cllr Stevens, seconded by Cllr 

Montague that Cllr Oppenheimer be elected chair. Cllr Oppenheimer accepted the 

role, although making clear this would be her last year as chair.  

Cllr Montague then proposed, and Cllr Oppenheimer seconded, that Cllr Stevens be 

elected vice-chair. Cllr Stevens was duly elected vice-chair. 

 

Present: Cllrs Sue Oppenheimer (chair), Stanley Dicker, Drew Montague and 

Graham Stevens, the clerk. 

15/61: Apologies:  Stroud District Cllr Stephen Davies. 

15/62: Declarations of interest:  Cllr Oppenheimer member GlosVAIN, CAB 

volunteer, Cllr Dicker member Village Hall Committee. 

15/63: Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on May 14th, 2015, were 

approved and signed as a correct record. 

15/64: Public questions: There were none. 

15/65: Updates on: a) Neighbourhood Development Plan - There had been no 

further progress; b) West of Stonehouse – Cllr Stevens reported that the 

Examination in Public of the Stroud District Local Plan had taken place at the Ebley 

Mill Council Chamber.  Developers present had promoted the West of Stonehouse 

proposal for 1,350 new homes.  The Strategic Planning Alliance, to which Standish 

Parish Council belonged, had presented the case against these homes.  Cllr 

Oppenheimer agreed SPA had done its best to put its case, including making the 

point that an assessment of the traffic impact on the B4008 road through Standish 

had not been carried out.  The inquiry inspector had expressed surprise at that, said 

Cllr Oppenheimer; c) Standish House – The council’s response had been 

submitted to the Stroud District Council draft concept statement for Standish House, 

formerly Standish Hospital and was attached to the May parish council minutes. 

Stroud District Council had since sent a copy of all the responses received, and said 

a report would be produced for its Environment Committee on June 18th, 2015.  



 

15/66: Reports from county and district councillors – There were none. 

15/67: Co-option of a councillor – There had been no applications for the 

vacancy on the council following advertisements in Span parish magazine and on the 

council’s own website.  It was agreed councillors would informally approach 

residents, whom they thought might be interested, to chat more about the role. 

15/68: Matters arising from the Annual Parish Meeting: a) Section 106 wish 

list - The clerk was instructed to liaise with the Stroud District Council officer 

responsible for this list. Ideas from the APM had included a footpath/cycle/bridleway 

beside the B4008 into Stonehouse, and also children’s play equipment on the Village 

Green. Cllr Oppenheimer suggested, and it was agreed, that these ideas be included 

in the forthcoming Neighbourhood Development Plan residents’ 

questionnaire/survey. The clerk was further asked to ascertain from SDC whether 

funding towards the church owned Village Hall would be eligible for 106 benefits; b) 

Footpaths survey – Cllr Dicker had prepared maps for residents to assist with the 

survey of the condition of the paths. The maps would be distributed with Span and 

returned as instructed on them; c) Parish merger – Parishioners at the APM had 

not been in favour of this suggestion from former Cllr Rachel Stafford.  The idea 

would be left to lie on the table; d) B4008 footpath/cycleway/bridleway – The 

Mid-Glos Tracks and Trails group which had formerly promoted this and other horse 

riders’ routes would be contacted to see if they had any feasibility information. 

15/69: Finance report: A request for grant help towards the upkeep of Standish 

Churchyard was agreed.   a) Internal auditor’s report – Mr Martin Scott was 

thanked for undertaking this work.  He had found the council’s accounts a true and 

fair view of the year’s activity. The clerk would reply to his concern about e-back up 

of financial records, which were unbeknown to Mr Scott regularly copied onto an 

external hard drive. His advice that a VAT reclaim be done would be acted upon. His 

suggestion that the clerk receive additional Excel training would be followed up; b) 

Council payments – The list of council payments that follows was approved – R. 

Stafford (APM refreshments) £12.32, Post office (tax NI) £25.80, J. A. Barber* 

£137.57, Standish PCC (churchyard grant) £900. * includes a year’s worth of SAE for 

delivery of Span. 

15/70: Clerk’s report/correspondence - The alleged pollution of the brook 

beside Oxlynch Lane was reported to the Environment Agency which gave the 

reference of 1340253 for future reference. 

The SDC Joint Cluster Group meeting took place on June 2nd, 2015 at Ebley Mill 

Council Chamber. Cllr Dicker, who represented the council, said information had 

included Neighbourhood Watch advice. 



GCC had provided information about Active Together and Children’s Activity Fund 

grants 2015. 

Skanska had sent notice of possible disruption due to their roadworks at M5 Junction 

13 for Highways England. The scheme would start in August and was expected to 

run for about 16 months. 

 

15/71: Planning matters: a) Javelin Park – The SDC legal challenge to the 

permission for this incinerator was due to take place at the High Court later in June.  

A Toxin Free Tea Party was planned by opponents of the incinerator at 4pm on June 

20th, 2015.  Councillors agreed to assist distribution of invitations; b) Application 

S.15/1133/FUL – roof over existing storage bunker at Standish Lane Depot – Cllrs 

had no comment to make; c) Eastington Neighbourhood Development Plan 

response – The plan, which had been previously circulated to members, was noted. 

 

15/72: Councillors items for future discussion/date of next meeting: The 

next meeting would be on July 9th, 2015. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.50pm. 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………… Date: ……………………………………………. 

 


