
 

U n a p p r o v e d 
 

 

MINUTES OF 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY, MARCH 10TH, 2016 AT 7.00pm 

AT STANDISH VILLAGE HALL 

  

16/33: Present: Cllrs S. Oppenheimer (chair), S. Dicker, S. Hartley, D. Montague, G. Stevens, 

GCC officer J. Mattock, four members of the public, the clerk (from 7.05pm). 

16/34: West of Stonehouse highways’ issues: Due to the late arrival of the clerk the 

meeting began with agenda item four, to welcome Gloucestershire County Council officer Jamie 

Mattock to discuss the effect on B4008 highways’ issues of the 1,350 home and commercial 

development West of Stonehouse.  Ms Mattock gave an explanation of the industry standard 

paramic traffic modelling which had evidenced various road/junction improvements to be carried 

out at trigger stages throughout the development.  The improvements were, however, all along 

the A419 corridor and not the B4008 through Standish where, to parish councillors’ 

disappointment, the traffic had not modelled to increase sufficiently to prompt remedial works.  

Ms Mattock had noted Standish Parish Council’s achievement in getting the multi-use B4408 trail 

included in the GCC’s Draft Local Transport Plan.  Questions and answers followed, including 

points raised by Cllr Stevens relating to the recent Ecotricity Eco-Park proposal. Cllr Oppenheimer 

thanked Ms Mattock for her attendance. 

16/35: Public questions/participation: Resident Peter Wright introduced his partner Sally 

and himself as the applicants in a proposal for Cherry Fair that was to be considered later in the 

meeting.  Mr Wright stated that he intended to demolish an existing bungalow on the site and 

replace it with a timber clad, environmentally friendly, eco-dwelling.    

A member of the public commented on information Ms Mattock had given about HGVs. He was  

concerned that lorries turning right into the Javelin Park incinerator site might impede traffic flow. 

The speaker further drew attention to how flooding in Standish Lane had eroded the road edge 

causing concern that vehicles might end up in the Arle Brook. He had reported this to the 

responsible GCC cabinet member and senior officer. A discussion followed about the culvert which 

was causing this flooding and the responsibilities of riparian owners.  Another resident drew 

attention to a blocked culvert at Black Bridge.  The clerk advised that issues including flooding 

could be reported via the GCC website to its contractors Amey. Reference numbers given to such 

reports enabled complainants to follow up issues in the future if they remained unresolved. 

At this point the meeting reverted to the items as ordered on the agenda. 

16/36: Apologies:  Apologies were received from GCC Cllr Lesley Williams and Stroud District 

Cllr Stephen Davies. 



16/37: Declarations of interest:  Cllr Oppenheimer member GlosVAIN, volunteer Stroud CAB, 

director Revolution R4C; Cllr Dicker member Standish Village Hall Committee, Cllr Hartley, member 

GlosVAIN. 

16/38: Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on February 11th, 2016, were approved and 

signed.  

16/39: County and district councillors’ reports: Stroud District Cllr Davies had submitted a 

written report which included that the district element of the council tax was to rise by 1.99 per 

cent.  The SDC had acknowledged that it had badly handled and would revisit the withdrawal of 

the Jigsaw powered websites for parish councils within its area. The new green waste scheme was 

being rolled out and feedback was being welcomed.  Cllr Davies had asked that traffic modelling 

around the Ecotricity Eco-Park proposal be extended.  The request had been agreed, but no 

timescales given. 

16/40: Outcomes of highways’ manager’s visit: GCC Area Highways’ Manager Andrew 

Middlecote had e-mailed a list of actions/potential solutions to 13 issues raised during his walk 

around Standish with parish council members.  Additional signs to combat speeding and measures 

to combat flooding were included.  The clerk was instructed to reply thanking Mr Middlecote for 

his assistance so far, pointing out that the council would be monitoring progress, and saying it 

looked forward to seeing the remaining tasks undertaken.  Issues had included a blocked drain on 

Standish Lane which had been jetted but which Mr Middlecote would be advised was still blocked. 

Attention would also be drawn to the Standish Lane culvert mentioned at minutes 16/35.The clerk 

would request Stroud District Council repair or replace the street name plate for Arlebrook. 

16/41  Updates on: a) Neighbourhood Development Plan – Cllr Oppenheimer had called a 

meeting, but had received apologies, and so would re-arrange the meeting; b) West of 

Stonehouse – Nothing new to report; c) Standish House/Partnership Board – Several bids 

to the Homes and Communities Agency for the site had been received by the deadline of February 

26th, 2016, and were being assessed Any further update had been refused at this stage because 

of Standish PC’s written support for one candidate.  The preferred bidder was expected to be 

chosen by the end of March. A Partnership Board meeting was scheduled for April 14th, 2016, 

which it was hoped the preferred bidder would attend; d) UBB Community 

Liaison/Community Fund Group – Cllr Hartley had circulated minutes of the February 17th, 

2016, meeting attended by representatives of parish councils and staff from UBB, the providers of 

the Javelin Park incinerator.  Terms of reference of the group were discussed as was the 

possibility of trees being planted in Standish to obscure the view of the incinerator. Cllrs Stevens 

and Oppenheimer would look for potential tree planting sites. The council then agreed to appoint 

Mr Chris Harmer as its pro bono expert adviser on the group.  Cllr Hartley reported further on the 

first meeting of a sub-group which had discussed air monitoring to provide a baseline that could 

be used for comparison purposes when the incinerator began operating; e) Multi-user B4008 

trail – After representation from Standish PC this had now been included in the GCC Draft Local 

Transport Plan.  Cllrs Oppenheimer and Hartley had met the Mid-Glos Tracks and Trails behind the 

idea of the project. The council agreed the next step should be to meet GCC estates officer(s) as 

owners of tenanted farmland which might be affected the project.  The clerk would obtain these 

officers contact details for the Chair to arrange the meeting; f) Oxlynch Lane grit bin – This 

was adjourned to allow further time for Cllr Dicker to consult residents who had earlier complained 



about salt spilled from the old bin.  A site for a replaced old or a new bin, possibly with a concrete 

base, was also to be agreed with the householders by Cllr Dicker; g) New council website - Cllr 

Hartley reported that Standish Village Hall Committee was in favour of the idea of sharing its new 

website with the council which would bring advantages to both organisations.  It was agreed in 

principle to proceed to share but to await the outcome of a grant application by the clerk for 

provision of a site.  Cllr Davies’ mention, earlier in the meeting, that Stroud District Council was to 

revisit its withdrawal of the council’s existing site would also be awaited. Cllr Hartley would inform 

the Village Hall Committee; h) Horsemarling bus shelter – The theft of tiles from the shelter 

roof had been reported by Cllr Dicker to police who had logged the crime with the reference 

number CR/004933/16 but had also said there was insufficient evidence to detect the offender(s). 

The insurance excess in the event of a claim would be £125.00.  The clerk was instructed to 

obtain three quotations for the repairs, in liaison with Cllr Stevens who would meet potential 

contactors at the site; i) Litter pick – Arrangements for the volunteers’ litter pick on Sunday, 

March 13th, 2016, were finalised with Cllr Hartley kindly agreeing to organise refreshments.  She 

would be reimbursed for the expense. 

 

16/42:  Council payments: The below list of council payments** was approved:  

John Bloxsom    £300.00 (10/10/15) 

PATA      £22.50 (6/10/11) 

GAPTC     £71.42 (10/3/16) 

The Post Office    £26.80 (28/9/11) 

J. Barber      £110.69 (28/9/11) 

The Post Office    £26.60* (28/9/11) 

 

*Cheque no 000674 for tax/NI for £26.60 was in error made to payee HMRC last month (11th 

February, 2016) instead of the Post Office.  It has not been issued. Approval is therefore 

requested for the replacement cheque no 000677 for £26.60 correctly made out to payee The 

Post Office. 

Council is also asked to note that the clerk was accidentally repaid £12.59 for printer ink in both 

January and February. The sum of £12.59 has therefore been deducted from the clerk’s payment 

this month. 

**The dates expenditure was incurred are in brackets. 

16/43: Clerk’s report/correspondence: Nomination forms for the May 5th, 2016, elections 

were available from the clerk.  Candidates were asked to note a change to arrangements – the 

deadline for withdrawals was now the same as the deadline for delivery of completed nomination 

papers. The joint deadline was 4pm on April 7th, 2016. Councillors wished to encourage 

participation in local democracy with posters encouraging nominees.  The clerk would check the 

legality and, if such ads were permitted, would forward suitable posters for the parish 

noticeboards to Cllr Dicker.   

Stonehouse town clerk had replied that she was looking into Cllr Dicker’s assertion, made at the 

last meeting, that the “Welcome to Stonehouse” sign near Horsemarling was actually sited within 

Standish parish. 



Standish Village Hall Committee had asked that the parish council confine its storage to its one 

filing cabinet because they wished to let out the rear room. This added urgency to the need to 

sort through council paperwork and deliver what documents should be saved for posterity to the 

Gloucestershire Archives for safe keeping. It was agreed the filing cabinet key would be obtained 

for Cllr Stevens, Cllr Dicker and the clerk to sort through the paperwork in readiness for Cllr 

Oppenheimer to deliver what should be retained to the archives. It was agreed that the 1894 

minute book already discovered could provide possible information for a future council newsletter. 

A circular had been received from a firm making Queen’s 90th birthday commemorative medals 

Ecoarborist had advised they would be carrying out the Village Green trees works at the end of 

March 2016. 

The SDC Rural Sustainable Drainage officer had replied to the council’s inquiry that he was funded 

to work only within the catchment of the River Frome but would, however, be happy to share with 

the council the principles of his project. It was agreed to invite him to council, possibly in 

September.  

Forwarded previously by e-mail: 

SDC February e-news 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust re: flower grasslands 

Cotswolds AONB re: Sustainable development fund 

Stonehouse Town Council response to Eco-Park proposal 

MP: Festomane ends with a bang   and Links and Connections 

The Door 25th anniversary and monthly update 

GAPTC empowering planning training 

 

16/44: Planning matters: a) Councillors noted application S.16/0284/DISCON, discharge of 
condition 3 (scheduled works) of S.15/2163/LBC relating to required structural integrity report at 3 
Horsemarling Farm, Horsemarling Lane, Standish, GL10 3BT; b) Council supported application 
S.16/0342/FUL Cherry Fair, Standish, to demolish existing dwelling and replace with a low energy 
and low carbon eco-home with annexed accommodation; c) Council noted permission was granted 
for a 20m x 40m horse exercise arena adjacent to 5 Standish Park Cottages, Standish Park. 
 
16/45: Councillors’ items/next meeting: Cllr Dicker was keen to replace a reproduction 
notice missing from the Horsemarling bus shelter at his own expense. It was agreed he could 
proceed. The next meeting would be on April 14th, 2016. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.26pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………… Date: ………………………………….. 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


