
 

MINUTES OF 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10th, 2015 AT 7.00pm 

AT STANDISH VILLAGE HALL 

  

15/86: Present:  Cllrs S. Oppenheimer (chair), S. Dicker, S. Hartley, G. Stevens, Stroud District 

Cllr S. Davies, Mr M. Comfort, Ms K. Degenberg, four members of the public, the clerk. 

15/87: Apologies:  Cllr D. Montague. 

15/88: Declarations of interest: Cllr Oppenheimer member GlosVAIN, CAB volunteer, Cllr 

Dicker member Village Hall Committee. 

15/89: Minutes:  Following clarification of amendments the minutes of the meeting held on 

Thursday, July 9th, 2015, were approved and signed as a correct record. 

15/90: PCSO Campbell/policing issues:  New local PCSO Debbie Campbell was unable to be 

present.   

15/91: Public questions/participation:  A member of the public raised her concerns about 

the dangers of speeding vehicles in Horsemarling Lane where there had also recently been a road 

traffic collision.  The local MP’s office had contacted Gloucestershire Highways on her behalf but 

neither they nor the Gloucestershire Road Safety Partnership had any accident statistics for the 

lane.  Cllr Oppenheimer advised the speaker that all accidents should be reported to police in 

order to build up statistics.  It was agreed a letter should be sent to Moreton Hill Care Home, 

whose staff and visitors were frequent users of Horsemarling Lane, and that some “20 is Plenty” 

signs would be put up in the lane. 

15/92: Stroud Commonwealth re: Standish House: Mr Comfort and Ms Degenberg from 

Stroud Commonwealth attended to speak to their briefing paper, previously circulated, which 

proposed an extended co-housing concept for people in need of care and their carers in converted 

ward blocks at the former Standish Hospital site.  Stroud Commonwealth’s previous achievements 

including a Social Enterprise Centre and a community land trust were highlighted. A community 

share issue was planned to part finance the proposal. Stroud Commonwealth requested support in 

principle for their idea from Standish Parish Council. Cllr Oppenheimer believed that the 

community might be broadly supportive since in the past residents had said their priority was 

health or social care for any future use for the old hospital.  Cllr Oppenheimer undertook to 

discuss Stroud Commonwealth’s proposal with the Standish Neighbourhood Plan Group to see if a 

question about the care co-housing might be included in a future NDP questionnaire. In view of 

the timescales, Cllr Hartley suggested that a one-off parish consultation might be needed. Public 

questions and answers from Stroud Commonwealth were then permitted. 

The meeting was briefly adjourned to allow members of the public to leave. 

15/93: County and district councillors’ reports:  Gloucestershire County Cllr Williams was 

not present and did not submit a report. Stroud District Cllr Davies drew attention to a proposal 



for a new football stadium and eco-business park near motorway junction 13 in Eastington.  There 

was not yet a formal planning application. Cllr Davies believed there were issues around the 

proposal including the inadequacy of the infrastructure, particularly the main A419 road.  Secondly 

the area had already suffered under the Stroud Local Plan with the allocation of hones West of 

Stonehouse and should not therefore be asked to accept even more development. Thirdly Cllr 

Davies was concerned by the stadium and park’s effect on the autistic community at William 

Morris House. Cllr Davies said also that planners were beginning to look at the details of West of 

Stonehouse and strongly urged Standish Parish Council to become engaged in that process 

through talks with the Stroud District Council. 

 15/94: Updates: a) Neighbourhood Development Plan -  Cllr Oppenheimer and Mr Martin 

Scott from the NDP Group had met with Mr John Bloxsom to seek a way forward for the Standish 

NDP process which had stalled.  Discussion had centered around the objectives of the NDP and 

whether those would be best achieved through an NDP or via another route. The objectives were 

listed as: Some controlled development; Affordable Housing; Projects; Protecting areas; Managing 

the development at the hospital e.g. Westridge; Maintaining the integrity of the AONB; and To get 

engagement and partnership with GCC as landowner. It was agreed to engage the services of Mr 

Boxsom for no more than two days to produce a recommendation for the next council meeting; 

b) West of Stonehouse – Cllr Stevens highlighted the help given to Standish by the Strategic 

Planning Alliance (SPA) group’s opposition to West of Stonehouse. Planning and traffic consultants 

and a barrister had been retained at a cost of around £20,000.  Cllr Stevens’ proposal that £1,000 

SPA planning consultant’s invoice be met by Standish was unanimously agreed. Cllr Oppenheimer 

said she had been impressed by the quality of SPA’s work and thanked Cllr Stevens for his liaison 

with SPA. The council’s response to further post submission changes to the Stroud District Council 

Local Plan, submitted during the summer holidays, was formally approved;  c) Standish House 

Partnership Board – Cllrs Oppenheimer, Hartley and Dicker had attended this discussion about 

the process of marketing the site.  The next meeting would be attended by Cllrs Oppenheimer and 

Hartley; d) Footpaths’ survey -  Cllr Dicker was disappointed at the poor response to this 

survey of the condition of parish paths, organised by himself.  A reminder asking people to 

participate would be written for Span by Cllr Dicker and the clerk; e) and f) Section 106 multi-

user trail – A meeting would be arranged by the clerk between Cllrs Hartley and Dicker and the 

chair of the planning committee of neighbouring Stonehouse Town Council to discuss the potential 

for mutual Section 106 benefit projects, including the Mid-Glos Tracks and Trails’ proposal for a 

multi-user footpath/cycleway/bridlepath beside the B4008. The latter group had written a detailed 

Section 106 bid proposal which had been attached to the agenda and which was welcomed by 

councillors. 

15/95: Policies adoption: Drafts of a publications policy, complaints policy and grants policy 

had been earlier circulated by the clerk.  The publications policy was approved.  Cllr Hartley felt 

the complaints’ policy as suggested required amendment for a council as small as Standish. Cllr 

Oppenheimer and Cllr Hartley proposed small changes to the grants policy. Each would be re-

drafted for potential adoption at a future meeting. 

15/96: Verbal reports: a) Trainings -  Cllr Hartley had attended two trainings, one from the 

GAPTC on planning had emphasised how NDPs were to enable development not protect from 

development. The second had highlighted an update that was required to the Standing Orders 

and which would be made by the clerk. Cllr Hartley also asked for GAPTC newsletters to be 



circulated to councillors; b) Police and Crime Commissioner’s meeting – had been attended 

by Cllr Dicker who had also represented Standish at a Neighbourhood Watch meeting. 

15/97: Alleged encroachment by Stonehouse -  Cllr Dicker had visited the Stonehouse Town 

Council owned allotments in Standish and was concerned gardeners there believed the allotments 

were in Stonehouse.  It was agreed there was little the council could do about people’s 

perceptions. 

15/98: Finance report: a) SPA grant request – this was dealt with under item 15/94b) 

above; b) Council payments – the following list of council payments was approved: 

Grant Thornton UK LLP (balance of audit fee)   £20.00 

PATA (payroll admin)      £45.60 

GAPTC (training)       £15.00 

HMRC (August)       £26.80 

HMRC (Sept)        £26.80 

J. A. Barber (two months)       £231.84 

 

15/99: Clerk’s report/correspondence: A £1,049.87 VAT reclaim has been paid to Standish 

PC after its submission by the clerk and RFO. 

Correspondence: 

A letter of thanks for their grant from Stroud District CAB 

Young Gloucestershire annual review 14-15 

The CPRE’s “Field Work” and “Countryside Voice” magazines 

Previously forwarded by e-mail: 

Three bulletins from MP Neil Carmichael about respectively productivity, fairer schools funding and 

the role of the Education Select Committee 

Healthwatch Gloucestershire explaining its role 

GCC asking the council to sign up to the Armed Forces Covenant 

Glos Wildlife Trust e-magazine 

Police re: operational changes in Gloucestershire 

Stroud Half Marathon closure of local roads on October 25th, 2015 

GRCC re: Right to Buy for housing association tenants 

Cotswold Tourism Matters summer edition 

SDC August e-news 

Stroud CAB invite to agm on September 16th, 2015 

Standish House now on market 

SDC re: new charges for bulky waste collections  

Cllr Oppenheimer said she would report on the CAB AGM which she would be attending  in 

another capacity.  

15/100:  Planning matters: a) UBB incinerator – A meeting with UBB, providers of the 

Javelin Park incinerator, and surrounding parish councils was now scheduled for October 9th at 

Hardwicke Village Hall.  Cllr Oppenheimer would attend; b) Application 15/0015/ASSETC -  

Council positively supported this application to include the athletics field, Stagholt Lane, on the 

register of Assets of Community Value;  c) Application S.15/1133/FUL – Stroud District 

Council had given permission for a permanent roof over the existing storage bunker at Standish 



Lane depot with solar panels to the south west elevation.  Cllr Hartley pointed out the scale of the 

development was over seven metres in height. 

15/101: Councillors’ items/date of next meeting: A future meeting between council 

representatives and Standish Village Hall Committee would be placed on the next agenda. Cllr 

Oppenheimer asked that the Community R 4 C MBT plant proposed for the Javelin Park site also 

be placed on the next agenda. Next meeting October 8th, 2015. 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………….. Date: …………………………………. 

 

 


