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With only 5 members, Standish Parish Council (SPC) is one of 
the smallest in the country. But you would be wrong to think that 
its members have little to do.  When I was co-opted onto SPC in 
July 2015, I was aware of some of the issues it was working on, 
but joining the Council has opened my eyes to all that this small 
group of people is doing on the local community’s behalf. This 
newsletter - which we aim to produce twice a year -  will give 
you a fuller picture of the work we are doing and supplement 
the short reports you receive monthly in SPAN. We hope you 
will find it interesting and would welcome your thoughts on any 
of the articles here. Our contact details are at the end of this 
newsletter.  
SUE HARTLEY

A New Newsletter for Standish Can You Help Develop a 
Neighbouhood Plan for Standish?
Neighbourhood planning is intended to give 
communities power to develop a shared vision for 
their neighbourhood and shape the development 
and growth of their locality. SPC started work on a 
Local Plan a while ago and several villagers have 
given time to help. We now want to press on and 
get the Plan completed but we need further input 
from interested local residents to do this.  Please 
contact any of your councillors with offers of help 
or for further information.  
SH

Many of you were involved in the 
Enquiry by Design (EbD) weekend 
in November 2014, which gathered 
views about the future of the Standish 
Hospital site (now known as Standish 
House). SPC and residents worked hard 
to influence plans, but SPC members 
were disappointed with the outcome, 
which they felt was produced without 
proper consultation.

What’s happened since?
The Standish House Partnership 
Board has been set up to oversee 
the development of the hospital site. 
Sue Oppenheimer and Sue Hartley 
represent SPC and sit alongside the 
Homes and Communities Agency 
(HCA) which owns the site, Stroud 
District Council (SDC) and Stonehouse 

Standish House: Keeping You Informed
Town Council. Board meetings 
give us a chance to hold the HCA to 
account on their plans and progress.

The HCA’s Planning Concept Statement 
outlined plans for the site, drawing on 
the results of the EbD.  SDC adopted 
this as supplementary planning 
guidance in June 2015. The site was 
then marketed for 3 months to see if 
a single purchaser could be found to 
restore it and the buildings without 
need for new-build - unfortunately no 
one came forward.  

Now, the HCA is seeking a development 
partner, meaning some limited new-
build will take place. SDC has been 
rigorous in imposing guidelines for 
‘enabling development’. Thus, the 
developer must prove that they 
could not afford to restore the listed 
buildings without the ‘enabling’ income 
from some new-build, and they can 
only build the absolute minimum of 
new properties needed to facilitate 
that restoration.  

The deadline for bids is 26th February 

2016, and the HCA expects to have 
chosen a development partner by the 
end of March.  That developer will then 
submit a detailed planning application 
to SDC, probably sometime in the 
summer.  SPC and residents will be 
able to comment on that application 
and hopefully affect the outcome.

What kind of development 
can we expect?  
SDC anticipates that the site could 
be used for: housing, a hotel, care 
home, residential college, health 
facility, or public house, stating that 
‘redevelopment proposals should 
facilitate public access through the 
site by incorporating areas of public 
open space’.

In the meantime, the HCA is doing 
its best to protect the buildings - 
already in a sorry state - from further 
dereliction.  They are removing 
Japanese Knotweed  and undertaking 
surveys of bats and other wildlife.
  
SPC will keep you informed of 
progress but, if you would like to know 
more, please contact your Board 
representatives.  
SUE OPPENHEIMER

Standish House: hoping for a better future
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SPC objected to the inclusion of West 
of Stonehouse (WOS) in Stroud’s Local 
Plan, fearing that the development 
might creep into Standish. With 
Eastington Parish and Stonehouse 
Town Councils, we helped fund 
Planning and Traffic Consultants and 
a Barrister to put our objections at 
the Examination In Public of the Local 
Plan (June 2015). 

The Inspector recognised that - 
separated from Stonehouse Town 
Centre by the railway and 3 miles 
away by road -  the proposed WOS 
development would not be a bolt-
on to Stonehouse. Instead, it must 
be an independent development 
with facilities to make it a sustainable 
community. The Inspector also 
accepted that proposed road 

West of Stonehouse: Impact on Standish
improvements to the A419 were 
designed to tackle the current traffic 
flow and didn’t allow for  increase in 
traffic from WOS. 

SDC has favoured the WOS 
development for some time, 
regarding it as the only way to reach 
their required housing target. The 
Inspector was reluctant to reject the 
Local Plan as this would have given 
developers carte blanche to apply 
for sites anywhere in the District. He 
finally approved the Local Plan and 
the 1350-house WOS will be built 
in Nastend, Nupend and Westend, 
starting in late 2016/ early 2017. The 
Local Plan will last until 2031, with 
reviews in 2019 and 2025.

As part of WOS, one field in Standish 
- close to Stagholt Farm - will be 
developed. The field will form part 
of a commercial/industrial site 
to boost local employment. The 
buildings will also shield housing 
from railway noise and vibration. As 
the development proceeds, a primary 
school, community centre and “top-
up” shopping areas will be built and a 
plot is reserved for medical  provision.

SPC has talked to SDC planners 
about the expected increase in traffic 
on the B4008 and A419. It is difficult 
to widen the A419 as there are 

many properties close to the road. 
Gloucestershire Highways say the 
increase in traffic will cause vehicles 
to travel more slowly, reducing 
accidents and making the road safer. 
SPC’s view is that the overloading of 
the A419 will increase traffic on the 
B4008. This will be the main impact 
of WOS on Standish.

With 11,200 additional homes to 
be built across Stroud District, we 
suggested that a new secondary 
school near Jn.13 could provide 
necessary capacity and reduce traffic 
on the A419. However, the County 
Council has no plans to build another 
secondary school. 

We are looking into the possibility 
of traffic control measures on 
the railway bridge to discourage 
additional use of the B4008, and 
would welcome other suggestions 
for improved traffic management.    
GRAHAM STEVENS

Representatives of the 
developers, Robert Hitchins 
Ltd, will attend the Standish 
Parish Council meeting at 
7p.m. on February 11th to 
discuss traffic mitigation. 
Members of the public are 
welcome to come and listen.

View the detailed plan at www.stroud.
gov.uk/info/planning/eias.pdf

How many times have you walked, 
cycled or ridden on local lanes and 
experienced a vehicle driven too 
fast? In my own case, the answer 
is “Too many times” and other 
villagers have told me of their 
near misses and safety concerns. 
SPC approached Gloucestershire 
Highways, who agreed to us putting  
up ‘20 is Plenty’ signs in Oxlynch Lane. 
I put up 6 signs and every resident/
walker I met was supportive of the 

Road Safety 
in Standish 

initiative. Following a major accident 
in Horsemarling Lane, we also put 
signage there. For a while, drivers 
seemed to be paying attention. 
Then, one afternoon, somebody 
removed all the Oxlynch Lane signs. 
My guess is this was someone who 
has never walked the lane and  
who views the national speed limit 
sign at the end of the lane as an 
invitation to  ‘go faster’ -  without 
concern for other road users. 

Since the removal of the signs, your 
Parish councilllors have walked 
the Standish lanes with the local 

Highways Manager. We await 
his response on the issues we 
have raised. In the meantime, we 
have ordered ’20 is Plenty’ signs 
for residents to put on bins, to 
encourage drivers to check their 
speed in all our lanes. 

One last thought: at this time of 
year when the roads are wet and 
muddy, please take extra care. It’s 
an old slogan but it remains apt - 
“Kill Your Speed” - before you live to 
regret it.  
DREW MONTAGUE
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The 2009 Standish Parish Plan 
identified safety on the B4008 as a 
priority issue for residents. Apart from 
the dangers for drivers, many wanted 
the road to be more user-friendly for 
walkers, cyclists and riders. A working 
party of interested residents made 
little progress but, more recently, 
SPC has looked again at the idea. 
With an expectation of some funding 
coming to SPC from the developer 
that takes on Horsemarling Farm, 
we asked the Mid Cotswold Tracks 
& Trails Group to prepare an outline 
proposal, received in Autumn 2015. 
Discussions with Stonehouse Town 
Council  raised the possibility of 
extending the multi-user path to 
Little Haresfield. We discussed this 
recently with the local Highways 

A Safe Path from Standish 
to Stonehouse?

Manager, who is looking initially 
at improving the useability of the 
existing footpath. 

SPC has logged the idea of using the 
developer funding for the multi-user 
path with SDC and we are talking to 
the County Council about including 
it in the Local Transport Plan. There 
are still many obstacles to overcome 
(physical, financial and bureaucratic) 
but the significant benefits that 
could accrue from a multi-user 
path - children able to walk or cycle 
safely to school and adults to work, 
shops etc. and riders able to access 
bridleways on both sides of the 
B4008 - make the effort of pursuing 
this goal worthwhile.  
SH

Coming Soon: 
Standish Lane 
Bridge Closure!

A reminder that the M5 
Standish Lane bridge will 
be closed to vehicles for 
maintenance works “early 
in 2016” for a period of 
approximately 40 weeks. 
The bridge will remain open 
for pedestrians, cyclists and 
equestrian/ cattle traffic. 
The Parish Council has been 
promised notice of the exact 
timing of the scheme, and we 
will let you know this  via our 
monthly reports in the SPAN.   
SH

SPC fought long and hard, as an 
active member of GlosVAIN, to try 
to stop Urbaser Balfour Beatty’s 
(UBB) and the County Council’s 
(GCC) plans for a waste incinerator 
at Javelin Park.  Although all legal 
channels have been exhausted, 
SPC has not given up hope, and 
recently voted to support the 
Community R4C initiative (see 
http://communityr4c.com) .  This 
top-of-the range, environmentally 
sustainable plant would use 
a combination of Mechanical, 

UBB’S Incinerator and 
the Community Liaison Group

Biological and Heat Treatment 
(MBHT) costing a tenth of the build 
cost and half the running cost of the 
incinerator. We hope that it will get 
going in time either to enable GCC 
to cancel the incinerator contract, 
or to persuade UBB and their 
financiers to withdraw.  

Meanwhile, UBB proposes to start 
building this summer and has set 
up a Community Liaison Group 
(CLG) with six neighbouring Parish 
Councils. Sue Hartley and Sue 
Oppenheimer represent SPC on 
the Group. 

One of the key concerns of local 
residents is that the emissions from 
the incinerator might pollute land 
and affect health.  UBB maintains 
that emission levels will be safe.  
Plumeplotter - a real-time model 
you can view at www.glosvain.info  
- shows the predicted deposition 
distribution from the incinerator 
plume - including on Standish. 

SPC is taking the lead in arguing 
that it is in UBB’s interests to 
demonstrate that emission levels 
are safe, by funding air and soil 
monitoring equipment to establish 
baseline measurements before the 
plant is built, and to measure air 
and soil quality regularly once it is  
operational. We particularly want 
monitoring equipment installed 
at local schools (Haresfield and 
Kingsway), as children are  most 
vulnerable. Working with GlosVAIN, 
we have compiled a detailed 
proposal to be discussed at the 
next CLG meeting in February.  

UBB is voluntarily setting up a 
community fund, of probably 
£25,000 p.a., to fund projects in 
the 6 Parish Council areas.  We are 
appalled that GCC didn’t insist on 
a substantial fund as part of the 
planning conditions - other councils 
have secured much greater sums 
from incinerator operators for their 
communities.  

For more information, contact either 
of your representatives on CLG. 
SO

Plumeplotter: a real-time display of 
the predicted air pollution from the 
incinerator
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The Local Government Boundary Commission (LGBC) has 
carried out an electoral review of Stroud District Council.  Subject 
to parliamentary approval, its recommendations will be in place 
for the 2016 District Council elections.  The review aimed to revise 
ward boundaries so that each district councillor would represent  
approximately the same number of voters. The Boundary 
Commission said, “We aim to ensure that the pattern of wards 
reflects the interests and identities of local communities as well as 
promoting effective local government.”  With this in mind, Standish 
PC wrote to the LGBC, asking that Standish should remain 
linked with Eastington as a District Council ward. Unfortunately, 
the requirement of achieving parity of voter numbers seems to 
have taken precedence over the “interests and identities of local 
communities”, resulting in Standish (together with Elmore, Epney & 
Longney, Moreton Valence, Haresfield, Harescombe, Brookthorpe 
and the current Hardwicke ward) becoming part of a much larger 
3-member Hardwicke ward. 

Our polling station will remain at Standish Church, but we will be 
voting for 3 councillors instead of one. Arrangements for Standish 
Parish Council remain unchanged, with the current 5 council seats 
also being up for election in May 2016. If you would like to be part 
of local decision-making, do consider standing for election.

For more information, visit 
www.consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/3672  
SH

Stroud District Council Elections 
May 2016 - Boundary Changes 
Affecting Standish

A Message from Standish 
Village Hall Committee

Located in a beautiful Grade 2 listed building, 
your Village Hall is a much under-used resource. 
It is available for hire at reasonable rates, 
discounted for Standish residents, and  is suitable 
for a range of private functions for up to 60 
people:  family parties, wedding receptions, coffee 
mornings and tea parties, film nights etc. We are 
currently having the website redesigned and are 
preparing a brochure describing the facilities, 
available shortly. If you would like to know more 
or have a look around the Hall, please contact any 
committee member. Contact Pam, the Lettings 
Secretary, for enquiries about availability. We 
welcome suggestions for regular or one-off social 
events and are happy to support anyone wishing 
to organise a social event for the village. It is your 
Village Hall and we hope to see you there soon.

Committee members: 
Nigel & Keren Mattfield, Chair & Secretary 
(01453 826911); Pam Simonett, Lettings 
Secretary (01453 828568); Gerald Hartley, 
Treasurer (01452 724000); Ian Richens (01452 
723378); John Simonett; Stan Dicker (01453 
826918); Mike and Maree Stephens (01452 
729398). The Caretaker is Den Smith.

MEET YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS

SUE OPPENHEIMER 
CHAIR

01453 824212
sueoppenheimer@gmail.com

GRAHAM STEVENS 
VICE-CHAIR

01453 825332

STANLEY DICKER

01453 826918

SUE HARTLEY

01452 724000
suehartley@outlook.com

DREW MONTAGUE

07879 476090 
oxlynch@gmail.com

Inside the Hall: getting ready to party!St Nicholas Church - and our polling station
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