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In April, the Parish Council’s 
representatives on the Standish 
House Partnership Board, Sue Hartley 
and Sue Oppenheimer, organised a 
site meeting in Horsemarling Lane 
with the Standish House developer, 
PJ Livesey (PJL), the County Council’s 
Area Highways Manager and a 
planning officer from Stroud District 
Council (SDC) to discuss plans for the 
lane as the approach road to Standish 
House. We wanted to ensure there 
would be sufficient traffic calming as 
vehicle numbers increase, together 
with a safe demarcated area for 
pedestrians, cyclists, riders and other 
non-motorised users. The outcome 
of the meeting has been plans for 
a colour-marked path along the 
side of the lane with rumble strip to 
demarcate it from the roadway. This 
will also narrow the roadway available 
for vehicles, ensuring a degree of 
traffic calming. We expect that there 
will be white gates (as on the B4008) 
and quiet lane signs, with similar plans 
for the private road leading up to 
Standish House.

At the well-attended Annual Parish 
Meeting in May, representatives of 
PJL gave an update on their progress. 
They explained that their plans would 
retain as many of the key buildings and 
original features as possible, as well as 
the large trees and open spaces that 
make the site the beautiful place it is. 
They have responded to the Parish 
Council’s concerns about the three 
houses in the original plans fronting 
onto Horsemarling Lane: these have 

Standish House: 
Planning Application Submitted

now been removed. A new badger 
sett has been built and a bat house is 
planned, as mitigation for the loss of 
existing habitats. PJL has negotiated 
the purchase of Westridge from the 
NHS, which will now be developed 
along with the main site: this has 
facilitated a reduced concentration of 
units on the main site. 

Councillors have been proactive 
in pursuing the future use of the 
gatehouse and it now looks hopeful 
that this will have an element of 
community use, rather than becoming 
another residential unit. We hope 
to have more definite news soon. 
Another matter of concern is the 
bridleway through the site, which will 
have to be closed while building work 
is in progress. We think an alternative 
route is unlikely. 

The plans for the Standish House site 
were submitted to SDC in May. The 
final number of dwellings proposed is 
148: 50 in the existing buildings and 
98 newbuilds, including 17 on the 
Westridge site. This is a much higher 
number than we had hoped. The 
plans have become available for public 
scrutiny in the last few days (see www.
stroud.gov.uk/apps/planning and search 
on S.17/1134/LBC and S.17/1133/
FUL) . We urge local residents to view 
the plans online or ask to see them at 
SDC offices, to let us know what you 
think and to submit your views on this 
development, which is going to have a 
major impact on our village.  
SUE HARTLEY

Changes Inside the  
Parish Council

Sue Hartley took over as Parish 
Council Chair when Graham 
Stevens resigned in January. Jackie 
Knights has been co-opted onto 
the Council to fill the vacancy left 
by Graham. Jackie introduces 
herself on page 4. 

We are delighted that she has 
joined us, especially as she lives 
at the Horsemarling end of the 
village, where there is already 
development going on and 
Standish House in the planning 
stage. At our Annual Meeting in 
June, Robert Kellie was elected as 
Vice Chair. The Parish Clerk also 
resigned in January and we have 
been fortunate to have the services 
of an experienced clerk, Andrea 
Durn, supporting us on an interim 
basis. We appointed a new clerk in 
March but she has unfortunately 
withdrawn for personal reasons 
– so we are again advertising and 
doing our best to recruit a clerk 
on a permanent basis. Fingers 
crossed this time!   
SH

Plans for Standish House site



Village Footpath 
Walks

On a sunny Sunday in May, a 
working party of residents walked 
over the fields from Oxlynch to 
Horsemarling, then through the 
Standish House site.  We saw 
the new wildlife area created by 
PJ Livesey to rehouse badgers 
and provide a habitat for other 
wildlife; we cleared nettles and 
undergrowth from stiles and 
gateways; we looked at the 
recently cleared pond area in the 
grounds of Standish House; and 
most of all, we chatted, enjoyed 
the countryside and had fun.

We’re taking a short break 
from our bi-monthly walks over 
the summer, and will resume 
in September.  Here are the 
dates for your diary - apart 
from the first, all are on the 
second Sunday of alternate 
months.  Check SPAN for details 
of where to meet or contact Sue 
Oppenheimer on 01453 824212 
or sueoppenheimer@gmail.
com. If the weather’s bad, phone 
Sue to check whether the walk is 
postponed. Do join us!

Sunday 3rd September 10am 
- meet at the post box at the 
junction of Oxlynch Lane.

• Sunday 12th November 10am
• Sunday 14th January 10am
• Sunday 11th March 10am
• Sunday 13th May 10am
• Sunday 8th July 10am   
SO
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The Parish Council successfully 
obtained a grant from the Police 
and Crime Commissioner’s fund 
to employ Philip Cooke of the 
Destination Marketing Group to 
undertake a feasibility study, to 
provide a costed programme 
of works to make the B4008 
between Horsemarling Lane and 
Little Haresfield safer for all non-
motorised users and to repair and 
improve selected multi-user off-
road tracks and trails to provide 
better and safer access to the 
surrounding countryside. We 
received the final report in June and 
the main proposals are:
1. Improving the B4008 to make it 

safer for non-motorised users 
by:

• Introducing further traffic 
calming measures. 

• Repairing and improving 
the existing pavement from 
Oxlynch to Little Haresfield, 
to include bollards for greater 
safety.

• Creating a new safe pavement 
on the East side of the road 
from Horsemarling roundabout 
to Oxlynch Lane.

Total estimated cost: £280,000

2. Improving some of the existing 
multi-user rights of way within 
the Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) to the East of 
the B4008 up to the Cotswold 
Escarpment.  The proposal is to 
improve way marking and repair 
gates, creating a well-marked 

Safe and Sustainable Travel 
in Standish

Standish Loop. In addition the 
report recommends producing 
information - possibly a phone 
app - to highlight the history of 
the Parish.

Total estimated cost: £22,000

3. Providing a safe off-road 
alternative route for walkers, 
horse riders and cyclists to the 
West of the B4008, by creating 
a side of road path from 
Horsemarling Roundabout to 
Black Bridge at Crowcumpill, 
and then repairing the existing 
bridleway from Black Bridge 
to Standish Lane, next to 
Standish Court.  This would 
entail replacing like with like, 
improving gates and signage 
throughout, with the aim of 
protecting farmland.  It would 
also include measures to 
prevent motorised vehicles, 
such as motorbikes, using the 
paths.  This would also provide 
connectivity between the paths 
to the East and West of the 
B4008 with a crossing point at 
the Horsemarling roundabout.

Total estimated cost: £96,000.

If any of these proposals were to 
be implemented, they would not 
be funded by residents from the 
Standish precept, but from pots 
of funding only available for this 
kind of project, such as Highways 
budgets, trusts and grants.

Before deciding on next steps, 
the Parish Council will undertake 
further  fa i r  and unbiased 
consultation on the proposals with 
residents and landowners over the 
summer. Councillors hope to visit 
every household with a short set 
of questions to obtain your views.  
The full report from Destination 
Marketing will be available on our 
website shortly, or please contact 
us and ask for a copy.   
SUE OPPENHEIMER

Villagers hard at work clearing 
a stile

An example of a safe path for 
pedestrians, cyclists and riders
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Whilst there is a range of initiatives 
to improve broadband in specific 
localities, the joint venture, 
Fastershire, looked to be the most 
hopeful solution for Standish. 
Fastershire  has now completed 
Phase 1 of its rollout, bringing faster 
broadband to 108,000 homes and 
businesses across Gloucestershire 
and Herefordshire. The contract 
mainly centred on bringing fibre 
to the cabinet (FTTC), from which 
copper cable then delivered 
broadband to the premises. This 
last part of the connection limits the 
speeds which may be experienced 
by the end-user.  Generally, fibre to 
the premises (FTTP) will give higher 
speeds.

Fastershire is committed to bring 
faster broadband (above 30Mbps) 
to 100% of all premises which 
will not have a connection from 
a commercial provider by 2020. 
The contract for Phase 2 has been 
awarded to Gigaclear and will ensure 

Broadband: Good News Ahead
speeds in excess of 30Mbps are 
brought to 97% of all the premises 
in the two counties.  Gigaclear 
will provide a network connection 
independent of the BT provision, 
running a fibre optic cable to every 
premises in the contract, providing 
true FTTP. Speeds of up to 1 Gbps 
are anticipated.  There will be some 
local disruption whilst the cable is 
being laid but the end result will be 
worth it.

The remaining 3% not in Phase 2 will 
be given an individual service using 
different technology by 2020.

Now for the good news:  Most of 
Standish Parish is included in Phase 
2, enabling us potentially to enjoy 
1 Gbps speeds.  We will be given 
3 months’ notice of work starting.  
Phase 2 should be completed by the 
end of 2018.  Premises will no longer 
need to have a BT line connection 
for phone or broadband.  The likely 
starting cost will be £35 per month 

for a 30Mbps plus service but, 
with a choice of providers, there 
should be some competitive offers.  
Connection charges will start at 
£129, increasing dependent on the 
distance from the box outside the 
premises to the router.  Alternatively, 
there will be a DIY package.

To establish that you are in Phase 2, 
go to the Fastershire website (www.
fastershire.com), select whether 
home or business and enter your 
postcode.  Click on > then click in the 
box to get a dropdown box to select 
you premises.  Then click on > again.  
If it shows either that you are already 
connected and you know you’re not, 
or you do not have 30Mbps plus 
connection, or if it shows that you 
are due a commercial connection 
but you have not been notified by 
the provider, let Fastershire know 
using the link given on the page.   
ROBERT KELLIE

The Standish War  
Memorial: Work Proceeds

In January, we told you we were 
applying to the War Memorials 
Trust (WMT) for a 75% grant 
to help fund restoration work 
on the memorial in Standish 
churchyard. This seemed a fitting 
time to embark on this task, when 
we are remembering “The war to 
end all wars” that took place 100 
years ago. We were successful in 
winning grant-funding and the 
first stage of the restoration work 
was completed on 5th July. This 
involved expert cleaning and – 
as I watched work in progress - 

plenty of elbow grease. If you visit the memorial, I’m sure 
you’ll agree that it already looks much improved. It is now 
up to the WMT to decide if any letters need to be recut. 
We think there may be a few, particularly on the north 
side of the memorial, but we await the WMT’s decision. 

The Parish Council is most grateful to Graham Stevens for 
continuing to oversee this task after he left the Council.   
SH

Community Liaison Group 
with Urbaser Balfour Beatty
Work on the Javelin Park site is now well underway. 
Community Liaison Group (CLG) meetings continue on a bi-
monthly basis with UBB and are there to share developments 
and air concerns over the progress of the build. You can keep 
up to date with the works at www.ubbgloucestershire.co.uk

I’m sure you will be aware of the proposal to run a power 
cable from Javelin Park to the electricity substation at 
Ryeford, which will potentially cause a lot of disruption to the 
B4008. Having declined to discuss their plans with the Parish 
Council, Western Power Distribution (WPD) was persuaded 
to come to the Community Liaison Group in January where 
there was robust discussion. Since then, we understand 
that there have been conversations between WPD, UBB 
and the County Council about avoiding Stonehouse High 
Street and the cable weaving its way around the back roads 
of Stonehouse.  We have asked for a route, which we believe 
would cause the least disruption to Standish residents, to be 
considered and the CLG is still pressing for a full response 
on this. We have as yet received no further updates.

If you would like to visit a similar incinerator at Kidderminster, 
please let us know.    
SH
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Flood Prevention in Standish

In May, the Project Officer for 
the Stroud Rural Sustainable 
Drainage Project, Chris Uttley, 
told the Parish Council about 
Natural Flood Management.  
Chris described the successful 
work on the Slad Brook, which 
has resulted in dramatically 
reduced flow downstream 

during potential flooding events.   
The concept is to withhold water 
behind leaky dams, in attenuation 
ponds and through better 
infiltration.  It involves working 
in partnership with communities 
and landowners who are then 
contracted to undertake the work.  
Chris told us that this approach 
could work well in Standish, and 
could mitigate the flood risk in the 
area of Standish Court.  

The Parish Council will now 
approach landowners to see if 
there is interest in them having 
a meeting with Chris to progress 
this approach.    
RK/SO

Over 100 Standish residents and 
guests attended a music evening with 
the Cotswold Big Band at Standish 
Court on Sunday July 9th, organised 

News from Standish Village Hall Committee

by Standish Village Hall Committee. 
We were blessed with lovely weather 
and attendees enjoyed picnicking in 
an iconic setting on the lawn of the 

Music evening at Standish Court enjoyed by all

I moved to Gloucestershire in 1977 
and have lived in Standish since 1995. 
I work part-time in Stonehouse and 
Chalford as a Dental Hygienist.

Joining the Parish Council is a 
completely new role for me.  I am 
keen to be involved in maintaining the 
character of what is a small country 
Parish and to support the needs of 
local people, whilst accepting that we 
are in times of huge changes.

I am a keen gardener and consider 
exercise important for the upkeep of 
good health.   
JACKIE KNIGHTS

Our New Parish 
Councillor 
Introduces Herself

Gatehouse, overlooked by the spire of 
Standish Church, before the Big Band 
took to the stage.   
 
What followed was a fabulous medley 
of traditional and contemporary 
music delivered with panache, 
professionalism and verve, including 
instrumental numbers together with 
songs led by vocalist Nicole Warfield. 
It was good to see many guests joining 
in by dancing on the lawn – including 
a conga to “Night Train” with over 30 
people wending their way around the 
property. A great time was had by all 
and everyone was unanimous in their 
praise for the wonderful Cotswold Big 
Band!    
JOHN SIMONETT 01453 828568 

Constructing a leaky dam on the 
Slad Brook


