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As everyone must by now be aware, 
the building of the incinerator is 
gathering pace.  The main structure has 
been built by “slip forming” concrete  
(a constant pouring of concrete 
day and night to ensure there are 
no seams). The installation of the 
incinerator equipment has started 
and will mean an increase in traffic 
between the M5 and the site on the 
B4008 to a level of 90 HGVs per day 
(the same level experienced during 
the initial phase of the construction).

The Community Liaison Group (CLG) 
continues to meet bi-monthly to 
discuss issues arising. There have 
been reports of an increase in HGVs 
travelling along the B4008 between 
Stonehouse and Junction 12, but 
we have been assured that none 
are connected with the incinerator 
construction. There have been a 
few complaints about noise and the 
lighting affecting road traffic, all of 
which UBB has been keen to resolve. 
A CLG sub-group has been monitoring 
the roadworks as Western Power 
Distribution lays a cable from Ryeford 
sub-station to the incinerator.  
A number of issues have arisen:

1. The reinstatement of the road 
surface is considered by many to 

Javelin Park:  
The Incinerator and the Cable 

be poor and is especially affecting 
cyclists in Stonehouse. Highways 
are responsible for auditing the 
reinstatement and to date have 
declared it acceptable. We are pressing 
for this finding to be changed, since it 
is clearly a degradation of the road 
surface.

2. The traffic management has left a 
lot to be desired.  There have been 
issues with the timing of the traffic 
lights, failure of the lights and barriers 
being blown into the carriageway.  
There has been at least one accident 
and an incident where an ambulance 
was unable to get through on an 
emergency.

3. The contractors dug up and broke 
the underground BT Openreach 
cable, disconnecting all phones in 
Stroud Green and Oxlynch for a day.

4. There will be a road closure under 
the railway bridge in Stonehouse for 
2 to 3 days in the week commencing 
12th February.

5. Following representations from 
the sub-group, UBB has made funds 
available to enable free car parking 
in Stonehouse car park whilst work is 
being done in the High Street.    

Inside the  
Parish Council

After the best part of a year 
without a permanent clerk and 
a couple of false starts, we are 
delighted to welcome Clare Davies 
to this important role. Clare 
introduces herself here:

“Hello Everyone
I’ve recently moved to 
Gloucestershire having lived most 
of my adult life in London. I’ve 
spent my career in the voluntary 
sector working for large charities 
and most recently worked for 
a Housing Association. I have 
a young family and I am really 
enjoying getting to know the 
local area and community and 
working as clerk in Standish. You 
can contact me about any issues 
relevant to the Council by emailing 
clerkatstandishpc@hotmail.co.uk 
or phoning 07596224102. I look 
forward to hearing from you.”   

6. Once the roadworks to lay the 
conduits are completed, there will be 
further disruption whilst the cable is 
passed through the conduits.  This 
will require traffic control at 599m 
intervals for a day at a time.

The cable laying work is scheduled to 
be completed by the end of March 
2018.   
ROBERT KELLIE

L-R: flue gas treatment hall steelwork, concrete turbine hall,  
bunker rear wall with parts of the combustion grate in position
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Following discussions  with 
Stroud District Council (SDC), 
the developers, PJ LIvesey (PJL), 
withdrew their original planning 
application and have made a 
resubmission. There are two 
fewer dwellings proposed in the 
converted buildings (the women’s 
ward and the gatehouse) - now 48 
in total - and the same number of 
new-builds (98).   There are some 
small changes in design, e.g. moving 
windows, more buff brick colour 
and changes to render on some 
units. The proposed emergency 
access point at the north end of 
the site – though still in the formal 
application – is going to be removed. 
PJL have now included plans for 
the gatehouse and its environs. 
This is to be a flexible use building 
with sleeping accommodation for 
two workers, a community cafe, 
design studio, equipment storage 
and workshop, together with 
landscaped and kitchen gardens 
and a parking area accessed off 
the main drive. If approved, Planit 
(the landscape architects) will buy 
the leasehold of the lodge area and 
fund its development. 

Standish House: Revised Planning 
Application Submitted

War Memorial and 
Centenary of the 
1918 Armistice

The plan for the gatehouse

facilitated a reduced number of 
new-build properties. SDC are 
robustly scrutinising the numbers 
and have asked PJL for more 
details about their revenue vs. cost 
calculations. We have asked PJL to 
consider changing the bridleway 
route so that it is not on the road 
through the site and to look into 
extending the footpaths to the east 
and west to join up with existing 
paths. We would also like them 
to provide a woodland play area 
on the site for young children 
and they have agreed to consider 
this. It is our view that a play area, 
together with a community facility 
at the gatehouse, would enable 
connections to be made between 
the village and this new section of 
the Standish community, which 
would otherwise be more difficult.

Other matters that parish 
councillors have raised include the 
arrangements to deal with flooding 
and drainage; our aspiration for the 
64 bus route to be extended into 
the site; and affordable housing.
We appreciate that there are 
anxieties about the plans for the 
gatehouse and will be having a 
further meeting with PJL and Planit 
to discuss these in more detail. We 
will include residents living close by 
in these discussions. We also expect 
to be invited to view proposed 
building materials on site.

Residents need to be aware that 
comments about the previous 
application will not transfer 
to the new submission. You 
will need to either submit new 
comments or advise SDC that 
you want your earlier comments 
to be carried forward. Views 
should be submitted by 28th 
February. The new planning 
reference is S17/2729/FUL and 
there will be guidance on SDC 
website explaining how to 
access it.   
SUE HARTLEY

Parish Council reps met separately 
with PJL and SDC planners recently 
to discuss the revised application. 
We made clear our view that the 
inclusion of Westridge in 
the development should have 

The restoration of the war memorial, 
as approved by the War Memorials 
Trust (WMT), was completed in 
September 2017, when 26 letters were 
recut by the stonemason together 
with a final clean and tidy-up. We think 
the memorial looks much better for 
receiving some expert TLC and the 
names of the fallen are certainly easier 
to read. The 75% grant towards the 
work, kindly awarded by the WMT, has 
now been received and banked.

2018, of course, marks the centenary 
of the ending of the First World 
War and, as luck would have it, the 
eleventh of the eleventh falls on 
Remembrance Sunday. The Parish 
Council is considering organising a 
civil event to mark this significant date. 
We would very much like to know if 
Standish residents would welcome 
such an event and, if so, we would 
appreciate ideas as to what form it 
should take together with volunteers 
to help organise it. Please get in touch 
with any of your parish councillors if 
you are interested. We look forward to 
hearing from you!    
SH

Lucy 
Wilding
REGISTERED 
OSTEOPATH
Available all day Thursday  
& Saturday morning at 
Standish Village Hall

07966 534416
info@lwosteopathy.co.uk
www. lwosteopathy.co.uk
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Standish Gate: Affordable 
Homes Ready for Occupancy

On 10th January, parish councillors were invited to look 
round the affordable homes at Standish Gate. There are 3 
rental houses and 2 shared ownership, which have been 
sold through part buy/part rent, all of which will be managed 
by Gloucester City Homes. They are nice compact houses, 
built to a good standard, and they have lovely far-reaching 
views front and back. The lucky part-owners and tenants 
will take up occupation very soon. 

The Parish Council is still trying to establish who should take 
responsibility for the stream which borders the site and 
marks the boundary between Standish and Stonehouse. 
We hope to resolve this before work at Standish Gate is 
completed.   
SH

Visitors celebrate affordable homes in Standish

Last summer, the, Parish Council received the final 
report from its consultant Destination Marketing, 
on proposals for improving safety and sustainability 
for non-motorised travel in Standish. The proposals 
caused quite a stir and we promised to visit all Standish 
households to listen to views.

Jackie Knights and Sue Oppenheimer (mostly Jackie) 
have been calling on householders since the Autumn, 
to complete a questionnaire to gather your comments 

on the proposals and need for this project. This work 
is proving invaluable in assisting us as to how to go 
forward. It has taken much longer than anticipated, but 
we are close to completing all the questionnaires, with 
only a few households left to visit.  So thank you for all 
your comments and ideas. Once we have analysed the 
feedback, we will let you know the outcome.

The planning application for Standish House includes 
proposals for Horsemarling Lane. To summarise, an 
approximately 2-metre strip of the highway would be 
covered in a different coloured tarmac and identified 
for use by pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders.  
Motorised vehicles would use the remaining single-
width highway but could use the coloured strip for 
passing other vehicles.  There would be advisory 20mph 
signs throughout. The intention is to slow traffic and 
make the lane safer for all.  We know there are mixed 
views about this and we have fed back some of these 
into the planning process.   
SO

Safe and Sustainable Travel 
in Standish

An example of a scheme similar to that proposed for 
Horsemarling Lane

The September village footpath walk was cancelled due 
to inclement weather, but the November walk was very 
productive. We cleared a totally blocked entrance to a 
footpath across a field and cut back growth obstructing 
the bridleway from Standish Park to the Pump House. 
We then admired the beautiful views across the Vale 
(despite the blot created by the incinerator) before 
returning. The January walk, across fields in Little 
Haresfield, will be reported in the next newsletter. 

We welcome all Standish residents to join us on these 
walks - explore new paths, get to know your neighbours 
and help keep the paths clear. Future walks are planned 
for: 
• Sunday 11th March 10am
• Sunday 13th May 10am
• Sunday 8th July 10am

See SPAN for details of where to meet or contact Sue 
Oppenheimer on 01453 824212 or sueoppenheimer@
gmail.com. 

In the meantime, you might like to look at all the 
footpaths in Standish and 
beyond on Gloucestershire 
County Council’s great 
web-based rights of way 
map: www.gloucestershire.
g ov .uk / r oad s -p ar k i n g -
and-rights-of-way/public-
rights-of-way/rights-of-way-
online-map/    
SUE OPPENHEIMER

Village Footpath Walks



SUE HARTLEY
CHAIR

01452 724000
suehartley@outlook.com
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MEET YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS

SUE OPPENHEIMER 

01453 824212
sueoppenheimer@gmail.com

STANLEY DICKER

01453 826918

JACKIE KNIGHTS

01453 823477
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ROBERT KELLIE
VICE-CHAIR

01453 821307 
robert@rdkemprise.co.uk

Flood Prevention in Standish

Last May the Parish Council received 
a presentation on Natural Flood 
Management from Chris Uttley, 
Project Officer for the Stroud Rural 
Sustainable Drainage Project. Since 
then, the Parish Council approached 
a local landowner who expressed an 
interest in taking flood prevention 
action on his land.  Chris Uttley has 
now met with that landowner and 
they have agreed to work together. 

Things have started moving on the ultrafast broadband front.  Fastershire 
advise that those in the Little Haresfield sector (most of Standish except 
properties on edge of Stonehouse) has progressed from the planning stage 
to the network design stage.  Network build is expected to start in the area 
in February.

On a related issue, BT Openreach have connected fibre optic via overhead 
cabling along the B4008 to provide a bespoke service for a business in 
Stroud Green.  The telegraph poles have been erected along parts of the 
verge where we had hoped a multi-user path could be constructed.  We 
have met with an Openreach design engineer, who explained the rationale 
for the location of the poles, namely distance from carriageway on one 
side and the ditch on the other.  He forwarded our concerns to his senior 
management. Sadly, BT have taken a typically unsympathetic stance, refusing 
to do anything, quoting their rights to do so and stating that any re-siting of 
the poles to accommodate a roadside path would have to be paid for by 
ourselves.  Clearly, road safety on the B4008 is not of concern to them.   
RK

Broadband and those Telegraph Poles

News from Standish  
Village Hall Committee

2017 has been a year of mixed 
fortunes for Standish Village Hall. 
Bookings have continued at a healthy 
level, including three wedding 
receptions, two of which were for 
Standish residents. These gave a 
much needed boost to our funds.

The tenant of the ground floor office 
suite left in September but we have 
been fortunate to find a new tenant, 
ERFA LTd, quite easily. They have 
been using the hall for some time 
for First Aid and Safety training and 
will now use the offices downstairs 
for administration and smaller group 
training, continuing to hire the hall for 
larger groups. For more information, 
visit their website http://www.erfa.
co.uk/home. The small room next to 
the kitchen has been refurbished and 
is used by osteopath, Lucy Wilding 
(see Lucy’s small ad on P2 for more 
information). 

The Social Evenings (“Pub Nights”) will 
continue for 2018 and the Committee 
is considering the feasibility of another 
summer event. If you have any 
suggestions for this or other activities 
that would benefit our community, 
please get in touch with a committee 
member to discuss.  
NIGEL MATTFIELD 01453 826911

The small 
room is 
put to 
good use

The first step will be to carry out a 
survey of the land to identify water 
flows and possible works that could 
slow flows during extreme weather 
events. Any agreed actions would 
then be implemented, probably in 
winter 2018/19, at no cost to the 
landowner. 

We would be very happy to talk to 
other landowners, particularly those 
whose land is part of the Arlebrook 
catchment. Your participation in this 
initiative would be much appreciated. 
In the first instance we would put 
you in touch with Chris Uttley and 
you would be under no obligation 
to act on any of his suggestions, so 
please contact us to find out more!
SO


