
 
MINUTES OF 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8TH, 2016 AT 7.00pm 

AT STANDISH VILLAGE HALL 

 

Cllr Stevens began by welcoming everyone, including members of the public who had attended. 
 
16/136: Present: Cllrs G. Stevens (chair), S. Dicker, S. Hartley, R. Kellie, S. Oppenheimeer, 
Multi-User B4008 Trail steering group member Pat Harris, two members of the public, the clerk. 
 

16/137: Apologies:  Gloucestershire County Cllr Lesley Williams. 

16/138: Declarations of interest: Cllr Dicker, member Standish Village Hall Committee, Cllr 

Hartley, member GlosVAIN, Cllr Oppenheimer, director Revolution R4C. 

16/139: Minutes: The minutes of the council meeting held on November 10th, 2016, were 

proposed by Cllr Hartley, seconded by Cllr Oppenheimer, approved, and signed as a correct 

record. 

16/140: Presentation by the Destination Marketing Group: Mr Philip Cooke from DMG 

gave a Power Point presentation about the Standish B4008 and Bridleways Project. DMG had been 

appointed to look into the feasibility of creating a multi-user, non-motorised (cyclists, walkers, 

horse riders etc) trail beside the B4008 through Standish that would also link with existing 

bridleways/footpaths, including the Cotswold Way. The feasibility study, commissioned by 

Standish Parish Council, had gained grant funding from the Gloucestershire Police and Crime 

Commissioner. Mr Cooke said his presentation followed two meetings of a steering group of 

council representatives and DMG. DMG had successfully completed a similar Greenways Project in 

the Forest of Dean, during which lessons had been learned for potential future projects. The 

feasibility study was “work in progress” Mr Cooke reported. 

16/141: Public questions/participation: There was general discussion of the presentation, 

with questions and answers, and including reference to the proposed Western Power Distribution 

33kv cable.  This WPD proposal was discussed later in the meeting. 

16/142: County and district councillors’ reports: Gloucestershire County Cllr Williams’ report 

drew attention to the GCC cabinet’s budget papers which were on-line. She was happy to answer 

any questions about them and said that inevitably there were more cuts with adult services being 

severely affected. Highways also. 

GCC now had more children in care – well over 600. This also had considerable cost implications. 

Cllr Williams had attended her full council on December 6th, which was a long meeting finally 

ending at 3.45pm, and hoped that Standish councillors were interested to hear that the motion 

calling for contracts to be “open” had support and would now go to the constitution committee. 

This motion was very much driven by the incinerator contract. 



16/143: Standish War Memorial: Cllr Stevens’ notes had been circulated. They referred to his 

investigations around potentially providing slate nameplate plaques to augment the faded stone 

letterings on the memorial, which was owned by the council but sited within Standish Churchyard.  

Advice had been taken from the War Memorials Trust, the Gloucester Diocese, and monumental 

masons.  Grants of up to 75 per cent of the cost were currently available from the WM Trust. Cllr 

Stevens’ recommendation was unanimously agreed that a pre-application funding form be 

submitted to begin the process, which would later also involve the Parochial Church Council 

gaining a legal faculty from the Diocese.  The clerk drew attention to the need for the council to in 

future take insurance cover for the War Memorial, which was believed to value around £25,000.  

16/144: Financial matters: a) Council payments – The below list of council payment was 

approved: 

        Date incurred 

Ethical Internet   £262.50  14/4/16  

Royal British Legion   £16.00  prior 28/9/11 

PATA     £22.50  6/10/11 

J. Barber    £188.68*  28/9/11 

Post Office    £40.00  28/9/11 

*incs web training overtime 

The clerk’s SLCC annual membership of £149 had just been paid by Minchinhampton Parish 

Council, which asked for a proportionate contribution towards this joint expense. Council agreed a 

£50 contribution. 

b) Consideration of 2017-18 budget: The below attached draft budget was proposed, and 

would be finalised at the January meeting.   

 

16/145: Clerk’s report/correspondence including: a) Press protocol(s) - The matter of a 

press policy was raised at the council’s October meeting after a member was contacted about 

council business by the press.  The chairman at that meeting drew attention to Standing Order 21 

“Relations with the press/media” which already stated “all requests from the press or other media 

for an oral or written statement or comment from the council shall be referred to the chair”. It 

was then agreed an addition to Standing Orders should be drafted for approval stating that the 

chairman could however then delegate media inquiries to members with specialist topic 

knowledge, specifically to Cllr Hartley on matters related to Standish Hospital. 

The following addition to SOs was therefore approved: “The chairman may also delegate media 

inquiries to members with specialist topic knowledge”. 

It was further decided that an informal list should be compiled, and held by the chairman and 

clerk, of members’ specialist topic knowledges in the areas including: Standish Hospital, UBB 

Community Liaison, and the Multi-user B4008 trail. It was further agreed that the list of members 

with specialist topic knowledge should be updated/revisited each council AGM. 

b) Sustainable Rural Drainage – Cllr Oppenheimer proposed, and it was agreed, that the 

Stroud District Council officer with responsibility for this should be invited to a future meeting. 

Correspondence: 

CPRE “Fieldwork” and “Countryside Voice” magazines 

Forwarded earlier via e-mail: 

SDC Neighbourhood warden resignation cover 



SDC Joint Cluster Group agenda 

NHS Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group re: Sustainability 

SDC November e-news and transformation plan 

MP Neil Carmichael re: Strategic infrastructure; US presidential election 

SDC Sustainable Construction consultation 

Mobile phones and driving new campaign 

Highways England re: Standish Lane overbridge closure 

The issue of the council’s attendance at the SDC Joint Cluster Group was raised. Cllr Dicker 

confirmed he was the council’s representative but that there had been confusion over venue/date 

at the last meeting. 

 

16/146: Planning matters: a) Application S.16/2388/DISCON, discharge of conditions, 
Horsemarling Farm, Horsemarling Lane. Cllr Stevens had examined this application in detail.  His 
remaining concern was the future maintenance of the proposed new bus shelter which would be 
within the Standish parish boundary. The clerk was instructed to write to the planning authority to 
obtain an answer to this question.  b) EIA Screening consultation re: Standish Hospital – 
members had no comments to make; c) S.16/2611/FUL - Pay and display machine, National 
Trust, Shortwood Cripplegate Car Park, Beacon Lane, Haresfield.  No comments; d) Western 
Power Distribution proposals for 33kv cable – This was to link the new incinerator under 
construction to the Ryeford electricity station.  It was proposed by WPD to take the line of the 
B4008 through Stonehouse town centre and Standish, despite two alternative routes being part of 
the original planning permission for the UBB incinerator at Javelin Park.  A meeting of the UBB 
(incinerator company) Community Liaison Group was arranged for January 17th, 2017, which WPD 
would attend. It was hoped, but remained to be confirmed, that WPD would not decide the cable’s 
route before that meeting. Members, however, remained deeply concerned about both the 
potential disruption to the B4008 through the parish and its effect on the council’s own multi-user 
trail plans for the B4008.  It was agreed to write to WPD asking for a separate meeting, and to 
write to MP Neil Carmichael to seek his help in both achieving the meeting and on the broader 
issue of public utilities’ apparent freedom to disrupt communities by digging up roads. 
 
16/147: Updates on: a) Neighbourhood Development Plan – Cllr Oppenheimer reported 
that a meeting had taken place and had agreed the NDP was worth progressing if it was kept 
simple and help was available; b) Standish House/Partnership Board –  Cllr Hartley had 
circulated notes of a further board meeting. An open event at the site had been a great success.  
Formal public consultations were provisionally planned on January 27th and 28th, 2017;  c) UBB 
Community Liaison – Cllr Hartley reported that arrangements for tree plantings to screen the 
view of the incinerator from several sites in Standish had been concluded and that the contractor 
was finalising costings; d) Multi-user B4008 trail – see minute 16/140; e) Rights of Way 
inspection walks –  Cllr Oppenheimer said the next would be in January and would be along the 
bridleway starting at Blackbridge. It would be publicised in a leaflet to be distributed with the 
Span parish magazine; f) New council website - This was up and running; g) Newsletter – 
Members offered various articles to assist its compiler Cllr Hartley. 
 
16/148: Councillors’ items for future discussion/date of next meeting:  The next 
meeting would be on January 12th, 2017. 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………….. Date: ………………………………. 
 


