
 
MINUTES OF 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 12TH, 2017 AT 7.00pm 

AT STANDISH VILLAGE HALL 

 
17/1: Present: Cllrs G. Stevens (chair), S. Dicker, S. Hartley, R. Kellie, Gloucestershire County 
Cllr L. Williams, a member of the public, the clerk. 
 
17/2: Apologies:  Cllr S. Oppenheimer, Stroud District Cllr T. Skinner. 

17/3: Declarations of interest: Cllr Dicker, member Standish Village Hall Committee, Cllr 

Hartley, member GlosVAIN, Cllr Oppenheimer, director Revolution R4C. 

17/4: Minutes: The minutes of the council meeting held on December 8th, 2016, were proposed 

by Cllr Hartley, seconded by Cllr Kellie, approved and signed. 

17/5: Public questions/participation: There were none. 

17/6: County and district councillors’ reports: Cllr Williams said she had been doing all she 

could to support concerns about the severe disruption that would be caused by proposals from 

Western Power Distribution (WPD) to lay a 33kv cable along the B4008 through Standish and 

Stonehouse.  A petition demanding an alternative route had been launched in Stonehouse and she 

handed out copies for Standish people to sign.  The cable was to link the new UBB incinerator 

with Ryeford sub-station. Cllr Hartley informed her of a UBB Community Liaison Group meeting on 

January 17th, 2017 at which WPD was expected to be present.  Cllr Williams said she would also 

attend. E-mails circulated beforehand by the clerk had informed the parish council that Stroud MP 

Neil Carmichael was also sending a representative after the parish council’s previous meeting had 

asked him to do all he could on the issue.  

Cllr Williams also drew attention to the GCC’s current consultation on its 2017-18 budget which 

included an £11 million reduction in spending. 

Cllr Kellie then raised with Cllr Williams his dissatisfaction with new highways’ signs that had 

attempted to combat the issue of HGV damage to properties including his own in Roddy Lane.  

(The matter had been tabled for discussion at later agenda item 9h).  Cllr Williams agreed to 

address his concerns   

 

Cllr Williams left the meeting at 7.20pm. 

 

Cllr Stevens gave a summary of Stroud District Cllr Skinner’s report which had been received via e-

mail too late for all members to pick it up.  Cllr Skinner had suggested the above mentioned WDP 

cable might run along the railway line instead of the B4008 and had said he was doing all he could 

on the issue of the likely disruption that would be caused. He also drew attention to the SDC ‘s 

premature and incorrect deduction of some householders’ council tax payment. Cllr Stevens 

proposed the WDP cable might be better run down the motorway which Cllr Hartley pointed out 

was a route studied for UBB’s planning application and would therefore be discussed at the 

forthcoming UBB Community Liaison Group meeting with WPD. 



The clerk was instructed to inform Cllr Skinner that the railway route for the cable was not close 

to the incinerator, that there were concerns over embankment slippage and that more details of 

his discussions about the cable issue would be helpful. Cllr Hartley would also relay these issues to 

the liaison group. 

 

17/7: Clerk’s report/correspondence: Council set May 18th, 2017, as the date for the Annual 

Parish Meeting provided the Village Hall was available. 

The SDC’s Sustainable Rural Drainage officer Chris Uttley had accepted the council’s invitation and 

would attend the March 9th, 2017 meeting to talk about his work. 

The clerk was at short notice able to attend a GAPTC smaller councils’ networking/training on 

December 7th, 2016, for which the council agreed to pay the £20 fee. 

The council was asked whether it wished to take the advice of the independent SDC Monitoring 

Officer on whether or not Cllr Oppenheimer’s declared interest as a director of Revolution R4C was 

relevant to her contribution to debate about the UBB 33kv cable. Council voted two to one, with 

one abstention, nor to refer the matter. 

Developers had asked for a suggested name for the road leading to the new Horsemarling Farm 

development.  Two would be put forward. Cllr Stevens’ proposal of MacDonald Close, after farmer 

Jack MacDonald who had lived there for 50 years and been a parish councillor and chairman, and 

Cllr Hartley’s proposal for Standish Gate as the site was on the edge/entrance to the village. 

Council authorised minor repairs to missing tiles on the Horsemarling bus shelter roof, using a 

contractor sourced by Cllr Stevens. 

Correspondence: 

GCC Waterside Living leaflets 

Forwarded earlier via e-mail: 

MP Neil Carmichael “In the Patch” and “Season’s Greetings” 

GCC budget consultation 

Glos Community Forum “Surviving Winter” campaign 

Door Youth Project update 

Healthwatch Gloucestershire newsletter and more 

GAPTC training courses 

 

17/8: Financial matters: a) Council payments – Cllr Stevens proposed and Cllr Hartley 

seconded the payments listed below: 

        Date incurred 

Stroud Living Landscapes   £75.00 6/6/13 

GAPTC (training)    £20.00 12/1/17 

Standish Village Hall    £131.25 historic  

Destination Marketing Group (7839) £1,200.00 13/10/16 

J. Barber     £132.65 28/9/11 

Post Office     £28.00 28/9/11 

Destination Marketing Group (7840) £1,200.00 13/10/16 

b) Third quarter reconciliation – This is attached below and was noted; c) 2017-18 budget 

and precept - Predicted income and expected expenditure for the year 2017-18, as proposed by 

councillors at their December meeting, is detailed below. The council wished for a standstill 

precept. It was therefore proposed by Cllr Stevens, seconded by Cllr Kellie that the council precept 

for £7,250 from the SDC. It was further agreed that with expenditure of £10,500 the sum of 



£3,250 would potentially have to be drawn from reserves. (The level of reserves on deposit, as 

presented above in the third quarter reconciliation, currently stood at just over £8,000). Members 

also noted that the estimated £1,700 expenditure on war memorial plaques might be offset by an 

up to 75 per cent grant from the War Memorials Trust; d) To consider Wordpress back-up - 

Ethical Internet, who set up the council’s new website, had offered to apply Wordpress software 

updates and check/download back-ups, every two months. This would cost the council £15 each 

time, which would be periodically invoiced along with any other timesheeted works that might be 

required to assist the clerk in running the site.  It was agreed to ask Ethical Internet for further 

explanation, including about security and where the back-up would be stored. 

 

17/9: Planning matters: a) Update on S.16/2338/DISCON –A modern metal bus shelter 

was proposed in connection with this application on the B4008 just outside Stonehouse and within 

Standish parish.  Members understood that it was for the developer of the Horsemarling Farm site 

to fulfil one of their planning conditions. Council had received no requests for a shelter at this 

spot. However in the light of the very many extra Standish residents expected when both 

Horsemarling Farm and the nearby former Standish Hospital sites were redeveloped as housing it 

was agreed there might well be a future need for a shelter, The clerk would also inquire who 

would be responsible for ongoing future insurance and maintenance of the shelter. 

17/10: Updates on: a) Neighbourhood Development Plan – Cllr Hartley reported that it  

was hoped to arrange a free consultation with Mr John Bloxom, who had previously assisted the 

NDP process, to see how it might be moved forward from the current interregnum. Finding would 

be reported back to a future council; b) Standish House/Partnership Board – Cllr Hartley had 

circulated the minutes of the latest meeting, which were available to the public via the clerk.  The 

next meeting would be on February 2nd, 2017.  Public consultation events were arranged, and had 

been publicised,  from 2-6pm on January 27th and 9am-12noon on January 28th, 2017, both at 

Standish Village Hall. Councillors were also invited to an earlier briefing at 1pm on January 27th; c) 

UBB Community Liaison – The next meeting would be on January 17th, 2017, when councillors 

hoped to question WPD about controversy surrounding the proposed electricity cable from the 

incinerator, under construction by UBB, to Ryeford.  (See also above minute 17/6).  Council 

agreed its representatives Cllrs Hartley and Kellie could raise the possibility of laying a broadband 

cable if this seemed appropriate; d) Multi-user B4008 trail – Discussion was adjourned until 

the next meeting due to matters outside the council chamber; e) Public Rights of Way 

inspection walks – A further walk was planned for January 22nd, 2017; f) War Memorial 

plaques – Cllr Stevens had sought advice about the new plaques and applied for grant funding, 

both from the War Memorials Trust, but an answer was no expected for possibly 10 weeks; g) 

Newsletter – The latest, January 2017, edition was compiled, printed and was about to be 

circulated; f) Oxlynch Lane HGVs – Cllr Kellie remained dissatisfied with signage to discourage 

HGVs from causing damage to properties in the lane, including his own. 

17/11: Councillors’ items for future discussion/date of next meeting – Cllr Hartley would 

report to the February meeting about a broadband meeting at Stone.  Repairs to the noticeboard 

on the Village Hall would be investigated.  The next meeting would be on February 9th, 2017. 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………………………… Date: ……………………………………………….. 

 



STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 

2016-17 RECONCILIATION 31-12-16 

 

AT BANK: 

Deposit a/c at 9-5-16 £8,191.14 

Current a/c at 30-9-16 £10,062.26 

       Total:  £18,253.40 

Less u/c cheques  £40.00 

    £22.50 

    ………… 

  Total  £62.50         £62.50 

         ………………….. 

         £18,190.90 

 

CASH BOOK: 

Opening balance  £14,720.62 

Add receipts   £8,990.85 

  Total  £23,711.47 

Less payments  £5,520.57 

    …………………. 

  Total  £18,190.90 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


