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MINUTES OF 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9th, 2017 AT 7.00pm 

AT STANDISH VILLAGE HALL 

 
17/12: Present: Cllrs S Hartley (Chair), S Oppenheimer, S. Dicker, R. Kellie,  
 
In Attendance: Gloucestershire County Cllr L Williams, 6 members of the public, P Cooke (DMG), 
A Durn (Interim Clerk). 
 
17/13: To elect a Chair: The former Chairman, G Stevens, had resigned as Chairman and 

Councillor creating a vacancy.  

It was RESOLVED to elect Cllr S Hartley as Chair of Standish Parish Council, and Cllr S 

Oppenheimer as Vice Chair of Standish Parish Council.  

17/14: Apologies:  Stroud District Cllr T. Skinner. 

17/15: Declarations of interest: Cllr Hartley, member GlosVAIN, Cllr Oppenheimer, director 

Revolution R4C. 

17/16: Minutes: The minutes of the council meeting held on January 12th, 2017, were approved 

and signed by the Chair. 

17/17: To receive resignations and consider actions arising: There was a discussion on 

the report that had previously been circulated which reported that the Clerk and the Chairman had 

resigned, and the necessity for a new phone and office equipment for the new Clerk. Advice had 

been received from the Gloucestershire Association of Parish and Town Councils.  

It was RESOLVED that Cllrs Hartley, Oppenheimer, and Kellie, would form a Recruitment Panel 

with delegated powers for deciding on the recruitment of the Clerk. The vacancy would be 

advertised on the GAPTC website, SPAN newsletter, Stroud District Council website, and the 

Standish Parish Council website. 

The councillor vacancy would be subject to the Stroud District Council process of advertising the 

vacancy. It was RESOLVED for the Clerk to complete the Notice of Casual Vacancy and post on 

the noticeboards as required. 

There was a discussion on the office equipment required by the Clerk. It was RESOLVED for the 

Clerk to buy a PAYG mobile phone for office use, and for the Clerk to send printer/scanner 

requirements to the Panel for their consideration. A laptop bag would be provided by the Chair. 
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It was RESOLVED, pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, that the public 

and press be excluded due to the discussion relating to terms and conditions of employment. It 

was RESOLVED to employ an interim Clerk until a permanent Clerk is recruited. 

It was RESOLVED to reconvene the meeting.  

17/18: Public questions/participation: There were a number of queries and concerns raised 

about the B4008 Multi User Path project. These related to consultation on the project, what the 

S106 monies were and why the project had been chosen, how parishioners were to be involved in 

the decision making of the use of monies and the project, the wider funding of the project, how 

the maintenance of the path would be funded in the future, whether there would be other 

projects, and whether the path on completion would attract further development. 

Cllrs responded: the safety of non-motorised users on the B4008 has been a concern for residents 

over a number of years. The project was submitted to Stroud District Council as a scheme 

meeting the criteria to attract S106 monies over 2 years ago, after discussion at the Parish Annual 

Meeting. Progress had been reported regularly in the parish newsletters. It had been decided to 

do the scoping of the project first to enable a full consultation with parishioners of the project 

proposals and its feasibility. The feasibility study will show a wish list of options and the estimated 

costs per option to enable the research into external funding possibilities. It is envisaged that the 

path would be maintained by Gloucestershire County Council. It was explained that the path 

would be similar to a canal path and would not be for cars.  

A parishioner raised the concern that the website was out of date. He was thanked for bringing it 

to the Council’s attention, and that the Interim Clerk would update the website shortly once she 

had completed her training. 

17/19: To receive the County and District Councillors’ reports:  

District Councillor report 

District Cllr Skinner had sent his apologies and the Clerk read out the following report: 

I am sorry that I cannot be with you tonight, we have a Full Council meeting to discuss the 2017 

Budget. Council time has been dominated with talk of the budget, but in essence, the 

administration (Lab/Lib/Green) have chosen to reduce the Councils reserves from £9million to 

£2million and run a budget deficit for each of the next 4 years, filling the gap in funding with the 

aforementioned reserves. There is no information at this time about what happens after the 

reserves have been exhausted but the budget deficit (set to rise to over £2m per year) remains.  

There are ambitious plans to build a lot more council houses, re-develop Brimscombe Port and 

spend over £1million in re-digging the canal from Stonehouse to join the main Gloucester / 

Sharpness canal.  

Council tax is set to rise by 2%.  My plan is to vote against the budget this evening because I do 

not believe it is in the best interests of the district to ‘kick the can down the road’ and wait for 4 

years before making decisions about how to live within the Council’s means – by which time the 

reserves will be at historically low levels and expert advice is that they should not fall below £2m.  
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 In more local news, I have been in discussion with Gloucestershire Council about the route of the 

electricity for Javelin Park. I am still waiting for a meeting with them, to which I am planning on 

inviting Lesley Williams (and someone from SPC if you would like), but both GCC and the 

developer do not seem very forthcoming with that meeting. I will keep pressing.  

As per the note from the last SPC meeting, I discussed the M5 as an alternative route. This was 

an absolute non-starter for financial and logistical reason.  

 In round numbers recycling in the district has gone from 30% to 40% with the new service now 

fully in place. Food waste has gone from 0%-20%. So overall 60% of waste is not going to 

landfill. In tonnage the food waste is running at over 100 tons/week, and the amount of rubbish 

going to landfill is down by 1000 tons/month. The garden waste scheme, which runs for 10 

months a year has had 5400 households sign up so far (last year they had 6400) break even 

number is 8000, with a maximum capacity of 12000. Please encourage residents to sign up! 

District Cllr Skinner. 

Concern was raised about the seemingly disjointed action on the cable route, which is actively 

being addressed by the Community Liaison Group (CLG) and County Cllr Williams. 

 

County Councillor report 

Cllr Williams has asked District Cllr Skinner for a list of attendees at the meetings with Western 

Power Distribution but has yet to receive a reply. She reported that she was meeting officers 

regularly to discuss the issue and there were currently 3 routes under consideration for the cable: 

one was costly; one leaves out High Street; and one uses the High Street. It is hoped that there 

would be more information at the CLG meeting on 13th February 2017. She will be walking the 

routes and their surrounds before the meeting and asked for people’s thoughts. Concerns had 

been raised on digging up the High Street again after the extensive works in the Autumn in 2016. 

She reported that she would be carrying out her regular Highways surveys around the parish at 

the end of February. Concerns have been raised about driver behaviour and she asked for solution 

suggestions to be sent to her. 

Gloucestershire County Council’s 2017/18 budget would be discussed at their Full Council meeting 

on 15th February 2017. They are proposing a precept of 2% plus a 2% for social care. It is 

recognised that social care is a real concern. 

She asked that if anyone has any queries or concerns to contact her. 

 

 

17/20: To receive an update on the B4008 Multi-User Trail Feasibility Study from 

Destination Marketing Group (DMG): A presentation on the latest update of the feasibility 

study was given by Philip Cooke of DMG. It showed examples of similar projects providing 

improvements in the county and elsewhere, and the work on the possible options and costs of the 

parish project with input from other organisations to date. Priority work for DMG is to contact 

affected landowners for their views on those suggested PROW improvements proposals. A 

consultation newsletter outlining the project and asking for views had been produced which would 

shortly be circulated to all parishioners with the SPAN newsletter.  



 

4/6 
 

 

It was reported by the Council that the problem of roads and paths had been raised with the 

parish council for a period of years. The Parish Council has proposed this vision which can be 

commented upon and amended following consultation. The whole vision might take up to 20 

years to achieve but the project will be ready for funding and is trying to resolve the problems 

that have been raised in the Parish Plan and subsequently. 

  

17/21: To receive the Clerk’s report/correspondence: The report had previously been 

circulated and was discussed.  

It was RESOLVED to invite Mr C Uttley to the May Council meeting to discuss the Rural SUDs 

project in Slad Valley, with particular reference to the Arle Brook. 

It was RESOLVED to ask Mr G Stevens if he would be willing to seal the crack in the noticeboard 

and report back on its success on solving the damp problem. 

It was RESOLVED for the Clerk to circulate the Terms of Reference templates for the B4008 Multi-

User Path Project Working Group to review and for them to make recommendations to Council for 

discussion and decision.  

 

17/22: To consider financial matters: a) To approve the list of Council payments: The 

following list of payments were circulated: 

 

Creditor Amount (£) Date 

Qwertyop 189.00  

J A Barber 35.45  

HMRC 7.80  

PATA 15.00  

S Hartley 35.10  

 

Due to the resignation of former Councillor G Stevens, new signature mandates were completed 

and the approval of payments would be referred to the next Council meeting when the signatories 

were authorised. The Clerk would inform the creditors on the revised payment date and check if 

this would cause any problems. 

The receipt of a Wayleave payment of £26.34, and the grant payment from the Police and Crime 

Commissioner for £3700 for the B4008 Multi-User Path feasibility study, were noted. 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would obtain quotes for the Internal Auditor and bring to the next 

Council meeting. 

         

17/23: To consider Planning matters: a) APP/C1625/W/16/3165948 Appeal re 

change of use to residential of the agricultural Brick Barn, Bridge Farm, Haresfield:  

There was a discussion on the appeal. It was RESOLVED that the existing comments still stand, 

and no further comments would be made. 

17/24: Updates on:  

a) Neighbourhood Development Plan – deferred to the next Council meeting. 
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b) Standish House/Partnership Board – the consultation meeting had been held and the 

outcomes discussed at the Partnership Board. There had been positive meetings between the 

developer and the NHS on Westridge. Subject to negotiations on the sale of Westridge to PJ 

Livesey being satisfactorily concluded, it was proposed that there would be 17 units at Westridge, 

with a reduction of housing numbers on the main site. There are to be further discussions 

regarding the proposed plans for a Quiet Path concept on Horsemarling Lane, as part of the pre-

application protocol, the developers would like comments from the Parish Council on this concept. 

Cllr Williams is to be asked for her comments.  

c) UBB Community Liaison – The next meeting would be on February 13th, 2017, when 

councillors hope to question Western Power Distribution WPD) and Urbaser Balfour Beatty (UBB) 

further about the siting of the proposed electricity cable from Javelin Park to the Ryeford Sub-

station. Queries include the criteria and reasons for the preferred route, negotiation with 

landowners, delivery times, costs, risk assessments, and partnership working between UBB and 

WPD on alternative routes.  

Tree screening planting has started this week but has not been positioned correctly on one site. A 

site visit to resolve issues will be made next week.  

The Council agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow the conclusion of the meeting. 

d) Multi-user B4008 trail – This had been discussed at the presentation earlier in the meeting. 

e) Public Rights of Way inspection walks – The Chair had taken photos of the walk carried 

out on January 22nd, 2017. The next walk will be on March 19th 2017 and will be advertised in 

SPAN newsletter. 

f) War Memorial plaques – Mr G Stevens to be contacted by the Clerk to ask if he would report 

on progress on the application to the War Memorials Trust. 

g) Stone Broadband meeting – An update was given on the meeting. Further discussions will 

take place with the provider on the practicalities of combining with other parishes. A report will be 

brought back to Council. 

f) Website – There was a discussion on the back-up offer from Ethical Internet and possible 

alternative back-up arrangements. A report will be brought back to Council. 

17/25: Councillors’ items for future discussion/date of next meeting  

 Shared email list with Village Hall Committee at a cost of £15 

 New location for bench at Oxlynch Lane 

 

The date of the next meeting is on 9th March 2017 at 7pm.  

 

Meeting closed at 10.11pm 
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Signed: ……………………………………………………………… Date: ……………………………………………….. 

 

STANDISH PARISH COUNCIL   

 

 

 

 

 


