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Introduction 
 

 
 

1. Project Overview  

 

1.1 Purpose and Funding 

 

The purpose of this Feasibility Study is to provide Standish Parish Council with a set of researched and 

costed ‘Project Ready’ schemes containing ‘sufficient material and evidence for the submission of a 

funding application to Stroud District Council re. Section 106 support and to a range of other potential 

funding bodies’.  

 

The project commenced in July 2016, when Standish Parish Council secured funding from the 

Gloucestershire Police Commissioner’s Fund - Safe and Social Driving in Gloucestershire for the 

development of this Feasibility Study, thus ensuring that it would be delivered at little or no cost to the 

Parish Council or local residents and businesses. 

 

1.2  Community Engagement and Public Consultation 

 

The recommendations contained within this report have been shaped by a large volume of feedback 

received from local residents, landowners and businesses, as summarised below. 

 

- There is almost universal support, and an urgent need, to make the B4008 safer for all types of 

non-motorised traffic (pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders and the less able).  

- There is also widespread support from local residents for improving local access to the 

countryside especially to the east of the B4008 via Horsemarling Lane and for the creation of the 

‘Standish Loop’ as a circular multi-user track attached to the Cotswold Way. 

- The local farming community, especially to the west of the B4008, oppose the creation of any 

new Public Rights of Way (PRoW) or any action to repair existing PRoWs (although such works are 

the responsibility of Gloucestershire County Council and landowners’ permission is not needed). 

 

Standish Parish Council has taken notice of this feedback and this report focuses on those projects that 

are of strategic importance and which have the backing of many local residents.  

 

1.3  Summary of Recommendations  

 

For the B4008 

a) The repair of the existing side of road pavement between Stroud Green and Little Haresfield. 

b) The construction of a new side of road pavement between Horsemarling Lane and Stroud Green. 

c) The introduction of additional traffic calming and speed reduction measures (between the bends).  
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For Off-Road ‘Multi-User’ Routes  

 

d) The improvement of selected footpaths and multi-user tracks to the east of the B4008, primarily 
accessed via Horsemarling Lane, including improved signage, more effective gates and surface 
repairs, leading up to the proposed ‘Standish Loop’ – a new waymarked circular trail on the 
Cotswold Way between Haresfield Camp and Standish Quarry. 

 

e) The repair and improvement (including additional security and protection at points of entry) of 
the existing PRoWs between Crowcomepill and Standish Lane (by Standish Court), providing an 
off-road route that by-passes the most dangerous section of the B4008. 

 

f) The creation of a new side of road track alongside the B4008 between Horsemarling Lane and 
Crowcomepill, to link up the existing PRoWs to the east and to the west of the B4008.   

 

These proposals have been developed in partnership with Gloucestershire County Council’s Public 

Rights of Way Officer and Highways (Stroud Area) Manager and, if funding is secured, all works will be 

carried out by GCC approved contractors to GCC standards, making the installations, as far as is 

possible, maintenance free.  

Note 1:  The implementation of all or any of these projects will depend on the identification of 

appropriate funding and more detailed site inspections and more precise cost estimates.  

 

Note 2:  following opposition from landowners and farmers a number of earlier proposals for the 

creation of new PRoW’s have been discontinued.  

 

1.4  A Summary of the Responsibilities and Liabilities Related to PROWs 

The surface of a right of way is the responsibility of the Highway Authority i.e. the County Council. The 

landowners' interest only extends to the sub-soil. The Highway authority is required to keep the way in 

a proper state of repair and to protect the interests of the users and the Public Right of Way.  

It is an offence to interfere with the surface of a public right of way to the detriment of users and the 

Highway authority can take enforcement action if the surface of a right of way is disturbed without 

proper authority. 

Highway authorities are responsible for ensuring that undergrowth on the surface of the right of way 

is cleared and landowners have a responsibility to clear overhanging vegetation (i.e. from the side and 

above the right of way)  

The Highways Act 1980 section 146 imposes a duty on landowners to maintain any "stile or gate or 

other similar structure" across a footpath or bridleway in a safe condition. The Highway Authority may 

provide a grant of 25% towards repairing or replacing such structures. 
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2.  Project History  

2016 

Jun  The Standish B4008 / Multi-Use Track project is included in Gloucestershire County Council’s 

Local Transport Plan, which states, “As no funding source has been identified it will be 

identified as a long-term priority”. 

 

Jul  Standish PC submits a proposal to the Gloucestershire Police Commissioner’s Fund ‘Safe and 

Social Driving in Gloucestershire’ to finance a feasibility study that will explore how to make 

the B4008 safer for non-motorized users and the development of ‘multi-user tracks between 

Little Haresfield and Stonehouse’, supported by the Gloucestershire Road Safety Partnership". 

 

Sep The grant is awarded and Standish PC appoints the Destination Marketing Group to develop 

the study, overseen by a working group chaired by Parish Councillor, Sue Oppenheimer.  

 

Oct Detailed route inspections, public consultation and extensive liaison and correspondence with 

Gloucestershire County Council Officers and local residents, especially farmers/landowners. 

Dec Publication and widespread distribution of an initial consultation document entitled ‘Safe and 

Sustainable Travel In Standish -  Initial Consultation For a Safer B4008 and a High Quality 

Network of Multi User Rights of Way’.  

2017  

Jan  There is broad support for the project from Gloucestershire County Council’s Public Rights of 

Way Officer, Highways Manager (Stroud Area) and Senior Land Agent.  

 

Feb  Draft proposals are discussed and approved at a Standish Parish Council Meeting with a strong 

consensus on the need to make the B4008 safer for non-motorised users. Several local 

landowners and farmers attend the meeting and voice their objection to any new PRoWs or 

any improvements to existing PRoWs. 

 

Mar Opposition from landowners/farmers to any changes to the existing PROW network result in 

the abandonment of several leisure-related proposals for new PRoWs and the production of 

two separate sections of the ‘Safe and Sustainable Travel in Standish’ report, comprising:  

‘Part One: Making the B4008 between Horsemarling Lane and Little Haresfield safer for all 

non-motorised users’,  

 

and  

 

‘Part Two: Repairing and improving selected multi-user tracks and off-road routes for safer 

commuting and outdoor leisure activities’. 

  

See overleaf. 
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The ‘Second Consultation’ Reports, dated 28th March 2017.  

Apr The Cotswolds Way AONB Conservation Board support proposals for the creation of the 

‘Standish Loop’, in line with national policy for the development of circular routes, instead of 

just linear routes on National Paths. 

A draft Final Report, entitled ‘Summary of Evidence Findings and Priorities’ (an earlier version 

of this document) is produced and widely distributed for further comment and feedback. 

 Landowners/Farmers again reject proposals for any new PRoWs and a petition is delivered to 

Standish Parish Council, saying, “We the undersigned do not want a multi-user track/trails in 

Standish”, followed by 36 signatures, at least 24 of which were from the farming community 

(see below).  

This petition is balanced by widespread support from within the local community for better 

access to the countryside, primarily received via email from individual residents.  

18th May 

 The final draft report is then sent, for information, to c. 30 local residents and businesses etc 

who submitted contributions or comments during its production.  

 A final draft of the ‘Summary of Evidence Findings and Priorities’ is submitted to Standish 

Parish Council and discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting on the 18th May 2017. 

30th May 

 Following further consideration by the Working Group, the Final Report (this document) is 

submitted to Standish Parish Council.  
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3.  Public Consultation and Engagement  

The following section is a summary of the many comments and observations provided by local 

residents, businesses and landowners, between October 2016 and May 2017, edited and grouped in 

good faith for conciseness and clarity. It includes details of a petition delivered to Standish Parish 

Council on 13th April 2017.  

Names of the respondents have not been included and the numbers in brackets indicate the number 

of times a comment, or similar comments, have been mentioned, as follows.  

 

3.1  Support for Making the B4008 Safer For Non-Motorised Users  

“The main problem is the B4008 and the speed of the traffic, especially buses and lorries… The B4008 is 
virtually out of the question for walkers, cyclists and horse riders - it’s just too dangerous…  the 
dangerous overtaking of cyclists by vehicles puts everyone’s lives at risk. It has an abnormal number of 
accidents, which are likely to increase due to building projects in Stonehouse and Standish… We don’t 
use any other means of transport except for our private cars. (c. 36 similar comments) 

Crossing the B4008 at the end of Standish Lane and riding over the railway bridge is out of the question 
as too dangerous.  (28 similar comments) 

“I would love to see the B4008 narrowed and cycle lanes installed as well as widening the pavement to 

accommodate pedestrians & horse-riders – or a path on the other side of the hedge. A safe path along 

the B4008,…. would be wonderful. We’ve wanted it for years”.  (13 similar comments) 

“A cycling/ commuting route between Stroud and Gloucester is long overdue…  for cyclists this has to 

be a very underused route at present due to the hazards of cycling along this extremely busy road.  The 

dangerous overtaking of cyclists puts everyone’s lives at risk…...  I/my family members would certainly 

make use of safer roadside or off-road cycling … in order to reach local services.” (4 similar comments) 

“Work and projects to resolve the existing dangers of the B4008 are long overdue and it is my hope 

that the Parish Council will find ways to bring about these changes before fatal accidents occur on this 

stretch of road…. those who may oppose such changes should consider whether they want a fatality on 

their conscience.” (3 similar comments) 

“I am the mother of a young baby and there are no safe routes available for taking a pushchair in the 

immediate vicinity and I welcome the possibility of more safe routes for children to use in the local 

area”. (2 similar comments) 

 

3.2  Opposition to Making the B4008 Safer For Non-Motorised Users  

“There are many bus stops along the B4008 and the majority of secondary school buses pick up in 

Standish.  Church services and village hall events are poorly attended.” (2 similar comments) 

 

3.3  Support For Improving Off Road Multi-User Routes 

“I welcome improvements to the bridleway starting next to Lower Mill and going to Black Bridge… this 
is often unsafe …. This bridleway, together with the proposed improvements to the side of road path 
from Crowcomepilll to Horsemarling Lane would enable me and my family to walk to Stonehouse for 
shopping, visiting friends and leisure activities and offer us a safer alternative route along the B4008. A 
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number of children live down Oxlynch Lane and would probably ride their bikes to school … we could 
then make a perfect circuit through Standish Hospital… I fully support the need for safer access and 
linking pathways west, east, and north, south of the B4008”.  

“It is impossible for me to access some of the most desirable bridleways around the village because of 
the dangers of the B4008. I live in Standish but cannot get to Standish Woods without use of a 
horsebox”.  

“Improving the bridleway from Lower Mill (near Standish Court) to Black Bridge, together with the 
proposed improvements from Crowcumpill to the roundabout on the edge of Stonehouse could make a 
variety of additional routes available to me and would be very welcome”. (11  similar comments) 

“It would be great if existing PRoWs were more passable and not covered in nettles, brambles and 

holes and with dangerous surfaces. They should stay suitable for horses – not stoned or tarmac. A well 

drained grassy path is ideal. The countryside is for everyone”. (8 similar comments) 

 

“Bridleways to the East of the B4008 and the surrounding lanes could connect to Randwick Woods.  

This land is higher, less boggy and of scenic interest due to its elevation. It would be great and the 

multi-use right of way to east of Pidgemore Farm would also be wonderful.” (5 similar comments) 

 

 

3.4  Opposition to Improving Off Road Multi-User Routes  

 

“The low-lying area west of the B4008 is unsuitable for riding during the wetter months. With new 
housing these bridleways will be inundated with dog walkers and mini-quad bikes/motorbikes. Farmers 
with loaded vehicles meeting riders etc would be a big safety concern”. (4 comments) 
 

“The route up to Moreton Hill Care Centre and up to the Cotswold Way is not a very safe one for riders, 

with too many cars using it as a short cut and at unsafe speeds”. (2 comments)  

 

“The creation of Multi User trails could increase the amount of traffic coming into the village for off-

roading, go-karting, motor bike racing etc Where would they park their cars and horse boxes, etc”.(1 

comment) 

 

Conclusion:  

Almost all of the local residents who responded (all by personal email) to the initial consultation 

document supported both the proposed changes to the B4008 and better local access to the 

countryside. 

Local landowners and farmers, meanwhile, were gathering signatures for a collective petition that was 

delivered to the Parish Council at its meeting on the 13th April, see below. 

 

3.5  The Petition  

A petition followed by 36 signatures, approximately 15 of which were from the active farming 

community, was delivered to the Parish Council Meeting on 13th April. It gave the following reasons (in 

italics) for opposing the ‘multi – user tracks and trails’ element of the project.  

 ‘The cost’ (Note: this is an uninformed comment as there is no cost to local residents or businesses)  
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‘Little or no benefit to the residents of Standish….Bringing tourism into Standish making it more urban 

when it is a rural farming community…the farmers, tenants and landowners are opposed to it - 

Standish Wood is already over-used and encouraging more people to it would harm flora and fauna.’ 

 “a pavement from Oxlynch Lane to Stonehouse would be welcomed, and when the electric cable which 

is proposed to come down the road for the incinerator perhaps a pavement could be included in these 

works…. I would urge the Parish Council to listen to their parishoners whose views you must represent 

and the 106 money from Horsemarling Lane  plus anything from the hospital needs to be reconsidered.’ 

3.6  Summary of Consultation, Engagement and Feedback  

There is almost universal support across the whole of Standish for making the B4008 safer for non-

motorised users (especially), as a matter of urgency. 

There is a strongly held view that whilst traffic speeds and loadings on the B4008 are already too great, 

they will get much worse in the near future, making this road far too dangerous for any non-motorised 

users. (pedestrians, cyclists, horse-riders and the less able).  

There is support for the development of off-road’ walking, cycling and horseriding routes to the east of 

the B4008 and for the proposed ‘Standish Loop’ as part of the Cotswold Way.  

But, most local famers and landowners are against the introduction of any new Public Rights of Way, 

or the repair/improvement of any existing PRoWs, even though there is clear evidence of Bridleways 

being blocked or overgrown and causing damage to adjacent crops – see below and page 13.  

Local residents generally support both the proposals for new/improved pavements alongside the 

B4008 and for improving local footpaths and PRoWs in order to be able to access and enjoy the 

surrounding countryside, especially to the east of the B4008.  

Note: Whilst the land to the west of the B4008 is the most intensively farmed part of the study area it 

is also closest to the proposed / confirmed residential and industrial developments to the west of 

Stonehouse and it contains many PRoWs in need of repair or impassable - see below and page 13. 

 

  

Having carried out an extensive consultation exercise and re-modelled this Feasibility Study in 

response to local opinions, both positive and negative, Standish Parish Council is now in a position to 

recommend the following works and projects as being viable and suitable for financial support 

according to whichever grant aid funding sources are most suitable and achievable.  
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Main Report Part One –  Making the B4008 Safer For Non-Motorised Users 
 

 
 
4.  The B4008 a Busy, Important and Dangerous Road  

 

The B4008 between Stonehouse and Gloucester has a speed limit of 50 mph. It is unlit and heavily 

used by fast moving traffic, making it dangerous and unpleasant for all types of traffic and, especially, 

for non-motorised users. 

 

This road already experiences a high number of serious accidents (see below) – a situation that will 

become even more serious as traffic volumes and loadings increase and when several adjacent and 

large scale proposed/confirmed industrial and residential developments come on stream. 

 

A side-of–road pavement is in place between Little Haresfield and Stroud Green, but it is narrow, 

uneven, overgrown and badly in need of repair. It is not suitable for use by cyclists and horse riders.  

  

Between Horsemarling Lane and Stroud Green, and then from Little Haresfield to the parish boundary, 

there is no side of road verge/footpath at all and crossing the B4008 at any point is very dangerous. 

 

The following Accident Map (dated 2014) clearly identifies the B4008 between Stonehouse and 

Haresfield as a significantly dangerous road.  
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Local residents also believe that this Accident Map significantly underestimates the number of serious 

incidents that have taken place along this stretch of road, especially near the railway bridge and at 

Crowcomepill where rainwater frequently cascades across and then floods the carriageway.  

 

These dangers continue to have a serious and ongoing impact on the lives of: 

 Standish residents living on, or near, the B4008 wishing to access local services in Stonehouse 

 Schoolchildren living on or near the B4008 travelling to school in Stonehouse 

 Visitors to St Nicholas’s Church and users of the Village Hall  

 Farms and businesses along the B4008, including Oak Tree Farm, Horsemarling Farm, Standish 

Court Farm, Standish Osteopath Service, Standish Village Hall, Stock’s Farm, Stroud Green 

Farm, the Arboriculture Association, Winston House Cookery School,  etc. 

 

Meanwhile, the Unwanted Headlines Continue… 

Sep 2016  Motorcyclist hospitalised after a serious crash on the B4008 at Standish 

Jun 2016  Police seek driver who fled scene of two car crash in Standish 

Feb 2016 B4008 flooded near to Standish Church  

Jul 2013       B4008 at Standish closed whilst emergency services respond to a road traffic collision 

Jan 2009      Another accident on the B4008 at Standish 

Sep 2008     Residents demand action after another accident near Standish on the B4008 

  

 

Conclusions re. the B4008 

This section of the B4008 deserves special consideration because it provides a heavily used connection 

between Gloucester and Stroud and then Bath and the M4 that by-passes Stroud Town Centre and it 

also provides a link between J12 and J13 of the M5.  

During the development of this project, it became very clear that whilst a new side of road, multi-user 

track alongside the B4008 would be the ideal solution, it is probably a financially and technically 

unrealistic ambition.  

 

Therefore, it would be clearly irresponsible to do anything to encourage cyclists and horse riders 

especially to travel along, or try to cross, the B4008 in its current condition.  

 

 
An ideal, but probably unachievable, solution re. the B4008 
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 5. Proposals For Making the B4008 Safer For Non-Motorised Users  

 

Works for making the B4008 safer for non-motorised users are outlined below in approximate order of 
importance and deliverability. The estimated costs are ‘best estimates’ and the most accurate 
available from initial inspections and they are subject to more detailed site surveys. 
 

Ref. Description  Est. Cost 

5.1 

 

From Stroud Green (north) to Little Haresfield (approx. 1,700m) 

The repair and improvement of the existing side of road footpath/pavement on 

the east side of the B4008 between Stroud Green and Little Haresfield. 

Basis of Costing: 

To repair and, where possible, widen the existing path, cut back vegetation and 

install bollards and additional road signage @c.£50 per linear metre = c. £80,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

£80,000 

 

5.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Horsemarling Lane (north) to Stroud Green (approx 1,200m) 

The construction of a new side of road footpath/pavement on the east side of the 

B4008 between Stroud Green and Horsemarling Lane. 

Basis of Costing: 

To construct a suitable hard surface side of road path 1.5m – 2.0 m wide multi-

user path on the east side of the B4008 between Horsemarling Lane and Stroud 

Green @ approx. £115  (min) per linear metre = c. £140,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

£140,000 

 

5.3  

 

 

 

Traffic Calming Measures  

Traffic Calming road markings are in place on the B4008 at Little Haresfield, 

Standish Church and Stroud Green, (where there are dangerous bends), but 

additional traffic calming methods could be introduced to reduce traffic speeds 

especially between these bends/junctions.  

 

Basis of Costing : 

Three sections of road markings, warning signs and (if possible) vertical 
disruption to reduce traffic speeds @ c. £20,000 each (subject to survey).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

60,000 

Estimated Cost, all Highways  £280,000 

 
Examples of proposed traffic calming as proposed between bends on the B4008 at Standish  

 
Gateway road signs and ‘dragons teeth’ 

 
  Textured surfacing and ‘virtual’ road humps  
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Part Two - Proposals for Improving Selected Multi-User, Off-Road Routes 
 

 

6.  Background Information  

 

This section makes proposals for repairing and improving the condition of a small number of off-road 

multi-user routes that will provide better and more secure access to the countryside for local 

residents, avoiding the most dangerous section of the B4008.  

 

These routes, when repaired would also protect crops from damage caused by blocked or poorly 

maintained paths, as illustrated below:  

 
Bridleway 11, near Oldend. 

 
Damage to adjacent farmland. 

 

The only proposed new side of road multi-user track is along the west side of the B4008 between 

Horsemarling Lane and Crowcomepill which, if achieved, would provide a much-needed link between 

PRoW’s to the east of the B4008 with those to the west of the B4008. 

 

‘Like for Like’ Repairs and Improvements  

Wherever possible, we propose repairing existing PROWs on a ‘like for like’ basis regarding width and 

surface treatment, although in some cases, more significant groundworks and surfaces could be 

agreed and installed. (not stoned or tarmac).  

 

A well-drained grass surface would be ideal for walking, and horse riding and it would also usually be 

firm enough for cycling. Good drainage is very important.  

 

These tracks/routes do not need to be 3m wide, so long as passing places are available and the 

following section is a summary of these proposed off-road, multi-user routes, in priority order.   
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7.   Proposals For New and Improved Off-Road, Multi-User Routes  

 

The following projects provide a summary of the more detailed proposals for off-road, multi user 
routes, in order of importance and deliverability. These are ‘best estimates’ and the most accurate 
costs available from initial inspections, subject to more detailed site surveys. 
 

7.1  Horsemarling Lane and the Creation of ‘The Standish Loop’   Est. Cost 

 

A new side of road path alongside Horsemarling Lane, (funded by the developers of the 

Standish Hospital site), to connect with an existing Bridleway through the Standish 

Hospital site and on to the Cotswold Way AONB (which can also be reached by 

continuing east along Horsemarling Lane, etc).  

 

This section of the Cotswold Way, together with a nearby Permissive Route, offers an 

ideal opportunity for creating a circular multi-user trail between Standish Quarry and the 

car park at Haresfield Camp, with spectacular views across the Severn Vale. 

 

The Cotswold Way AONB supports this project which is in line with their policy of 

creating looped circuits, such as the ‘Leckhampton Loop’.  See:  

www.nationaltrail.co.uk/cotswold-way/route/cotswold-way-circular-walk-6-

leckhampton-loop . 

 

We also propose the improvement of footpaths in this area by providing better 

waymarking of established routes and the replacement of damaged gates, etc along with 

some minor track repairs and signage re. keeping dogs under control, etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub total £20,000, 

 

 

http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/cotswold-way/route/cotswold-way-circular-walk-6-leckhampton-loop
http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/cotswold-way/route/cotswold-way-circular-walk-6-leckhampton-loop
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7.2  Connecting Crowcomepill and Standish Court (by-Passing the B4008) 
Est. 

Cost 

 

This existing route begins at the B4008 at Crowcomepill then travels west along 

Bridleway 16, via Black Bridge and alongside fields, before turning north on to Bridleway 

22 and ending at Standish Lane, adjacent to Standish Court. Proposed works include 

improved surfacing and additional security measures at key access points and the repair 

and opening of currently blocked PRoWs (just north of Pidgemore Farm). 

 

Basis of Costing:  

300m repair 3m wide hard surface @ £20/ linear metre = £6,000 

1,000m repair the 1.5m – 2.0m wide track and reinforce with an appropriate soft surface 

where needed @ £30/metre = £30,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

£36,000 

Sub total £36,000 
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7.3  A Multi-User Route Between Horsemarling Lane and Crowcomepill Est. Cost 

 

The construction of a c.500m long multi-user grass track on the west side of the B4008 

between Horsemarling Lane and Crowcomepill, along with a relatively safe crossing point 

at the mini-roundabout at Horsemarling Lane, which would also provide the only safe 

way of joining up the multi-user tracks to the east of the B4008 with those to the west of 

the B4008. 

 

To be discussed with Stonehouse Town Council, who own the adjacent playing field, in 

order to explore incorporating this side of road multi user track in their plans for these 

grounds and adjacent developments, etc.  

 

 Basis of Costing: 

The distance between Horsemarling Lane and Crowcomepill is approx 500m and the 

average cost of a new side of road pavement is £115 per linear metre, totalling c  £60,000  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

£60,000 

Sub total  £60,000 

 

 

 
 

 

Improving Security at Access Points  

 
A cattle grid and gate, neither of which comply 

with the British Standards for Bridleway Gates 

and Cattle Grids, and which are in need of 

replacement. 

 
A horse ‘Step Over’ box designed to deter 

motorcyclists  
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8.  Promotional and Heritage Issues  

 
The proposed off-road multi-user routes outlined in this document could also be used to celebrate the 

impressive, but little known, history and heritage of the Parish of Standish which is very different from 

that of nearby Stroud. 

 

This could be achieved via the design and construction of a new section of the Parish Council’s 

website, a stand-alone website, or, ideally, an App that can be used on location by handheld devices.  

  

This heritage information needs to be further developed in liaison with the local historical society, 

based on the following events and connections, etc:  

 

- Standish Parish was established in the 12th century and is England’s first Ecclesiastical Parish 

- Standish Vicarage is England’s first and oldest purpose built Church of England vicarage. 

- St Nicholas Church was constructed in the 14th century with foundations dating to in 1188.  

- In 1327, the body of the murdered King Edward II rested a night at St Nicholas Church on its 

way from Berkeley Castle for burial at St Peter’s Abbey, Gloucester. The church houses a 

monument which commemorates the marriage in 1618 of Sarah, the daughter of Sir Henry 

Winston, to John Churchill ‘from which union descended Sir Winston Churchill.’   

- Standish Village Hall is a 700 year old Grade II listed building that was owned and used in the 

Middle Ages by the Monks of St Peter’s Abbey, now Gloucester Cathedral. It was extensively 

restored in 1844 and used as a Church House School from 1839 to 1963.  

- Standish Court was built in the 14th century as a monastic retreat owned by St Peter’s Abbey, 

Gloucester.  

- Standish Hospital was purchased by Gloucestershire County Council after WW1 and used as a 

US Army hospital during WW2 and then as a sanatorium for tuberculosis patients before being 

closed in 2004. This historic building is currently being sensitively redeveloped for residential 

use. 

- Beatrice Webb, the social reformer was born in Standish House in 1858. 

- Standish Woods once providing cartloads of cut beechwood for St Peter’s Abbey, managed by 

the ‘Warden of the Axe’. Most of the trees were cut down in 1914 to provide pit props for 

mining operations at the Front during WW1. 

- Colthrop houses contains a Romano-British burial site near Pool Farm and the B4008 itself is of 

Roman origin 

This information (when confirmed and expanded) and with appropriate illustrations could be made 

available via a new dedicated website or a new section within Standish Parish Council’s website, 

together with downloadable and printable route maps etc and an App for onsite/handheld device use 

@ £2,000. 
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Part Three - Summary of Costs (all projects) and Next Stages 
 

 

9. Summary of Costs (All Projects)  
 
The following table provides an overview of the estimated cost of each element of this project, and 
the total cost of all elements.  
 
Although this is an inter-connected set of recommendations, each section can be funded and 
implemented as an individual project.   
 
Highways Related Projects (in recommended priority order) 
 

Proposed Works  
Cost 

Estimate (£) 

4.1  Repair of existing pavement between Stroud Green and Little Haresfield  80,000 

4.2  Construction of a new pavement between Horsemarling Lane and Stroud Green 140,000  

4.3  Additional traffic calming measures (between bends)  60,000 

Total  £280,000 

 
 
Off-Road Multi-User Route projects (in recommended priority order) 
 

Proposed Works  
Cost 

Estimate (£) 

6.1  Horsemarling Lane and the Creation of ‘The Standish Loop’   20,000 

6.2  Connecting Crowcomepill and Standish Court (by-Passing the B4008) 36,000 

6.3  Multi-User Route Between Horsemarling Lane and Crowcomepill 60,000 

7.    Promotion and Heritage Issues 2,000 

Total  £118,000 

 
Note. These estimates exclude VAT and are based on the ‘best available information’. 
 

 
Non-intrusive multi-user tracks with reinforced surface using natural materials  
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9.   Next Stages and Future Work 

 

Standish Parish Council will use this report in its efforts to identify and secure possible sources of 

funding for the PRoW or highways-related works described in this report.  

  

If and when appropriate opportunities arise, more detailed consultation will be needed, along with 

consultation with all affected property owners and communities.  

 

For example, Gloucestershire County Council is currently reaching out to local communities for such 

joint funded, high local priority highways schemes (such as improvements to the B4008), see below 

and or visit:  

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/6775/gcc_1248_highways_your_way_booklet_a5_web-65573.pdf 

 

 

 
 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/6775/gcc_1248_highways_your_way_booklet_a5_web-65573.pdf

