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There have been a number of changes 
at Standish Parish Council. Popular 
councillor, Jackie Knights, decided not to 
stand for election in May. Jackie has been 
active on a number of our projects – the 
bus shelter at Stagholt is worthy of special 
mention and its existence is very much 
due to her efforts. Jackie will be much 
missed.
We welcome Sally Lister, elected in May, 
and John Parker, co-opted in June, as 
new councillors. Robert, Alison, Michael 
and I were re-elected in May and will 
continue to work for the benefit of the 
local community.
Following a year of Zoom meetings, the 

Changes following the May 2021 Elections 
Parish Council is now meeting back at 
the Village Hall, on the second Thursday 
evening of each month (with a break in 
August). Members of the public are always 
welcome to attend meetings and there is 
a short opportunity for public questions 
and comments. 
As part of the Stonehouse division at 
County, Standish has a new County 
Councillor, Nick Housden. And as part of 
the Hardwicke ward, with 3 councillors 
at District level, Cllr. Mark Ryder is now 
our main contact. Both Nick and Mark 
are already actively supporting the Parish 
Council with some key issues. 

SUE HARTLEY

Our New Parish 
Councillors 
Introduce 
Themselves
Sally Lister writes: I moved to Standish 
in September 2020. For the previous 4 
years, I  worked in Greater Manchester, 
refurbishing and redeveloping 
neglected empty properties into high-
quality, sustainable homes for first-time 
buyers. My aim was to enable people to 
join the property ladder and feel secure 
in their home, whilst also investing 
in the surrounding communities to 
create streets where people want to 
live. I believe strongly in the power of 
community, encouraging people to put 
down roots and have a positive impact on 
both pre-existing and new communities. 
I work closely with schools and colleges 
to create inclusive learning opportunities 
on future projects. I am delighted to be 
living back in Gloucestershire (having 
lived in Framilode 29 years ago), and in 
this beautiful and unique parish. 
John Parker writes: In my day job, I 
am Chief Executive of the Arboricultural 
Association, a charity and membership 
organisation and the national 
professional body for arboriculture, 
based in the Malthouse in Standish. I 
live in Stonehouse, where I am Chair of 
Governors at Stonehouse Park Infant 
School and Park Junior School. While a 
Town Councillor in Stonehouse, I was the 
founding member and first chair of the 
Stonehouse Community Climate Action 
Forum and Support Stonehouse. I am 
a Trustee of the Friends of Westonbirt 
Arboretum and the Doverow Hill Trust, 
and am leading on the Stonehouse 
Community Arboretum project. I have 
a wide range of interests including the 
environment, social justice, politics and 
local history. I look forward to getting 
involved with the Parish Council and all 
of the great work it does.
Contact details for Sally and  John 
appear at the end of the newsletter.

2023 Review of  Parliamentary 
constituencies: what does it mean for 
Standish?
The Boundary Commission for England had recently published its proposals for new 
constituency boundaries in England. The consultation is open until Monday 2nd August.

The purpose of the review is to broadly equalise the numbers of voters in each 
constituency. The current proposal for Standish (as part of the Hardwicke ward) 
is that it will be removed from the Stroud constituency and moved to the Cotswold 
constituency. 

In July, the Parish Council discussed the proposal and agreed to submit an objection. 
Standish is in the Stroud District Council area, is part of Hardwicke ward for its District 
representation and part of Stonehouse division at County level. To become part of 
Cotswold for parliamentary representation would compound an already complex set 
of identities and lead to confusion, possible voter alienation and democratic deficit. 
Standish would be on the extreme edge of a geographically large Cotswold constituency 
(Stonehouse will remain part of Stroud constituency). And the proposed change does 
not take account of the planned growth of Standish (with the development at the 
Standish Hospital site and the Local Plan’s PS19a – previously highlighted in these 
newsletters – we expect an increase from 130 households to circa 1,000 households 
in the coming years). Nor does it take account of the growing population in Hardwicke 
ward, with Hunts Grove, in particular, looking set to increase from 1,750 to 2,500 
dwellings in the Local Plan period. 
SH
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Standish Neighbourhood Development 
Plan (NDP) Meets a Hitch
When I last reported on the NDP, the Parish Council and NDP Steering Group seemed well on their way with this complex and lengthy 
process. Since then, we have met an obstacle! A precedent elsewhere in the country means that we have to repeat the consultation 
process completed last July, on advice that it should have been completed FOLLOWING the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and 
a Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) required for the Stagholt Farm site. This is in spite of the fact that, at the time, Stroud District 
Council (SDC) advised us that we could complete the consultation PRIOR to the two Assessments.
The repeat consultation started on July 19th and runs until August 30th. Full details are available on the village website at https://
standishvillage.co.uk/standish-parish-council/standish-neighbourhood-development-plan-rerun-of-the-public-consultation/ Residents 
on the village Mailchimp list have received an advisory email and notice of the consultation has been posted on the parish noticeboards.
Please be assured that all the comments made at last year’s consultation have been taken into account in the latest draft, so there is no 
requirement to re-submit those comments. There are some additional changes resulting from the SEA and HRA. 
It is disappointing to have to repeat this phase, but the main thing is for our NDP to be compliant with all requirements when it reaches 
the examination stage.

To remind you, the next stages following the consultation and any necessary revisions are:

•  STEP 7: submission to SDC, which will organise a further mandatory consultation phase

•  STEP 8: SDC organises and pays for an examination of the NDP

•  STEP 9: SDC organises and pays for a referendum of Standish residents. , If more than 50% of those voting vote ‘yes’ for the NDP then     
   it becomes a statutory planning document - one that communities will use to support or challenge planning applications

•  STEP 10: The NDP is ‘made’ by SDC  
SH

Safe and Sustainable Travel
in Standish
 
The Safe and Sustainable Travel in Standish Group has continued to work 
on its proposal for a multi-user path from Horsemarling roundabout to Black 
Bridge. The ideal solution would be a ‘behind the hedge’ route, but agreement 
must be secured from Gloucestershire County Council to use the field edge. 
The Group has produced an excellent presentation making the case for this, 
and organised a webinar to present it in July, attended by key influencers, 
decision makers and interested members of the public. Thank you to all who 
participated. We will continue efforts to obtain consent to use the field edge.  
The Parish Council would be delighted if local residents would view the 
presentation at https//:standishvillage.co.uk/standish-multi-user-path/ and add 
to the messages of support we have received.

MICHAEL JENKINS

Front cover of the Multi-User Path Presentation 

The Strategy has been in the works for some time despite the problems of the last 
year. The Team is made up of 15 parishes, served by 3 full time clergy, supported by 
lay readers, retired clergy and lay members of each church. Over time, congregations 
in all the churches have decreased; churchgoers are getting older and it is becoming 
ever more difficult to recruit people to do the lay jobs needed to keep a church working 
effectively. The ideas behind the Plan are to 
provide an efficient and corporate way of 
discussing problems and finding solutions; 
to maximise the skills of the clergy team; to 
encourage and enable change across the 
parishes and to create a structure with the 
potential for growth. For more information 
there is a booklet available in the church 
and on the Stroudwater Team website, or 
email me and I will send you a pdf copy 
(email: standishstroudwater@gmail.com). 
LYNN HARRISON

Stroudwater Team of  Churches: 5-Year Strategy

 St Nicholas Church, Standish
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Standish House and
Horsemarling Lane
In May, parish councillors visited the Standish House site, to view 
progress since we were last there, 6 months ago. A number of houses 
on the Westridge site were finished, or nearing completion, and we 
were able to have a look around the show home. We discussed plans 
for various trees on the site and have since commented on planning 
applications regarding these.  Work on the old house and other parts 
of the site is continuing. The pond area has been cleared (see photo) 
and a family of geese have taken up residence. Whilst the volume of 
housing will continue to be a source of controversy locally, the site 
is being restored in a sensitive manner and has the potential to be 
a special place, for everyone to enjoy again, in the future. The first 8 
houses were occupied in July. 

The development is subject to a planning condition requiring im-
provements to Horsemarling Lane, to provide a protected pedes-
trian route. The reason is to give priority to pedestrian and cycle 
movements, in accordance with Stroud Local Plan policies. The Par-
ish Council has been pressing for a multi-user scheme since 2017. 
However, the latest plans would have provided for a raised footway, 
meeting the needs of pedestrians only. In June, the Parish Council 
convened a site meeting, with a view to returning to the principle 
of a multi-user path.  I’m pleased to report that this was achieved, 
and it is now up to the developers to come forward with alternative 
plans for the path. There is not going to be an easy solution: as one 
of the County’s highways development engineers put it, the lane 
poses more problems than any of the four roundabouts that his 
team is currently working on. Nevertheless, PJ Livesey must meet 
the planning condition and achieve a scheme that meets not only 
the needs and wishes of the local community, but satisfies Highways 
and the Local Planning Authority. 

Following the Christmas flooding at the B4008 end of the lane, and 
concerns about the capacity of the Stagholt Brook, and as flooding 
events become more likely, this factor must also be taken into 
account.  SH

A Spring visit to Standish House (with Richard Wilshaw of PJ Livesey)

                  
Starting in Autumn 2020,  the Parish Council has established 
wildflower areas on the Village Green, in Standish churchyard 
and on the verge outside The Malthouse on the B4008. 
These are now starting to flourish, with cornflower, poppies, 
yellow rattle, corncockle, scabious and other lovely flowers, 
all attracting pollinators to our area. Thanks to everyone who 
has helped with the preparation, planting and maintenance, 
especially Rob West for help with signs, Louise Nicholson 
at the churchyard and the Arboricultural Association and 
jprenvironmental at the Malthouse. 

Many pollinators are decreasing in numbers (butterflies by 
16% since 1976 and moths by 25% since 1970 http://www.
nbn.org.uk/stateofnature2019), so more action is needed to 
support biodiversity. Whatever size your garden, there’s always 
room for wildflowers, providing vital resources for a wide 
range of insects. Set aside an area of lawn, part of a border, or 
a large container and watch the bees and butterflies buzz in. 
For advice see How to attract butterflies to your garden | The 
Wildlife Trusts

Wildflower patch outside The Malthouse   

Wildflower Areas
are Encouraging
Biodiversity in Standish  

ALISON WIDGERY

Stonehouse Walkfest
is back! 
The popular Walking Festival – cancelled due to Covid-19 in 
2021 - will take place from Friday 10th to Sunday 19th September 
2021. 

All the walks will be free and will start in Stonehouse. Walks 
will cater for different abilities and there will also be themed 
walks, including history walks, tree walks and nature walks. 
Please visit www.stonehousewalks.co.uk or www.facebook.com/
Stonehousewalkingfestival for more details. 



SUE HARTLEY
CHAIR

01452 724000
suehartley@outlook.com
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MEET THE COUNCILLORS

SALLY LISTER
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JOHN PARKER
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Climate Emergency 
Action in the Local Area
‘The Climate emergency is not an existential threat but something 
that is happening here and now – we need courage in the face of 
Climate Change.’ (Simon Pickering)
I attend meetings of Stroud Climate Action Network (CAN) and 
Stonehouse Community Climate Action Forum (SCCAF) and report 
back to the PC on what is happening locally to counter climate change 
and to work towards Carbon Neutrality by 2030, and what the PC and 
our community can do. 
Both SCCAF and Stroud CAN are working on sustainability and reducing 
the carbon footprint of our community. It is easy to think that, as 
individuals, we can’t have an impact – but there are many ways that 
we can.
Use less plastic: Check out www.actiononplastic.org and It’s time to 
turn the tide on plastic pollution | Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust to 
view alternatives to plastic. 
Recycle as much as possible: Recycling helps wildlife by reducing the 
amount of plastic in the environment; saving trees; saving water; and 
making our world cleaner. 
Shop local when you can: This reduces environmental and 
transportation costs, congestion and plastic usage 
Reduce the number of cars and car use: Most of us use our cars 
less than 4% of the time, yet up to 40% of the space in towns is taken 
up by car driving and parking.  Many of us would like an electric car but 
can’t afford the purchase.  One solution is an Electric Car Club - where 
we can book a locally parked car by phone, for when we want to use 
it.   One Electric Car Club vehicle could take 10 private cars off the road, 
saving up to 160 tonnes of carbon emission over its lifetime. Stroud 
CAN are in discussion with Co Cars, Stroud Valley Community Car Club 
and SDC with a view to delivering an electric car club locally. 
Air pollution: SCCAF have put up posters asking drivers not to leave 
engines idling, as the emissions can cause damage to the health of 
the community, particularly children. Up to 36,000 deaths a year are 
caused by air pollution in the UK (King’s College London Committee on 
the Medical Effects of Air Pollution).
Retro fitting our homes: draught exclusion, extra loft and wall 
insulation, secondary glazing, PV & batteries and switching to a green 
energy supplier are ways to save money and help to reduce carbon 
emissions and combat climate change. 
SCAAF Climate Fair webinar: including ‘Climate Change – What next?’ 
- Simon Pickering, Stonehouse Community Arboretum – John Parker, 
Retro fitting our homes – Mike Davis. View at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=8vzUnSWIUwg

AW

Standish Village Hall News
The Village Hall has remained closed for social events 
but has been used extensively for training by several local 
companies. We wish to record our gratitude to Keren 
Mattfield who, after many years service, has stepped 
down from the Secretary’s post. Her hard work is much 
appreciated – particularly in dealing with the Charity 
Commission and the protracted negotiations with the 
Gloucester Diocese over the lease of the ground floor office 
space, the result of which ensures a revenue stream to help 
with the maintenance and upkeep of the Hall. Everyone 
in Standish will benefit from Keren’s work for years to 
come. The next committee meeting is on September 1st 
– we need two new members – so come along and get 
involved! If you are a newcomer to the village the Village 
Hall is a recently-refurbished venue for parties and family 
occasions – check the website www.standishvillage.co.uk
JOHN SIMONETT

News in Brief
Broadband Update: Whilst the majority of the parish is 
now connectable to the Gigaclear service, unfortunately, 
Arlebrook is still outstanding.  Gigaclear has had a problem 
trying to route the cable underground and so the latest 
thought is to string it above ground on telegraph poles. 
Fastershire have assured us that Arlebrook will not be 
forgotten about.

Stroud Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan consultation: The 
Parish Council has submitted a comment objecting to the 
increase in the number of houses to be allocated on site 
PS19a (which is in Standish Parish) from 650 to 700. The 
consultation is now closed. 

Symmetry Park: Council is also concerned about the 
plans for the Javelin Park extension site and is making 
representations through the planning process. We are also 
working with Haresfield Parish Council on this. Plans for 
Symmetry Park can be viewed on the village website.

Urbaser Community Fund: Due to Covid-19, the 
grant application period for 2021 has been extended 
until the end of August. For more information, see 
Gloucestershire Energy from Waste Community Fund — 
UBB (ubbgloucestershire.co.uk) 

Walking in the Local Area: Beautiful walking and cycling 
maps, created by local artist, Ruth Hickson. are available 
from Salt Bakehouse, Ruth Hickson’s website Ruth Hickson’s 
website and the Cotswold Canals Connected website.


